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No. 1419 of 1872. 


Camp, Gogo, 9 th March 1872. 

To THE CHIEF SECRETARY io GOVERNMENT, 

Revenue Department. 

Sir,—I have ttie honour :ri submit, for the orders of Go- 

1. Superintendent of survey,; to foi- verriment, the letters noted in 
lector of Ndsik, No. 850, ua»i JSih Ue- the margin, containing proposals 

2. Collector Of Nasik,. to ltevenue for a revision, on the expiration 


lector of Ndsik, No. 850, aa»i Jinn Ue- the margin, containing proposals 

2. Collector Of Nasik,. to ltevenue for a revision, on the expiration 
Commissioner, N. D„ No. fiS7, dated 15th of the first guaranteed settlement 

F t ma Me™Lrum from Survey Com- ^ l’ ears * of the ^ rve Y 

missioner, N. I)., No. 311, dated 2 nd Assessment in 88 villages in the 
March 1872. = Nf:_i OT1 ,l PUA 


e 3™ a SemorancHlm from Survey Com- f ^ th[rt Y y ears ’ of the Su, ' Ve y 
missioner, N. I)., No. 311, dated 2 nd Assessment in 88 villages in the 

March 1872 ‘ Talukas of Niphar and Chanddr, 

in the Nasik Collectoratc. They were, it will be seen, among the 
first to which the principles of the Bombay Revenue Survey and 
Assessment were applied by Messrs. Goldsmid and Davidson in from 
1840 to 1842. 

2. The general effect of adopting the rates now proposed will 

briefly be to raise the assessment by 
Para. 33 of the Assessment Report. 53.39 pef ^ The reductiou 

effected by the first revision is given by Colonel Francis (para. 3) as 
one of 53 per cent., so that the proposed increase may be taken 
roughly to bring the assessment up to what it was thirty years ago 
(para. 4 of Colonel Francis’ letter). It is in the second half of this 
period that the great rise in the value of agricultural produce, on 
which the proposals are based, has taken place. The effect of the 
rise is plaiuly visible in the diagram accompanying the Superinten¬ 
dent’s letter, in the steady increase in the area of cultivation 
and the consequent realizable revenue from 1856-57 to 1865-66, 
and their remaining stationary at the level of the latter year up to 
the present time. From the year of settlement up to 1855-56 culti¬ 
vation and revenue had, it will be seen, fluctuated considerably, and 
the grant of remissions was far from infrequent, so that a reduction 
of over half the assessment was clearly not sufficient, when prices were 
from one-third to one-half of what they now are, to make cultivation 
1 c 
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steady and the realizable revenue free from fluctuation. The pro¬ 
blem to be solved is, wliat pitch of assessment will have'this effect 
now that prices are about three times as high as they were thirty 
years, and double of what they were about fifteen years ago? 

3. The two staple products of the tract of country in question 
are wheat and bajri. The average rate of assessment per acre ac¬ 
cording to the proposed rates is Rs. 1-1-5 (para, 33 of the Superin¬ 
tendent’s Report), equivalent at the present prices of the two staples to 
a grain rent of about 13 T ^ seers of the former and 14£ of the latter. 
If we suppose the assessment to be as high as one-sixth of the gross 
produce, this would give the latter at 78j seers (1 md. 38f srs.) of 
wheat, and 88 seers (2 mds. 8 srs.) of bajri, plus the value of the 
straw or karbi. I find it stated by the Collector, in the 20th para, 
of his letter, that the maximum rate levied by the Jagirdar at Vinchur 
is Rs. 4-11 per acre, equivalent to a grain rent of about 61J seers 
(1 md. 21 srs.) of wheat, or 69 seers (1 md. 29 srs.) of bajri. Sup¬ 
posing the Jagirdar’s assessment to be one-tliird instead of one-sixth 
of the gross produce, and taking one-half the maximum as the aver¬ 
age rate on his lands, we should have the gross produce of wheat 
per acre 92 seers (2 mds. 12 srs.), and of bajri 103£ seers (2 mds. 
23| srs.). These even I believe to be well within the mark, so that 
there can be no doubt that the average pressure of the proposed rates 
of assessment would be very light. 

4. On the other hand, an average rate of annas 11, pies 2 per 
acre, representing at present prices a grain rent per acre of less than 
8J seers of wheat or 10.^ of bajri, has not led to any increase 
in the area of cultivation for at least the last six years, and to very 
little for the last ten. This may be owing to the land still remaining 
uncultivated being of such inferior quality as hardly to be worth cul¬ 
tivating at any rate—and such would appear to be the case from an 
examination of the statement contained in para. 31 of the Superin¬ 
tendent’s Report, where the waste is shown to bear an average assess¬ 
ment of a little over 7 annas per acre under the old, and a little 
under 9 annas under the proposed rates of assessment. The area of 
waste is in reality so small in proportion to that of the total arable 
land that it affords no criterion of the effect of the prevailing pitch 
of assessment. 
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5. The plain facts of the case remain as noted above: it is 
proposed to assess these villages, amply provided with good means 
of communication, in addition to having two railway stations connect¬ 
ing it with Bombay within their limits, at what represents on an 
average a grain rent of about one-third of a maund (28 lbs.) of wheat 
per acre. 

6. The proposals of the Superintendent, supported by the 

Survey Commissioner, are based (see para. 26 of the former’s Report) 
on the present state of communications, the establishment of new or 
decline of old markets (I find no comparison instituted), and the price 
of grain. The Collector, Mr. Erskine, considers the general pitch of 
assessment too low (para. 14). 1 have reason to believe that his 

objections, based principally on a comparison of the maximum rates 
proposed, with those introduced into the more unfavourably situated 
talukas of Maligam and Dhulia, have now been withdrawn on the 
explanation given by the Survey Officers of the difference of the 
standard of classification of soils in the villages under report, resulting 
in raising the average rate of assessment in them considerably above 
that in the other talukas mentioned. I still, however, consider most 
of his objections valid. 

7. There can be no doubt of the superiority of the tract of 
country under revision to Maligam and Dhulia in the greater cer¬ 
tainty of its seasons, a consequence of its being much nearer to the 
Western Ghats, recession from which tells upon the climate and 
rainfall very rapidly as the distance increases. The difference 
between the two is palpable to the eye even, and no one, seeing the 
arid, stony plains of Khandesh after the comparatively fertile tracts 
along the railway line in Nasik, can help being struck with the 
contrast between the two. But leaving such a consideration, lo which 
imagination may impart somewhat of colour, and coming to the plain 
figures given by the Superintendent himself, what plausible reason 
can there be given for proposing an increase of from 50 to 60 per 
cent, when it is admitted that the rise in the price of the two staple 
products of the district over that of the first 15 years of the settlement 
now expiring,'has been 73'2 in wheat and 71-6 in bajrl. 1 take the 
Superintendent’s figures as they stand in para. 29 of his Report, al¬ 
though they appear somewhat at variance with those given in para. 27. 
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Taking the percentages as correct, is not a reduction of over 20 per 
cent, too great to allow for fluctuation of prices, when it is considered 
that the effect of permanent railway communication with the great 
market of Bombay for several years past must naturally have had the 
effect of bringing prices to a level which only extraordinary circum¬ 
stances, such as enormous importation from up-country, can now 
very much disturb '{ 

8. The Survey Commissioner shows (para. 15) that the 
Chalisgaon rates, the pitch of which is approved by the Collector as 
appropriate for Cliandur and Niph&r, are in reality 48 per cent, less 
than the average on the latter, calculated according to the present 
proposals, in consequence of the difference in the standard of classifi¬ 
cation of soils already alluded to, and argues that it would be good 
policy to content ourselves with the moderate increase according to 
the Superintendent’s proposals, in the place of that of the 80 per 
cent, which would be the result of adopting those of the Collector 
(para. 20). To enable a fair comparison to he made between the 
two, however, the greater distance of Chalisgaon from the Bombay 
market, its inferior rainfall, the range of its prices, and the classifi¬ 
cation of its soil, when brought to the Nasik standard, would all re¬ 
quire to be taken into consideration, and a3 these have not been fur¬ 
nished we have to fall back on the argument of good policy. Now 
there can.be no doubt it might be good policy to adopt a low pitch of 
assessment if the peoplo were in bad condition, the country were in 
want of communications, and there were a large area of waste land 
which an improvement in the two former respects would tend to 
bring into cultivation, and thus recoup the State for a temporary 
sacrifice of revenue. But tho reports show that the very opposite of 
all these is the case. There is, comparatively speaking, no arable 
waste left, and another element, which has not hitherto entered into 
the calculation of those who have had to propose rates of assessment 
anywhere out of Gujarat, must now be considered in determining the 
value of land, and the fair proportion of its rent which the State 
should demand, if it is ever to reap the benefit of the increased pros¬ 
perity of the country brought about by the expenditure of its capital 
and the improvement of its administration. This is the demand for 
land in proportion to its supply. What we lose by a low assessment 
in Chalisgaon may be made up by its waste being brought under the 



plough and yielding a return which it does not now give ; but the same 
proceeding in the tract under revision will simply result in a sacrifice of 
revenue for the next thirty years, a whole generation. Is there any¬ 
thing in the idea of 80 per cent, increase repugnant to our sense of 
fairness, when such is fully borne out by the enhancement in the value 
of agricultural produce and of the land itself in consequence of its 
limited supply ? I fail to see in what the good policy would consist: it 
would be simple weakness to allow any consideration of a large in¬ 
crease in our demands coming suddenly on the people of Ch&ndur and 
Nipliar to weigh against the palpable injustice to the people of the 
Empire in general of not taking what the State is fairly and equitably 
entitled to. 

9. It would be only a waste of time to go into the details of 
the proposed revision when I have such strong reasons for objecting 
to its general principle, and I therefore send the papers in original 
for the orders of Government, remarking, en passant, that they only 
reached me three days ago. Colonel Francis has urged me demi- 
officially to authorise the promulgation of these rates (the collection 
of the increase would, of course, be deferred till next season) for the 
current season, even if I disapprove of them, because the papers for 
settlement have been prepared accordingly. I feel that I could not 
conscientiously do so, for fear of laying Government open, should they 
concur in my ideas, to the imputation of an uncertain policy, and 
therefore prefer letting the decision in the matter of the current 
year’s settlement come from His Excellency in Council himself. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 


A. ROGERS, 

Revenue Commissioner, N. D. 



From Lieut. Colonel W. WADDINGTON, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

To the COLLECTOR of NA'SIK. 

Puna Districts, 1 9th December 1871. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward to you, for any remarks you 
may wish to make, and for transmission to Government through the 
Revenue Commissioner, N. D., the following Report on certain villages 
of the Chandur and Niphar Talukas of the Nasik Collectorate, and 
the rates I purpose to introduce in them. 

2. These villages are 89 in number, and consist of 69 of the 

Khalsa villages which formed the old Tarf 
Number of Villages settled. 0 f Niphar, and of which 14 were settled 

in 1840-41 and the rest in 1841-42, and one of which has been 
transferred to the Sawargaon Taluka of the Nasik Collectorate; 19 
villages belonging to the old Petta of Chandur, and still forming part 
of the present Chandur Taluks, and which were settled in 1841-42; 
and one village which has lapsed to Government and into which the 
Survey will now be introduced for the first time, and which is therefore 
not included in the diagram, 

3. The district comprising the villages now under report lies 

between the Chandur range of hills on the 
Features of the north, and the river Godaveri on the 
south, with the exception of three villages 
which are on the southern hank of that river. The highroad from 
Bombay to Agra nearly represents its boundary on the west, and on 
the east lies the Sawargaon Taluka of the Nasik Collectorate. The 
features of the country are like most other open parts of the Dakhan, 
and consist of undulating plains, the elevated portions being, as usual, 
poor, and those at a lower level with fine soil generally intersected by 
either a river'or nalla, from which in many instances watercourses 
are diverted by dams of either masonry or mud and stone, the latter 
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being renewed annually, though at a trifling cost. The richest por¬ 
tion of the district lies along the northern bank of the Kadwa and 
Goddveri rivers and some villages bordering on Sawargaon to the west 
of the Lasalgaon station of the G. I. P. Railway. There is much 
good soil also in many of the other villages in the centre of the dis¬ 
trict, but there is a marked difference in those belonging to Chandur, 
in which the soil gets poorer the nearer they are to the Satmalla hills, 
which separate the Chandur Taluka from the Abhona Petta. 


4. There are many small streams which permeate the district, 

but no large rivers, the most considerable 
Rivers and Streams. . . . ° ,, . , , rr , , 

being the Godaveri and the Kadwa. Ihe 

minor streams are the Govi, Shelu, Parsul, Wadal, Parasni, Banganga, 

and Pajan, which, rising in the Western Ghats flow, in an easterly 

direction. The district is well supplied with water, and the people 

rarely suffer from scarcity of it. 

5. The climate is inferior to few parts of the Dakhan, and 

nearly approaches to that of Puna, the 
average rainfall at the latter place being 

27 inches, at Nasik 23-4, and at Chandur 22-72. The more easterly 
districts, Niphar and Sinnar, have a less abundant fall, but the average 
is pretty steady, and generally sufficient to ensure a fair crop, the 
smallest amount registered during the last eight years in Niphar (in 
186S-G9) being 13*51 inches. A statement is appended showing the 
rainfall during the last eight years in Puna, Chandur, Niphar, Nasik, 
and Sinnar. 


Climate and Rainfall. 


Year. 

Nasik. 

Sinnar. 

Chandur. 

Niphar. 

Puna. 

1863-64 

21-74 

13-59 

22-05 

15-35 

22-55 

1864-65 

18-48 

20-89 

10-42 

14-93 

16-55 

1865-66 

21-40 

14-66 

11-74 

18-98 

31-28 

1866-67 

1906 

16-96 

20-57 

14-00 

18-90 

1867-68 

27-49 

18-05 

22-46 

17-02 

27-29 

1868-69 

19-69 

16-67 

13-86 

13-51 

30-91 

1869-70 

27-28 

21-30 

32-27 

18-33 

28-16 

1870-71 

33 09 

33-81 

.. . 

41-39 

21-20 

40-60 

Average. 

23-40 

19-49 

22-72 

L 

16-66 

27-00 
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6. The principal crops of the district are wheat, bajri, and 
gram in the dry-crop lands, and sugarcane, 
tc ‘ earth-mut, wheat, bajri, red pepper, brinjals, 

carrots, and various vegetables in irrigated lands, Kamod rice being 
grown to a small extent only, and that almost entirely in four or five 
villages. There is no allotment of land into divisions called “Phads,” 
as in Khandesh, excepting in one or two villages, and sugarcane is 
rarely grown oftener than once in four years, and more frequently the 
land requires a fallow of four or five years. There are Bbandaras on 
manj r of the streams, but few of them are built of masonry, and, not 
affording a perennial supply, are eked out by wells; hence it is that, 
excepting in a very few villages, no regular rotation of crops can be 
maintained, a fact noticed by the Survey Commissioner, N. 1)., in h? s 
remarks on Mr. Pedder’s Report on Pathasthal lands in Khandesh 
(Survey Commissioner’s letter No. 1053 of 1867, para. 13). The 
following statement shows the proportion of the different crops grown 
in the district:— 


Nipha'r. 


Cha'ndu'r. 


Bajri. 

54 Mi 

Bajri .. 

. 71-8 

Wheat . 

30-6 

Wheat. 

. 8-6 

Gram . 

42 

Jawari. 

. 2-9 

Sugar..... 

, 0-6 

Gram . 

. 2-3 

Tobacco.. 

. 0-5 

Kulti . 

. 2'0 

Miscellaneous ... 

10-1 

Sugar . 

.. 0*5 



Tobacco . 

.. 0-25 


100-0 

Rice. 

.. 0-1 



Miscellaneous .... 

..11-55 


1000 


You will thus see that over 80 per cent, of the total crops consists 
of bajri and wheat in both Chandur and Niphar, but that in the 
former district nearly 33 per cent, more of bajri is grown, whilst in 
Niphar the growth of wheat is 255 per cent, greater than in Chandur. 


7. I have been unable to obtain complete statistical returns for 

Po ulation the P er ' oc ^ at w h>ch th e Survey was introduced, 

but the total population at that time of the 88 
villages under report appears to have been 18,751; by last year’s 

















9 


returns there are shown to be 19,504 males and 18,503 females, 
making a total of 38,007, or over 100 per cent, increase. The total 
area of the 88 villages included in the diagram is 246 square miles 
or 157,864 acres, so that there is one soul to every 4*4 acres and 155 
to every square mile, or nearly double the proportion obtaining in 
Blum than”. The subjoined statement shows the number of inhabit-* 
ants, &c„, &c., at the period of the former settlement, and as they are 
at the present time:— 


Description. 

1 

Numerical Returns accord¬ 
ing to Census taken in 

Increase and decrease in 
1S70-7I. 

1840-11. 

1870-71. 

Numerical. 

Per cent. 

Inhabitants . 

18 751 

1 38 007 

19 256 

102 

Carta . .... 

903 

2,747 

1,844 

204 

Bullocks employed in farming. 

8 ,GO 2 

13,998 

5,396 

62 




Decrease. 


Cows . ; . 

11,026 

8,963 

2,063 

19 


rrlrl i 


Inerease. 


Ploughs . 

No return. 

3,332 

... 

• • • 

Buffaloes. 

2,821 ! 

1,864 

2,042 ' 

71 

Sheep and Goats . 

9,522 

15,977 

6,455 

66 

Horses. 

8-12 

1,062 

220 

23 


You will see that the number of carts has increased 204 per cent., 
and that of farm bullocks 62 per cent., whilst the stock of buffaloes 
is greater by 71 and that of sheep and goats by 66 per cent, than it 
was thirty years ago, whilst cows appear to have fallen off by 19 per 
cent. I can find no return of the number of ploughs at the time of 
the present settlement, but they have probably increased in propor¬ 
tion to the increase in the number of farm bullocks. The districts on 
the banks of the Godaveri (Gangthari) were as famous for their breed 
of ponies as those of Bhimthari; but, as far as my observation goes, 
the breed, like that of Bhimthari, has deteriorated, although from the 
returns it appears that there is an increase in point of numbers of 
23 per cent, 

2 c 
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8. The following statement shows the number of wells in the, 

„ district at the time of the last settlement and 

Wells. w! i A 

at the present day :— 


Number of Wells at time 
of present settlement. 

Total. 

Number of Wells at present 
time. 

Total. 

Increase of Wells 
in working 
order. 

Ill working 
order. 

Out of repair, 

I n working 
order. 

i 

Out of repair.; 

712 

263 

975 

1,075 

1 

341 

1,417 

364, 

or 51 per 
cent. 


The number of wells in working order is therefore 51 percent, greater 
than it was at the time of former settlement, which may be looked on 
as a satisfactory evidence of progress. 


9 . 

Chowris 

Buildings. 


Little or nothing has been done in the way of erecting 
chowris, dharmshalas, &c. in the district by 
the people themselves, and whatever has been 
done has been at the expense of Government. 


and Public 


Market Towns. 


10. The district is unusually well circumstanced as regards 
local markets, the principal one however being 
that of Saikhed, a large jagir village situated 
within two miles of the Kherwadi station of the G. I. P. Railway, 
where there is a weekly market at which from five to ten thousand 
rupees’ worth of goods of all kinds are exposed for sale. There are 
weekly bazars at Chandur, Niphar, Pimpalgaon, Vinchur, Lasalgaon 
(a railway station), Narayanthembi, Sukene Khurd,Nandur, and Mad- 
meshwar. There are also annual fairs; at Nuitale a cloth fair (which 
lasts fifteen days, and whereabout Rs. 25,000 worth of goods, chiefly 
from Bombay, are sold) ; Abirgaon, which lasts five or six days and 
at which some Rs. 12,000 to 14,000 worth of goods are sold ; and at 
Kotur, Niphar, Chandur, and Sukene, which, however, are less con¬ 
siderable. 
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11, The manufactures of the district are confined to a few 


Manufactures. 


textile fabrics manufactured by weavers in 
Chandur, Nandurdi, and one or two of the other 


larger villages. There are in all 210 looms, the produce of which is 
estimated at about Rs. 50,000 annually. 


12. There are seventeen Government Vernacular Schools in 
Nipli&r, attended by 828 boys, and six private 
Schools. Vernacular Schools, containing 220 boys. In 

the Chandur Taluka there arc five Government Vernacular Schools 
and three kept by private individuals, the former being attended by 
330, and the latter by 150 boys. 


13. The villages appeared to be in better repair and more clean 
„ .... . , and neat than in the Puna districts, and the 

on ltion o prep c. j Je0 pl e> as f' ar us [ could judge, tolerably well off. 

The fact that during the last three years there has been only one sale 
of land on account of non-payment of rent in the whole ofthe villages 
under report, seems to point to such a conclusion. The land on the 
whole is carefully tilled and kept free from weeds, and the irrigated 
lands well manured, presenting a great contrast in these respects to 
the Puna districts. Land does not appear to bear quite as high a value 
as it does in those districts, and I find a good many cases of its 
being mortgaged to Marwadis. Still there are many instances of 
land being sold at from thirty to seventy years’ purchase of the rent— 
vide Redgaon, Digwad, Niphar, Diurgaon, &c, in the accompanying 
statement. 


14. At the time of the last settlement there were no made 
Roatls roads in the district, nor was even the Thall 

Ghat (an almost insuperable barrier at that 
time to intercourse between the coast and the inland provinces) con¬ 
structed. I myself recollect that on the march of my regiment in 
1846 from Bom bay to Asirgarh itwas with the greatest difficulty that 
laden carts were got up to the top of the rough and stony ravine 
which then gave the only access to the upper country. Everything 
is now changed, and the district is as well provided with means of 
communication, both local and general, as most with which 1 am 
acquainted. The “ Chapman’s Ghat” (formerly called the Thall 
Ghat) has replaced the dangerous route which I have described above, 
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and is one of the finest engineering works of its kind in Western 
India. From the top of the Ghat the Agra road passes through the 
western portion of the district, taking on its way the populous city 
of Nasik, and affording easy communication with Khandesh and the 
north. A new road constructed in 1869-70 via the Khelduri or 
Bhaubhari Khind has opened a direct line for the passage of traffic 
from the Abhona Taluka to the railway station at Lasalgaou, which 
traffic formerly had to go Tound to Manmar. The tolls on this 
Ghat have sold as follows:— 

1870-71, Rs. 1,210; 1871-72, Rs. 3,000. 

A new road from Cbandur to the Lasalgion station is also nearly 
completed. But what has most materially advanced the prosperity 
of the district is the facility afforded by the G. I. P. Railway, 
which traverses the district from north to south, and affords it the 
convenience of no less than three stations within its limits for the 
transport of produce to Bombay, from which place traders resort in 
great numbers to the different, railway stations to purchase at first 
hand from the growers, thus rendering the latter to a certain degree 
independent of the sowkars. 

15. Having thus given a brief description of the district, I 

Mr. Goldamid’s Report. wiH P roceed t0 notice tbe forraer Re P orts ^ 
Messrs. Goldsmid and Davidson on the in¬ 
troduction of the present rates, which are appended. Mr. Goldsmid’s 
Report contains an account of the various tenures which obtained, 
and a full and interesting description of the constitution of the Survey 
and the manner in which the different operations were carried on, which 
however are now too well known to require further notice in this place ; 
suffice it to say that they have been the groundwork on which the whole 
system of Revenue Surveys in this Presidency has been built up; and, 
as far as the internal economy of the Department is concerned, with very 
Blight alterations it remains as it was. But the Revenue Survey was 
then still in its infancy, and its operations, admirably as they have 
answered the end in view, were not sufficiently complete or accurate 
to meet the requirements of the present day, and after a careful test 
of the old measurement it became apparent that an entire re-survey 
was absolutely necessary to enable us to carry nut U revision of the 
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assessment. The following statement shows some of the errors met 
with during the test:— 


Number Tested. 

£ 

OJ 

r-H 

6 

ft 

CM 

6 

ft 



O 

ft 

7 Do. 

o 

ft 

CD 

d 

ft 

05 

d 

ft 

o 

ft 

o 

ft 

0\ 

o 

a 

CD 

r-i 

6 

ft 

c3 

to 

6 

o 

© 

TO 

6 

<N 

6 

o 

© 

J—4 

CD 

d 

© 

*o 

© 

rH 

Above 50 per cent. 

67 

19 

8 

8 

G 

4 

3 

4 

<1 

1 

0 



1 

2 

0 

4 

3 


1 

i 

U4 


22 

12 

11 

II 

{) 

2 

8 

2 

3 

5 

i 

5 

1 

1 

7 

5 

i 

1 

3 

211 

53 


20 

_ 

17 

15 

12 

6 


3 

_ 

3 

5 

i 

6 

3 

1 

n 

8 

l 

O 

4 


16. The Report of Lieut. Davidson on the classification of soils 
is a valuable and interesting communication, 

Lieut. Davidson s He- an( j conve y 8 a dear description of the principles 
port on classification. ^ 1 r , r 

on which that part of the survey operations 
was carried out; with slight modification the scale given in diagram 
G is the same that is at present in use in this Survey. But although 
the scale was nearly similar, the standard applied appears not to have 
been uniform, Mr. Grant (under whose superintendence the revision 
operations were effected) writes thus on the subject of the old classi¬ 
fication, as compared with the revised valuation : “ Soils from the 3rd 
class downwards were entered fully two classes too low in the former 
valuation, and the 8th and 9th orders of soil were very commonly 
entered as ‘ Kharab.’ I have carefully tested the present classification, 
and have great confidence in its accuracy. In the village of Sunderpur 
the difference in the lower orders of soil is particularly noticeable. 
In Niphar the difference between the higher classes of soils is not so 
great, while the lower classes appear to have been kept up too high in 
the former classification. In Lonwadi, where there is a good deal of 
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land of the 4th, 5th, and Gth classes, the former classification appears 
exceedingly unequal, some numbers agreeing with but small difference, 
while in others the difference is very large.” The following state¬ 
ment exhibits some of the discrepancies between former and present 
classification:— 


Numbers rc-classified. 


‘278 


Numbers in which the difference in classification amounts to 


10 



ci 



pies 

a 

-ii 

d 

P 

6 

P 

to 

r—t 

ci 

1 . 1 

CO 

61 S 


55 

18 


o 

P 


o 

p 


o 

Q 


o 

p 


o 

P 


11 


17. The remarks contained in the Survey Commissioner N.D.'s 

Report on Indapur, paras. 108 to 125, regard- 

Neccssity for revision ing the old Survey operations in that district, 
ot survey aiul classifies- , ,, / * , 

tion, apply equally to the villages now under report ; 

and an entire re-survey and re-classification was 
equally necessary in this case. This, as mentioned above* was care¬ 
fully carried out under the supervision of Mr. H. M. Grant. 

18. On the question of the rates to be imposed in the two 

Mr Goldsmid and Tarfs am * Wojhar, Ml’. Goldsmid, 

Lieut. Davidson’s rates. aftei aveiy biicf statement of the considerations 

by which he had been guided in fixing them, 
decides that the maximum Jiiayet rate should he Rs. ], that for 
Patliasthal Rs. 8, and that for well irrigation Rs. 4. Mr. Davidson 
merely requests that the extension of the same rates to Chandur may 
.be sanctioned. The rates in both cases were sanctioned in Govern¬ 
ment Resolution No. 993 of 29th March 1841 and No. 3741 of 7th 
December 1841. 

19. It would appear that some modification in these orders 

Rates imposed. mUSt ha !° been subsef l uen,, y made, but of 
which neither Mr. Redder nor I have been able 
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to obtain any trace. It is however certain that, the dry-erop land 
rates were calculated at a maximum of Rs. 1-8-0, and the Pathasthal 
rates in one village are as high as Rs. 10; but I have not met with 
an instance in which the Mothasthal rate has exceeded the maximum 
laid down by Mr, Goldsmid, viz., Rs. 4. 

20. On examining the diagram showing the collections in the 

88 villages under report since the introduction 

Past collections during 0 p t ] ie p resen t settlement, I find that the aver- 
lst Decade or Lease. f . 

age cultivation during the first ten years of the 

lease was 95,8G7 acres, and the collections Rs. 80,584. There were 

three years during this period in which there were no remissions, one 

year in which the remission amounted to Rs. 7,218, or about seven 

per cent, of the total demand, and the average annual remissions were 

Rs. 1,070, or a little over one percent, 

21. During the second decennial period the average area under 

, cultivation was 98,674 acres, and the average 

2 nd Decade. 

collections Rs. 81,270. ihcrc were two years 
in which there were no remissions, one year in which the remissions 
amounted to Rs. 9,711, or 9 percent, of the demand, and the average 
remissions were Rs. 2,006, or 2 7 per cent. The average annual 
collections, however, notwithstanding- the increased remission, were 
slightly in excess of those of the former period. 

22. During the concluding ten years of the lease the average 

3rd Decade ^ ie cu ^’ vater J area rose to 110,223 acres, and 

the average collections to Rs. 90,708, there be¬ 
ing no remissions. This shows an increase over the average returns 
of the first decade of 14,350 acres under cultivation, or 14 per cent, 
increase, and Rs. 10,184 collection,or 12 percent, increase, and over 
those of the 2nd decade of 11,549 acres and Rs. 9,492, or about 11*4 
per cent, on both cultivation and collections. 


3rd Decade. 


23. On comparing the diagram with that of the Bhimthari 
Comparison with Taluka during the same period, we find that 
Bhimthari- whereas in the latter districts the cultivation 

(with the exception of a slight rise in the year after the introduction 
of the Settlement) gradually but almost uninterruptedly fell during 
the first ten years of the lease (until in the tenth year nearly one-half 



16 


of the total culturable area was waste) in the case of the districts 
before us there was an almost unchecked rise from 77,000 acres to 
97,000, or nearly 26 per cent. It may then, I think, be fairly con¬ 
cluded that the people of these districts were during this period in 
a more prosperous condition, and better able to meet a bad season, 
than those of Bhimthari ; indeed, as shown above, the remissions 
were only 1 per cent, of the demand, whereas in Bhimthari they 
were 12’7 per cent. From this date, however, it is gratifying to 
observe that both districts steadily progressed until almost the entire 
culturable area in both cases was brought under cultivation by the 
commencement of the third decennial period of the settlement, and 
the average collections for that period exceeded those of the first de¬ 
cennial period, in the case of the Bhimthari villages 61 per cent, and 
in that of those under report by 12 per cent. This result, while it is 
proof of a steadily increasing prosperity in the latter case, demon¬ 
strates still more strongly the improvement in the condition of the for¬ 
mer district, a district regarding which, a little more than a quarter of 
a century ago, Lieut. Nash wrote that he was “ at a loss to convey an 
adequate idea of the poverty and desolation which appear to be the 
prevailing characteristic of each village.” 

24. In fixing the rates which are appropriate for the different 
.... classes of soil the first consideration which pre- 

Pointa considered in ^ , „ , .... , . 

fixing rates. sents itself is naturally, what is their relative 

fertility—in other words, the amount of produce 
in each case ? This question, however, is so intricate that, as seen 
from paras. 85 and 86 of Mr. Goldsmid’s Report annexed, he was 
convinced that any attempt to carryout such calculations must end in 
signal failure. The originators of the present system of settlement, 
Messrs. Goldsm'id, Wingate, and Davidson, in determining the 
amount of rates to be levied, declared themselves to be guided chiefly 
by the following considerations, as laid down in the Joint Report 
(para. 67), viz. climate, markets, and husbandry. Mr. Goldsmid in 
his Report, para. 87, further says :— 

“ In framing the rates for the two Tarfs I have been guided 
by a careful consideration of the rates fixed in other parts of the 
country, the assessment at present nominally obtaining in these dis¬ 
tricts, the actual payments for a series of years, as far as such can be 
obtained from the imperfect records procurable from the hereditary 



l7 


officers, the effect which these payments appear to have had on the 
circumstances of the people, the altered value of money, the present 
state of agriculture, population, markets, and a variety of other parti¬ 
culars, difficult to be explained or even recollected.” 

25. These are the principal considerations on which all the ori¬ 
ginal settlements have been based. In the case of a revision of settle¬ 
ment two new features appear, as pointed out by the Survey Commis¬ 
sioner N. D. in para. 129 of his Report on Indapur, viz. the present 
state of communication, and the establishment of new or decline of old 
markets. But from his para. 157 it is evident that another and even 
more important point was chiefly considered by him in fixing his rates, 
viz. the price of grain, which indeed is almost analogous to one of thfc 
considerations enumerated by Mr. Goldsmid, namely, the altered 


Prices of grain. 


value of money ; and that this should form the most important consi¬ 
deration in the revision of rates is fully recotr- 
June 1S71. nised in para. 4 of the Government Resolu- 

tion* on the revision of the Madha Taluk&. 

26. In determining my rates I have been guided by the princi- 

Prices of rain P^ es set f° rt h * a foregoing two paras., to 
which I have given my best consideration; and 
with a view to the determination of the question of the rise in prices 
I have had statements compiled of the prices of grain during the last 
thirty years at Nasik, Chandur, and Niphar, but such statements, 
especially during the earlier years, cannot be regarded as perfectly 
satisfactory. I have, however, fortunately met with a return compiled 
by Lieut. Colonel (then Ensign) Day, and submitted with his Re¬ 
port on the Settlement of the N&sik Taluka, and copy of which I ap¬ 
pend. You will see from this that the avorage prices of the principal 
products in 1842 and 1843 in Nasik and Ch&ndur were as follows:— 


Wheat. Bajri. Rice. Gram. 

Nasik .... 33 seers 37 seers 14 seers 33 seers. 

Chandur. 35 42 13 33 

The average prices for 1870-71 are— 

Wheat. B&jrL Rice. Gram, 

Nasik ... 10 seers 12 seers 8 seers 12*25 seers. 

Chandur . 1187 13*12 7*5 12*5 

Niphar,,,,,.,,.,12 14 6'5 12*87 

3 c 
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or an increase in the Nasik market of in wheat 230, bajri 208, 
rice 75, and gram 170 per cent.; and in Ch&ndur in wheat 200, b&jri 
220, rice 73, and gram 170 per cent. 

27. The appended Statement C shows the average prices 
during each of the three decades at Nasik, Chandur, and Niphar, and 
the rise in prices which has taken place during that time. As 
was to be expected, the greatest rise is found in Niphar, which, from 
being at the time of the present Settlement an out-of-tlie-way place, 
is now the site of a Mamlatdar’s station and also of a station of the 
G. I. P. Railway. The increase, taking the average price of all the 
t]hree markets, is as follows:— 



Price higher than during 
1st Decade. 

Price higher than during 
2nd Decade. 


185 per cent. 

135 per cent. 

BSjrf . 

178 „ 

100 „ 


102 „ 

66 „ 


146 „ 

oo 

00 


28. If, however, we take the average prices of the last five 
years of the second and third decades of the lease and compare them 
with those of the first fifteen years (as done by me in my late Report 
on the Bhimthari rates), the result shows that prices have risen in the 


following proportion:— 

Wheat,. 73*2 per cent. 

Bajri . 71*6 „ 

Rice 61*5 „ 

Gram .. 87*6 „ 


29. It appears, then, that a rise in the price of the two staple 
products of the district, wheat and bdjri, of 73*2 

hf future* Pri ° eB ^ in the forraer and 71 ‘ 6 P er cent * in the latter ’ 
over the average of fifteen years, may fairly be 

taken to represent the average standard of prices which we may 

expect to be maintained in the future. 
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30. Taking this standard as a guide, and making allowance foi 
fluctuations, I think that an increase on the 
Proposed rates. present assessment of between 50 and 60 per 

cent, may he reasonably imposed. The present maximum rate, as 
explained above, is Rs. 1-8, but the instances in which the full rate 
has been assessed are very rare. In the adjoining villages of Sawar* 
gaon, Nasik Collectorate, the present maximum rate is Rs. 1-4; in 
Maligam it is Rs. 2-8; and in Abhona Rs. 1-12. I propose a 
maximum rate of Rs. 2 for Jir&yet lands (with an addition of 4 
annas, or in all Rs. 2-4, in villages close to railway stations), decreas¬ 
ing to a maximum of Rs. 1-8 in the more remote and less advan¬ 
tageously circumstanced villages. We shall then have three classes 
of villages to come under the maximum rates of Rs. 2, Rs. 1-12, 
and Rs. 1-8, with a special addition of 4 annas to a few villages which 
are close to railway stations. The following statement shows the 
number of villages under each class, and their grouping will be seen 
from the annexed maps. 



No. of 
Villages. 

Maximum 

dry-crop 

rates. 

RS MARKS. 




i 

Class I. 

22 

Rs. 2 

1 

(" Villages within easy reach of the rail- 
way stations or near large markets, or 
kon highroad. 

Class II. 

38 

Rs. 1-12 

( Villages not so favourably situated 
\as those of Class I. 

Class III. 

22 

Rs. 1-8 

( Villages chiefly of Chdndur and 
i most distant from the railway stations. 

Special rate 
of 4 annas. 

6 

Rs. 2-4 

/ Villages at which or close to which 

L there are railway stations. 

Total No. of 
villages. 

88 




The lapsed village mentioned in ray 2nd para, comes under Class I. 
as will be seen from the map. 
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31. The Patasthal lands of this district are inferior to those of 
p , , . . Kh&ndesh, and, with only one or two exceptions, 

are not divided, as in Khfindesh, into “ Phads,” 
or divisions regularly planted with a uniform rotation of crops. Nor 
indeed is the water-supply from the Patts, except in a very few 
villages, perennial, and even where it is, I am informed the outturn of 
sugar, Kamod rice, and other crops requiring much water is inferior 
to that of Khandesh. Under these circumstances I do not consider 
that a higher water*rate than Rs. 10 (independent of and in addition 
to the dry-crop rate) can be fairly imposed, and that only in the case 
of two villages. I propose, then, to make Rs. 10 the maximum 
water-rate, decreasing, according to supply of water, to Rs. 2-8. 
The effect of the proposed rates in the 88 villages formerly settled is 
shown below 


— ■ — - - ■ " — 

Cultivated land. 



Unculti¬ 
vated as¬ 
sessed. 

Total. 



Assessment, 

i 

i 

. j 

3 

» 


g 




Area. 


Pathas- 

thal. 

i 

2 

A 

3 

3 

i j 

-4 

<v 

3 

Area. 

Q 

a 

« 

M 

V 

PI 

n 


Acres. 

RsT* 

Rs. 

Rs« 

Ac. 

Us. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

A ssessment according 

| 124,021 





1 




to proposed rates. 

1,35,156 

16,573 

Patt and 
Mothas- 
thal. 

1,53,729 

764 

426 

1,24,785 

1,54,155 

Assessment according 

1 









to present rates. 

i 110,934 

74,506 

16,954 

91,460 

615 

271 

111,549 

91,731 

Increase... 

13,087 

60,650 

1,619 

! 

62,269 

IS 

u 




32. 


The above statement shows an increase on the total assess¬ 
ment of Rs. 62,424, and on that of cultivated 
lands of Rs. 62,269, or 68 per cent. But the 
increase in the area of land hitherto not record¬ 
ed as cultivated is 13,087, or 11 per cent, of the total cultivation. 


Increase by proposed 
rates. 
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33. The average dry-crop assessment is Rs. 1-1-5 per acre, and 
if we calculate the increased cultivated area at 
verage rates. tjjjg ra t e jfc w jn give R,g, 14,245, which, deduct¬ 
ed from the increase of assessment shown above, will leave Rs. 48,024 
as the actual increase caused by the new rates, which is equivalent 
to a rise of 52*39, or nearly the same as that proposed by me for 
Bhimthari. The present rate on Mothasthal and PatasthaJ land 
taken together (and in most cases the rate was imposed in a lump on 
both, and the amount of each cannot be ascertained) is Rs. 3-11, 
The proposed average rate on Patasthal lands (including the dry- 
crop assessment) is Rs. 6-7. 


34. The present average dry-crop rate is 11 annas 2 pies per 

acre, and that of the new rates, as.shown above, 
Average assessment by j| s 14.5 The present average rate on irri- 

gated and umrrigated land taken together is 
13 annas 5 pies, and that by the new rates Rs. 1-3-10. The 
Mothasthal or well lands, in accordance with the system pursued in 
the Dakhan, have only been assessed at the highest Jirayet rate, and 
that only in the case of wells which existed before the present settle¬ 
ment ; in that of new wells the lands have been assessed as ordinary 
dry-crop land. 

35. In two villages, Rasulpur and Jalgaon (a lapsed village), 
water has been supplied for irrigation by a cut made by Government 
in 1869 from the Bhandara of the village of Pimpri, and an agree¬ 
ment was entered into by the Collector with the cultivators that crop 
rates per acre would be levied for seven years on all lands irrigated 
in the following manner:— 


On perennial supply ...Rs. 8 

8 months’ do... ,, 4 

*4 months’ do...,.... „ 2 


Water was supplied from November 1869 to the end of March 1870 
to 40 acres 34 g. in Jalgaon, and 15 acres 8 g. in Rasulpur, and to 
22 acres 25 g. in Jalgaon, and 4 acres in Rasulpur up to 1st May, 
when the supply ceased. In 1870-71 water was supplied in Rasulpur 
for eight months to l£ acres, and to 8 acres for four months, the pay¬ 
ments being Rs. 23-7-7, and in Jalgaon to 32acres for eight months 
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and to 27 acres for four months, the payments being Rs. 182-3-9 ; I 
purpose examining both these villages at the time of settlement, in 
order to ascertain what land can be irrigated, and will then allot final 
rates to be levied at the expiry of the present agreement. It is 
possible also that I may find it necegsary at the same time to modify 
some of the Pitasthal rates proposed by me. 

36. Whilst on the subject of Patasthal lands, I would suggest 
that the Kulkarnis in every district should be directed to report an¬ 
nually to the Mamlatddr the date up to which the supply of water 
from the different Patts in the villages under their charge flows, and 
the Mamlatdar should occasionally test the correctness of these reports. 
These returns should be carefully filed, and would form valuable 
records at any future revision of rates. 

37. The measurement of the villages under report was com¬ 
menced under the superintendence of Mr. H. M. Grant in 1867-68, 
and completed in 1868-69. The classification was carried out under 
the superintendence of Mr. A. Cumming during 1869-70, and was 
completed in November 1870. In consequence of a report made by 
that officer that the classification of some villages which had been 
classed during his absence on forest demarcation had been found 
faulty, I personally took a further test, as requested by the Survey 
Commissioner, N, D., of eight villages, which, on the whole, was 
satisfactory; but I would (with all respect to Government) represent 
that as long as Assistants in the Survey are detached on extraneous 
duties to the detriment of their own work, it can scarcely be expected 
to retain that accuracy which it is our constant endeavour to maintain. 

38. The usual returns of test are appended, and call for no par¬ 
ticular remarks. 

39. The boundary-marks throughout this district are in excel¬ 
lent order, and their condition speaks well for the attention paid to 
their preservation by the district authorities. 

40. Two maps are appended—one of the Niphar Taluka, and 
the other of that portion of the Chandur Taluka in which the villages 
referred to herein are contained. The arrangement of the groups of 
villages is shown by distinctive colours. 
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41. In conclusion I shall feel obliged by your forwarding this 
Report at your earliest convenience, as it is desirable to commence 
the preparation of the settlement papers as soon as possible. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. WADDINGTON, Lieut.-Colonel, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Puna and Nasik. 



Number. 
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STATEMENT contrasting present and proposed Assessment for 88 


Present Assessment according to Cultivation 
Betums for tho year 1870-71. 


Proposed 

under 



Aores. 
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J en 

<D 
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10 

407 

17 
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70 

836 

180 


1,072 


85 

24 
89 
12 

131 

74 

64 

77 

12 

68 
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Thofciilo .. 

583 

238 

ii 

29 

594 

267 

875 

83 

22 

Erahraang&on Vinokur 

299 

365 

59 

274 

358 

639 

324 

3 

23 

YelipUr... 

715 

049 

20 

71 

741 

.720 

752 

75 

24 

Chivpadgdon. 

1,049 

1,105 

34 

107 

1,083 

1,212 

1,069 

74 

25 

Tarukodal. 

1,039 

1,-105 

21 

65 

1,660 

1,470 

1,885 

70 

20 

Dinduri... 

463 

462 



463 

462 

477 


27 

Kh;'mg&on Thadi . 

G14 

571 



014 

571 

683 


28 

Khadak Mrilig&m. 

2,973 

1,702 

78 

275 

3,051 

1,977 

3,084 

213 


Total. 

20,150 

20,070 

1,209 

0,060 

27,719 

26,130 

28,267 

1,428 

29 

Jhivali: . 

703 

448 

44 

134 

747 

682 

691 

83 

39 

Dikshi . 

919 

004 

|^16 

02 

035 

72Q 

eio 

29 

31 

Karadl . 

1,173 

1,230 

190 

796 

1,369 

2,026 

1,216 

61 

32 

Davadiwari .. 

1,054 

092 

57 

210 

1,1.11 

908 

1,051 

43 

33 

Locwiid . 

930 

9-12 

22 

70 

952 

1,018 

899 

07 

31 

PancUkeakwar. 

953 

Oil 

31 

93 

987 

704 

928 

75 

35 

Palkhod . 

2,539 

1,359 

150 

503 

2,095 

1,862 

2,071 

199 

36 

Siiwargaon . 

1,034 

378 

17 

48 

1,041 

436 

1,408 

64 

37 


2,591 

949 

80 

259 

2,071 

1,208 

2,800 

37 

3B 


880 

384 

72 

252 

952 

636 

886 

60 

39 


896 

571 

141 

484 

1,037 

1,050 

892 

120 

40 

Sarolo Krd. 

70S 

25( 

31 

78 

737 

329 

625 

73 
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3,658 
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. 

38,003 

0,924 

44,927 

3,047 

18,791 

11 

71 



17 4 
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774 

915 


915 

27 

333 

3 

57 

1 12 


15 3 

6 

945 

966 

40 

1,000 

10 

280 

1 

38 

... 

7 8 

110 

208 

1,545 

2,187 

1,327 

3,511 

17t 

1,488 

13 

73 


5 8 

2 4 3 

72 

1,100 

1,027 

298 

• 1*925 

55 

1,017 

5 

112 


5 8 

1 10 4 

53 

1,019 

1,403 

188 

1,591 

07 

573 

7 

56 


4 0 

17 0 

30 

1,033 

1,019 

72 

1,091 

40 

387 

4-5 

55 


2 8 

1 0 10 

208 

3,078 

3,095 

821 


383 

2,054 

14 

110 


5 8 

1 4 5 

10 

1,488 

858 

40 

898 

447 

472 

43 

110 


2 8 

0 9 8 

94 

2,931 

1,009 

397 

2,06G 

260 

85S 

9-5 

71 

1 12 

5 8 

0 11 3 

47 

GOo 

882 

187 

1 OfW 

41 

433 
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a n 

7 19 

151 

i/i/ij 

1,103 

1,147 

554 

i, 

1,701 

120 

045 

12 

UO 

G1 


‘it U 

4 0 

11 " 

17 4 


898 

568 
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50b 

101 

239 

I 

21 

72 
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Bralimangaon Winas . 

806 

350 

58 

242 

864 

592 

933 

17 

42 

W ahigSon.... 

1,047 

1,006 

12 

40 

1,059 

1,046 

996 

70 

43 

Bharwas . 

1,030 

628 

5 

13 

1,035 

641 

1,106 

10 

44 

Dahig&on ... 

500 

628 

3 

10 

5C9 

538 

561 

29 

45 

Nandgion......... 

1,595 

C55 

46 

118 

1,641 

773 

1,695 

78 

46 

Dhanoro . 

1,326 

670 

13 

37 

1,339 

707 

1,494 

4 

47 

Pachoro Krd. 

705 

640 

12 

38 

717 

684 

797 

49 

48 

Faclioro Bk. ... 

1,8C8 

900 

19 

65 

1,387 

905 

1,469 

8 

49 

Maralgoi Krd... 

679 

823 

10 

39 

6S9 

802 

656 

54 

50 

Maralgo! Bk. 

864 

894 

6 

18 

870 

912 

928 

23 

51 

Gondegaon . 

1,575 

1,447 

47 

139 

1,622 

1,580 

1,013 

85 

52 

Goleg6on .♦.... 

518 

886 

U 

37 

532 

423 

647 

34 

53 

Kanlad... 

1,820 

2,500 



1,829 

2,500 

2,152 

3 

54 

Kolgaon . 

1,470 

1,817 

14 

42 

1,484 

1,859 

1,600 

34 

55 

Ajampur . 

399 

489 


... 

390 

489 

438 

»*» 

50 

Dooguon . 

8,642 

3,158 

17 

47 

3,659 

3,205 

3,850 

42 

57 

Bui.... 

1,680 

1,184 

10 

24 

1,690 

1,208 

1,689 

68 

58 

Dliurangaon Vir .. 

2,151 

853 

40 

104 

2,191 

957 

2,503 

135 

69 

Dhuraugaon Khndak ...... 

1,907 

854 

14 

37 

1,981 

891 

2,102 

84 

60 

SaroloThadi.. 

996 

683 

29 

79 

1,025 

762 

1,264 

22 

Cl 

Bokad Dara ..... 

460 

170 

3 

15 

466 

185 

648 

11 

02 

Wahigion Std .... 

1,528 

879 

115 

152 

1,043 

1,331 

1,653 

123 

63 

Rcdguon Krd.. 

1,503 

862 

... 

191 

1,358 

1 ,053 

1,324 

97 


28 



















59 

1,009 

733 

264 

997 

145 

405 

10 

68 


5 S 

0 15 9 


1,000 

1,481 


1,481 

7 

485 

7 

41 



10 3 


1,122 

1,050 


1,050 

87 

409 

8 

63 



0 14 11 

... 

590 

811 


811 

21 

273 

4 

50 

... 

.. 

1 5 11 

23 

1,790 

1,330 

80 

1,410 

155 

643 

9 

83 


4 

0 12 7 


1,-508 

1,314 

... 

1,314 

159 

607 

12 

85 



0 14 0 

... 

810 

994 

... 

994 

12!) 

310 

IS 

45 



12 8 


1,4/7 

1,450 

... 

1,450 

90 

4S5 

6-5 

50 



0 15 8 


710 

1,090 


1,090 

21 

228 

3 

2b 



18 6 


931 

1,247 


1,247 

81 

335 

9 

30 


... 

1 4 11 

3 

1,701 

2,189 

12 

2,201 

79 

615 

5 

3S 


4 0 

14 8 


0S1 

008 

... 

068 

149 

245 

28 

57 


... 

0 15 0 


2,155 

3,377 

... 

3,377 

320 

877 

17-5 

35 


... 

19 0 


1,034 

2,479 


2,479 

150 

020 

10 

33 



18 3 


433 

710 

... 

710 

39 

221 

9-5 

50 



1 9 10 


3,892 

4,525 


4,525 

233 

1,320 

0 

41 



12 7 


1,757 

2,274 


2,274 

67 

1,066 

4 

88 



00 

... 

2,038 

2,089 


2,089 

447 

1,132 

20 

118 



0 12 7 


2,130 

1,894 

... 

1,894 

155 

1,003 

8 

112 



0 14 3 

... 

1,280 

1,421 

... 

1,421 

261 

059 

35-5 

80 



110 

k| 

659 

340 


346 

193 

161 

11 

87 



0 8 0 

113 

1,889 

1,818 

671 

2,389 

246 

1,058 

15 

79 


5 8 

14 2 

IK) 

1,457 

1,393 

161 

1,554 

99 

501 

7 

47 


5 8 

0 14 6 


29 
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Villages o f the Niphdr ami Ohandiir Tdlulcds of the Nasik Collectorate. 


Assessment calculated on the Area 
Cultivation, 

Increase in 
Area and i 
Assessment! 

according 
to proposed 
Settlement 

Per¬ 

centage 

increase. 

© 

1 

Do- Pitasthal rate. 

! 

Average rate per Acre. | 

ts 

< 

X 

fid 

as 


do 

< 

PL, *2 

ft* 

Si 

»“2 ED 

3 a 

B 

W 

tn 

© 

31 

1 6 

Total Assessment, 
Its. 

2 £ 
f £ 

J* 

p. 

11 

Total 

Acres, 

8 

<1 

Assessment. 

Acres. 

A 

i 

<Q 

© 

01 

m 

< 

19 

.1 

1 

1 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

102 

1,601 

699 

509 

1,208 

883 

489 

84 

57 


5 8 

0 12 10 


115 

2,071 

1,652 

510 

2,192 

80 


4 

54 


5 8 

1 0 10 


80 

637 

616 

474 

1,020 

32 

413 

5 

68 


7 8 

1 10 1 


09 

1,176 

532 

310 

842 

170 

233 

17 

88 

... 

d 

00 

0 11 5 



1,958 

963 

... 

983 

263 

1 4 H 

3 If 

14 

54 

... 

... 

0 8 1 


939 

25,085 

16,751 

4,174 

20,925 

-Nj 

3,123 

8.207 




1 

0 13 4 






m 

13,087 

62,269 

11 

■ 

I 



1 3 10 

..... 


... 

764 

426 


420 

149 

155 

24 

57 



0 8 11 


3,065 

1,21,785 

1,35,582 

18,573 

1,64,1 do 

13,236 

62,124 

11-8 

08 



13 9 



979 

1 

1 

l,582i ... 

1 

1 

1,582 


435 

1 

37 

2-0 


1 9 11 



W. WADDINGTON, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Puna and Ndsik. 
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CONTRASTED STATEMENT of the Number of Houses, Inhabitants, 

(he Nasik Collectorate a cording to 


1 


1 

2 
3 


4 

6 

6 

0 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 


Names op Villages. 

00 

V 

9 

O 

w 

INHABITANTS. 

Occupation, 

Wells. 

Males. 

i 

73 

I 

TotaL 

•[eiu^noLLSy 

Other Trades. 

In good condi¬ 
tion. 

Out of repair. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

n 

8 

9 

10 


322 

1078 

872 

1950 

785 

1185 

49 

1 

Kosbe Niph&r. 

607 

1528 

1417 

2945 

1002 

1943 

02 

9 

Naitfild .. 

64 

220 

173 

893 

208 

185 

14 

13 


110 

313 

283 

590 

401 

195 

20 

4 

SunderpCir... 

17 

41 

38 

79 

41 

38 

8 

... 


26 

78 

69 

147 

94 

53 

S 

... 


85 

201 

167 

368 

259 

109 

18 

2 

Sivre ... 

116 

294 

284 

578 

413 

105 

24 

... 

fifiBulptir . 

20 

49 

50 

99 

70 

29 

4 



22 

59 

47 

100 

58 

48 

3 


Kurudgiion. 

34 

104 

91 

195 

106 

89 

1 



62 

149 

107 

310 

163 

153 

5 

1 

Bolas . 

44 

117 

124 

241 

111 

130 

5 

1 


82 

235 

224 

459 

227 

232 

10 

1 

Nandurdi . 

139 

450 

367 

823 

388 

435 

17 



205 

595 

574 

1109 

613 

550 

20 

15 

Dfttiane . 

28 

63 

71 

134 

00 

68 

10 

2 


46 

141 

159 

300 

109 

131 

10 

3 

JhivaW .. 

24 

70 

04 

134 

50 

84 

10 

2 


48 

120 

133 

259 

132 

127 

14 


Dikshi ....... 

25 

60 

79 

145 

105 

40 

4 

... 


47 

10! 

111 

212 

150 

50 

8 

1 

Therg&on . 

32 

79 

78 

157 

83 

124 

10 

7 


40 

128 

104 

232 

109 

123 

12 

1 

Piuipri .. 






No 

record. 



121 

354 

334 

688 

304 

324 

12 



67 

200 

211 

471 

• 324 

147 

21 

4 


135 

457 

417 

874 

381 

490 

28 

8 

BJiarwas . 

12 

32 

29 

61 

48 

13 

4 

2 


27 

08 

71 

139 

64 

75 

0 

1 

Sarolo Thadi . 

50 

201 

157 

358 

212 

146 

12 

1 


98 

200 

250 

516 

280 

236 

15 

2 

Biwargaon. 



No 

rocord. 



0 

1 


00 

164 

153 

317 

192 

125 

10 


Sonodi Ehurd .. 

4 

11 

8 

19 

19 





13 

32 

21 

53 

47 

6 

1 



28 

79 

85 

104 

95 

69 

18 

2 


52 

150 

162 


142 

160 

16 

2 

Sarole Khurd . 

25 

72 

64 


98 

38 

9 

2 


85 

102 

97 


134 

65 

6 

8 


























11 


50 


00 

054 

537 

177 

875 

86 

72 

181 

108 

529 

734 

118 

1018 

91 

n 


18 

209 

148 

29 

9 

13 

25 

70 

48 

193 

200 

63 

194 

20 

8 


3 

34 

1 

15 


8 

~L3 

11 

23 

42 

9 

75 

4 

20 

20 

144 

190 

53 

378 

16 

24 

53 

102 

173 

231 

06 

351 

17 

4 


9 

77 

65 

4 


10 

8 

15 

14 

88 

59 

13 

28 

2 

l 

7 

97 

79 

20 

228 

10 

6 

24 

27 

09 

103 

13 

228 

13 

0 

13 

151 

142 

32 

123 

19 

11 

6 

51 

92 

179 

33 

101 

25 

17 


19 

282 

270 

80 

127 

23 

52 

118 

62 

255 

114 

77 

380 

34 

12 

8 

47 

51 

a 

23 

3 

13 

24 

31 

54 

124 

20 

82 

3 

12 


9 

82 

61 

11 


2 

14 

25 

23 

57 

180 

6 

08 

7 

4 


8 

48 

60 

3 

10 

2 

9 

25 

18 

00 

114 

ft 

69 

2 

17 


7 

38 

39 

8 

34 

4 

13 

9 

8 

29 

08 

9 

1 

2 

12 

50 

48 

124 

257 

55 

471 

17 

25 


0 

108 

199 

30 

133 

21 

86 

64 

40 

148 

353 

65 

787 

33 

0 


5 

40 

83 

10 


6 

7 

13 

17 

GO 

50 

5 

48 

4 

13 

12 

188 

117 

10 

230 

9 

17 

38 

51 

95 

170 

14 

456 

10 

7 

10 

40 

29 

"iso 

156 

"47 

""92 

~*4 


3 

12 

14 

3 

2 

4 

i 

9 

10 

• 22 

37 

13 

9 


15 


6 

71 

66 

19 

22 

8 

17 

37 

28 

122 

163 

24 

100 

9 

11 


5 

88 

58 

40 

3 

3 

14 

24 

2 

46 

98 

SO 

221 

12 


6 c 


35 













21 

Sbirnad . 

No 

record. 


72 

54 

18 

3 

3 



107 

371 

333 

704 

477 

227 

28 

11 

22 

Eanwad . 

30 

115 

93 

208 

,121 

87 



' 


92 

233 

223 

456 

220 

230 

8 

3 

23 

Redg&on Bk, . 

83 

75 

79 

154 

77 

77 

9 




72 

223 

218 

441 

199 

242 

14 


24 

Lonw4di ,, . . . 

50 

139 

108 

247 

181 | 

116 

4 

1 



58 

184 

176 

360 

145 

215 

8 

7 

25 

Lfisalgdon . . . 

142 

517 

439 

956 

152 | 

804 

20 

2 



223 

464 

410 

874 

198 

676 

18 

4 

28 

Manori . .. 

22 

69 

50 

119 

81 

38 

2 




35 

88 

92 

180 

98 

82 

3 

t i , 

27 

Maralgoi Kd. .. 

40 

132 

112 

224 

146 

78 

7 

3 



65 

131 

120 

251 

129 

122 

8 

3 

28 

Mdralgoi Bk . 

21 

48 

44 

92 

73 

19 

2 

2 



40 

97 

103 

200 

113 

87 

2 

2 

29 

Bui . 

•.» 



205 

158 

47 

8 

2 



122 

292 

283 

575 

388 

237 

6 

13 

30 

Dbanora .... . 




52 

48 

4 

8 

2 



22 

73 

72 

145 

80 

65 

3 


31 

Dkurangdon Vir,., . 




224 

190 

34 

13 

14 



106 

283 

291 

574 

383 

191 

22 

20 

32 

Dfcurangdou Kbadak... . 

50 

119 

126 

245 

122 

123 

7 

10 



89 

276 

189 

405 

157 

308 

8 

4 

33 

Pimpalgaon Baswant ... 


... 


1043 

725 

318 

2 

1 



631 

1402 

1416 

2908 

1053 

1855 

62 

15 

34 

Pam-hkoRhwar . 

23 

105 

67 

172 

133 

39 

10 

4 



45 

125 

121 

246 

84 

162 

9 

2 

85 

Palkhed . 

114 

531 

318 

849 

435 

414 

26 

6 



375 

600 

558 

1158 

469 

689 

41 

12 

36 

Pachore Bk... 

42 

196 

113 

309 

236 

! 73 

8 

20 



74 

192 

179 

371 

280 

91 

14 

5 

37 

Padiore Kd..... 

19 

89 

55 

144, 

110 

34 

4 

4 



40 

92 

83 

175 

127 

48 

4 

5 

38 ■; 

Brakmangaon (Wanaa). 

20 

139 

112 

251 

213 

38 

. . . 




37 

81 

86 

107 

59 

108 

8 

5 

89 

Brahmangdon (Viachur) .. 

13 

114 

49 

163 

132 

31 

6 




28 

64 

63 

127 

114 

13 

6 

1 

40 

Bokad Dara ... 




36 

31 

5 

3 

1 



27 

70 

69 

139 

109 

80 

4 

1 

41 

Wadali . 

72 

433 

141 

574 

413 

161 




i. 

101 

251 

292 

■ 

543 

348 

195 

2 

1 


36 























6 


1 

39 

32 


93 

5 

40 

(S3 

27 

150 

295 

43 

17 

12 



1 

149 

98 

37 

43 

9 

ii 

43 

24 

122 

185 

39 

89 

17 

9 

... 

11 

120 

78 

42 

16 

13 

15 

41 

45 

80 

171 

58 

2 

-7 

5 


4 

87 

101 

14 

37 

0 

15 

35 

19 

70 

132 

17 

26 

10 

. 22 


10 

193 

104 

41 

46 

14 

22 

25 

64 

59 

182 

25 

86 

29 

2 

... 

8 

36 

41 


8 

1 

3 

IS 

16 

27 

58 

11 

21 

' 7 

10 


9 

94 

99 

17 

44 

15 

11 

28 

28 

45 

81 

13 

61 

10 

4 


2 

92 

45 

15 

23 


4 

24 

27 

57 

85 

16 

74 

3 

10 


41 

321 

208 

97 

39 

7 

21 

62 

73 

141 

224 

82 

112 

14 

10 


1 

9 

32 

14 

6 

6 

3 

8 

7 

42 

41 

12 

54 

6 

27 


14 

177 

88 

58 

10 

9 

42 

68 

53 

163 

223 

44 

249 

21 

17 


5 

88 

84 

20 

434 

24 

12 

37 

13 

99 

149 

21 

40 

18 

3 

... 

69 

54o 

343 

96 

42 

36 

159 

169 

179 

500 

820 

153 

71 

73 

14 


3 

55 

63 

16 

8 

7 

11 

19 

14 

51 

84 

35 

59 

5 

32 


22 

387 

190 

40 

564 

19 

59 

101 

65 

195 

389 

60 

2052 

46 

28 


12 

112 

1X8 

29 

50 

12 

19 

41 

32 

129 

165 

40 

37 

12 

8 


4 

89 

62 

12 

19 

12 

9 

19 

8 

36 

80 

15 

37 

10 



7 

88 

68 

19 

6 


13 

12 

14 

20 

63 

11 

20 

6 ' 

6 


9 

58 

58 

5 

6 

3 

7 

24 

15 

27 

72 

0 

17 

2 

4 


3 

38 

28 

4 

3 

1 

5 

22 

18 

62 

91 

19 

100 

3 



38 

282 

170 

19 

374 

9 

3 

61 

66 

115 

188 | 

1 

24 

154 

11 


37 





42 Wari . 25 11? 88 205 180 75 8 4 

03 176 158 834 180 154 11 i 

43 WanasgSon. 48 180 120 800 153 147 20 6 

91 317 291 60S 298 310 28 7 

44 VeUptir . 29 151 73 224 169 55 7 

34 123 118 241 120 121 7 '"2 

45 Wikad. 173 14.9 24 2 5 

63 170 165 835 210 125 8 4 

46 DeogSon .. 095 602 93 n m 

288 562 548 1110 • 91 519 6 22 

47 Kanlad... 187 102 25 

36 89 99 188 93 95 ”l "4 

48 Gondegaon. 196 108 88 18 4 

174 383 363 746 312 434 15 

49 KattbHri . 131 113 18 8 "'3 

44 184 180 364 285 79 10 9 

50 NandurKd... 75 61 14 9 1 

58 135 121 256 182 74 10 1 

61 Thetalo . CO ‘ 61 5 5 2 

23 56 70 126 84 42 3 1 

52 DavacbwAri..,,. 186 141 45 23 5 

111 296 269 565 379 186 17 1 

53 Daopdr . 77 63 14 5 1 

63 149 132 281 187 91 11 3 

54 Khingfion . ... 81 7] 10 

15 42 42 84 71 13 ’"a "2 

65 Kolgiou ... ... . 161 128 33 5 1 

71 180 164 344 186 158 4 1 

56 Tusi ... ... ... ... .... 12 

8 28 24 62 51 "l 4 2 

57 Dinduri . 86 76 10 2 

46 117 103 220 1 50 70 2 

58 Dahig&on . . ;.. 43 35 8 1 2 

18 45 42 87 65 22 5 2 

59 Karsul. 276 190 86 9 

182 441 430 871 409 462 1 ’ 0 

60 MUligam Kkadak . ... 307 226 81 

ICO 468 458 921 595 326 42 

19 Khdngam Thudi .! . 9 5 4 2 2 

30 100 88 188 69 99 ... 4 

02 Cbapadgdou . 135 95 40 IS 1 

77 237 223 460 214 2 46 16 1 


38 


























12 


6 

115 

77 

31 

401 

12 

i 

18 

31 

20 

95 

122 

34 

382 

10 


26 


12 

123 

147 

26 

406 

19 


35 

57 

40 

162 

233 

54 

302 

11 


7 


2 

29 

54 

20 

26 

2 


9 

21 

16 

69 

78 

19 

48 

7 


7 


13 

145 

135 

14 

302 

10 


7 

26 

19 

57 

113 

10 


7 


21 


57 

4-11 

349 

195 

532 

35 

1 

29 

107 

107 

359 

411 

81 

743 

40 




22 

123 

116 

43 


7 


5 

12 

5 

39 

66 

7 

40 

8 


20 


28 

300 

170 

94 

99 

38 


15 

57 

31 

68 

230 

33 

163 

18 


11 


9 

117 

80 

17 

23 

1 

X 

20 

"i.7 

50 

147 

181 

29 

94 

5 


10 


6 

113 

70 

38 


3 


11 

41 

34 

102 

168 

33 

"5 

8 


7 


1 

53 

56 

22 




4 

19 

15 

07 

73 

35 

’a 

'2 


28 


17 

187 

141 

21 

207 

16 

1 

19 

31 

44 

178 

208 

21 

162 

10 


6 

... 

,,, 

53 

76 

26 

10 

9 

2 

ie 

32 

17 

51 

135 

23 

90 

10 





35 

53 

3 

6 



5 

9 

11 

63 

33 

1 

9 

2 


6 



58 

134 

11 

48 

8 


5 

g 

"27 

18 

92 

118 

26 

139 

7 


0 

"’9 

fl" 

33 

33 

13 


... 


2 

... 

2 

14 

40 

6 

8 

"l 


2 

17 

20 

08 

09 

4 

30 

5 


3 


7 

54 

87 

22 


7 


7 


21 

29 

38 

20 

h 

3 




18 

170 

196 

67 

96 

8 


25 

69 

44 

104 

228 

33 

75 

18 




30 

299 

227 

93 

114 

31 


43 

84 

70 

223 

352 

80 

610 

35 


4 

i) 

1 

21 

10 

8 


2 


4 

1 

5 

41 

55 

13 

37 



14 


9 

203 

113 

29 

70 

13 

17 

do 

72 

175 

227 

56 

39 

18 


39 








63 

Golegfion..... 


» 


21 

18 

6 

5 



16 

45 

43 

88 

65 

23 

5 

1 

64 

WahigSon . 

,,, 



165 

140 

25 

5 

1 


61 

142 

134 

276 

192 

84 

7 

4 

66 

Tdrukedal ... 




122 

98 

24 

8 

5 



63 

3.44 

140 

284 

160 

124 

8 

3 

60 

N&ndg&on . 


.*« 

... 

96 

68 

28 

13 

4 


63 

154 

137 

291 

149 

142 

16 

10 

67 

Ajampur. 



... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

68 

Khed . 




175 

109 

*66 

*12 

”'l 

129 

351 

3(is 

716 

276 

440 

24 

1 

69 

Hewar Kliede .. 

... 


... 

195 

173 

22 

11 

8 


86 

247 

248 

495 

331 

164 

14 

7 

70 

Bhoigfion . 




264 

185 

79 

7 

9 


60 

160 

131 

291 

£32 

59 

7 

... 

71 

Dahiwad . 



... 

148 

121 

27 

5 

5 


58 

156 

124 

280 

75 

205 

5 

4 

72 

Koltok. 




38 

32 

6 

3 




17 

44 

38 

82 

62 

20 

3 

3 

78 

Waliig&on . 




247 

204 

43 

18 

3 


82 

282 

237 

519 

276 

243 

16 

12 

74 

Ohineholo . 

... 



37 

31 

6 

2 

5 



26 

69 

59 

128 

107 

21 

2 

2 

75 

Kaji Sangwi .. 



180 

106 

82 

24 

11 

... 


72 

204 

384 

233 

151 

10 


76 

Rodgaon (Kd.) . 



177 

109 

88 

21 

13 

8 


58 

204 

881 

261 

120 

12 

11 

77 

tfndral. 

. . . 



181 

159 

22 

15 

9 



72 

241 

223 

464 

302 

162 

28 

1 

78 

Ganur. 

,,, 

... 


173 

126 

47 

11 

1 



116 

316 

316 

632 

473 

159 

15 

2 

79 





70 

51 

19 

9 

2 


36 

146 

120 

266 

198 

68 

8 

1 

80 

Jopnl. 




162 

144 

18 

14 

3 


(ic 

in 

180 

351 

207 

144 

15 

5 

81 





24 

24 


4 

5 


22 

55 

54 

109 

94 

15 

8 

8 

82 

Pathar Sheiabs . 


... 

... 

123 

105 

18 

10 

5 



54 

164 

162 

326 

168 

158 

19 

2 

83 

Parsul. 




122 

103 

19 

13 

5 



62 

210 

209 

419 

236 

183 

22 



40 
























1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 


5 


1 

22 

32 

6 


2 

6 

12 

0 

50 

44 

15 

2 

2 

6 


16 

127 

112 

27 

20 

14 

11 

29 

30 

109 

117 

40 

26 

7 

13 


6 

75 

88 

2 

72 

6 

11 

19 

9 

77 

78 

10 

70 

6 

17 


4 

105 

79 

34 

209 

4 

26 

20 

13 

49 

82 

. 

27 

189 

2 

is 


,,, 

18 

171 

125 

"‘50 ■ 

388 

"12 

25 

53 

65 

144 

258 

40 

506 

14 

19 


12 

139 

125 

51 

100 

11 

21 

65 

47 

117 

226 

71 

249 

4 

16 


11 

339 

200 

93 

440 

21 

7 

71 

30 

100 

165 

28 

37 

5 

10 


5 

131 

72 

35 

107 

10 

9 

19 

6 

45 

75 

12 

72 

12 

3 


. • , 

28 

22 

13 

10 

2 

6 

11 

4 

24 

42 

9 

11 

1 

21 


5 

263 

118 

40 

34 

9 

28 

20 

15 

99 

179 

21 

27 

7 

7 



86 

24 

20 

232 

3 

4 

17 

8 

25 

79 

20 

206 

8 

11 


6 

116 

81 

38 

23 

1 

11 

"29 

18 

110 

135 

24 

618 

4 

21 


3 

129 

74 

12 

29 

3 

25 

42 

31 

87 

155 

35 

135 

8 

24 


17 

177 

140 

38 

49 

8 

25 

43 

30 

156 

185 

53 

80 

4 

12 


6 

226 

130 

52 

332 

13 

18 

68 

34 

248 

293 

52 

624 

18 

11 


2 

127 

57 

43 

270 

8 

11 

27 

' 19 

71 

101 

24 

1440 

82 

17 


17 

187 

121 

115 

60 

4 

20 

40 

31 

130 

158 

78 

132 

5 

9 


1 

27 

20 

9 

60 


16 

16 

7 

28 

69 

11 

14 

2 

IS 


10 

105 

97 

55 

172 

7 

22 

"83 

28 

93 

162 

35 

266 

9 

18 


6 

205 

93 

73 

895 

9 

22 

86 

22 

110 

171 

53 

56 

11 


41 
















84 Digwad 


85 Lade S&ngwl 


86 Talode. 


87 Diurg&on 


88 Mahal Khed 


. 209 187 22 

105 277 243 520 848 172 

17 12 5 

S 15 11 26 23 8 

. 42 38 4 

27 80 70 150 • 108 42 

"90 268 248 516 227 289 

. 26 22 4 

29 80 86 166 111 65 


20 14 
27 3 


1 |! i 

* > * 05 



NflMO GO *•? 
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Cattle, Wells, fyc., in the Niphar, Chdndur, and Sdwargaon Tdlukas of 
Census taken 1840-41 and 1870-71. 



Supt. Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Ptfna and Ndsik. 
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EXTRACT from REGISTER of SALES and MORTGAGES of Lands in the 
Chandur and Niphar Tulukdt. 


Years of Sale. 

Names of Villages. 

Acres. 

Assessment. 

l 

1 

CO 


+5 

Q> 

to 

d 

CP 


Cha'ndu'r. 

| 






1870-71. 

Nimgohatj . 

71-35 

21 13 

5 

5 14 0 

775 


Ganur .. 

13-33 

4 

5 

2 


100 

ft 

Parsul... 



... 


16 ii 2 

99 


Rodgdon . 

81-11 

19 

8 

9 

... 

600, 



19-17 

21 

7 

E 

IVFH 

200| 


Ho'wor Khode. 

68-6 

33 

5 11 


300 




30 

0 

6 

i 

qmf 



825 

3 

7 

8 





3’14 

1 

14 

8 


09 



41-18 

10 

5 

7 

... 

260 



5-21 

2 12 

3 


99 



29 


• «* 


2 8 0 

96 

» 

Undral . 

2-83 




2 6 8 

25 

ft 

Digwad . 

0-35 

E 

6 

7 

i 

1R9! j 



6-33 

3 

1 

2 

... 




86-34 

31 

0 

4 


9310 


Diurgdon . 

12-34 

12 13 

7 


200 



23-2C 

n li 

8 


75 


Ohinohole .. 


3 

8 

0 


5,000 

1868-09. 

Diurgdon .. 

4-20 



~T? 

18 12 0 

1 1RS1 j 



12-21 




9 2 10 


1870-71. 

Niphdr .. 

STjflF 

17 

13 

n 


) s 










7-7* 

8 

5 

l 


S v 



31 

3 

2 

3 


195; 



II 

ffl 

5 

11 


1 

600; 


RnaMpdr .. 


13 

6 

8 


550 


Mdralgoi Bk . 

51-9 

86 

2 

6 


000 



537 

33 

13 Si 


1,500 


Sigwe . 

■ 

u 

i 

3 


850 

J* 

lVanaagiou. 

26-22 

i 11 

6 

6 

7 12 

800 


Rolay ... 

10-22 


8 

1 


50 


Goodfiguon. 

24-1026 

4 

5 


500 

If 

Wakad .... 

32-21 

23 

11 

E 


400 

It 

Roi . 

4314j37 14 11 


1,000 


Remark.9. 


A well worth Rs. 160, and 24 

mango treoB. 

Mortgaged fqr 11 years; no well. 
Do. for 10 do. ; a well 
worth Rb. 300. 

Sold. 

No well ;mortgaged to a Mdrwddi, 

* of this mortgaged to a Mdr- 
wddi; a woll worth Ra. 126. 

* mortgagod for 4 years, 1 to a 
Mdrwddi; a well worth Ra. 400. 

* do. for 6 do. to a 
Mdrwddi, 

15 years mortgaged to a Mdr. 
wadi i no woll. 

Mortgagod for 2 yoars to do. ; 
no well. 

i mortgaged ; o woll worth B*. 
160. 

Mortgagod for 12 years; one well 
out of repair. 

Sold, 

Mortgaged for 5 years; no well. 
Do. 10 do. do. 

Do. 16 do. ; with a 
house. 

Sold a well j originally cost 125 
Rs. but out of repair now. 

Mortgaged to pay 12 per cent, 
per annum, mortgagee enjoy¬ 
ing land; no well. 

Mortgaged ; mortgagee to re¬ 
ceive Rs, 13 annually from 
produce; no woll. 

Mori gaged, 12 per cont.; no well. 

Mortgaged j no well. 

Sold; no well. 

To ropay Rs. 125 per annum, 
mortgagee to enjoy produce ; 
no well. 

Sold; no well. 

Mortgaged, no interest; mort¬ 
gagee to enjoy uBufruct; a well 
worth Es. 500. 

Sold; no well. 

Mortgagee to pay 15 pBr cent.; 
no well. 

Mortgaged, interest at 21 per 
cent. ; no well. 

Sold; no well. 


W. WADDINGTON, Lieutenant Colonel, 


Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, Piina and Ndsik. 
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STATEMENT shoiuing past and present Average 

prices of the same in Niphar, 




NrPHi'R. 



Wheat. 

>•«? 

Bice. 

i 

Average price during 1st Decade... 

31*8 

41-5 

15-2 

31-5 

Do. do. 2nd do. 

25 

27-2 

10-65 

23-75 

Do. do. 3rd do.. 

10 

13-9 

6-52 

12-87 

Do. do. during 15 years from 1841-42 to 

1855-56 . 

303 

375 

13-9 

29 

Do. do. for the ten years from 1856-57 

to 1860-61 and 1866-67 to 
1870-71 .. 

16-42 

19-7 

8-25 

182 

Percentage Rise in Price between 1st and 2nd 

Decades 

27-2 

52-6 

42-9 

32-7 

Do. do. do. 1st and 3rd 

Decades. 

218 

200 

133 

145 

Do. do. do, 2nd and 3rd 

Decades, 

150 

96 

63 

84 

Do. do. betwoen the average of 15 

years from 1841-42 to 
1855-56, and the 10 years 
from 1856-57 to 1860-61 
and 1866-67 to 1870-71. 

84'5 

91 

68-5 

60 
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Prices of Grain, and the Percentage Rise in the 
Ghdnduvt and Nasik. 


Cha.'ndu'e. 

Na'sik. 

i 

Average of tiii; tin j 

PEACES. ! 

| 

1 

M 

n 



. 

c 

jg* 

pq 

<D 

O 

O 

Wheat. 


flj 

o 

P3 

i 

29-0 

35-5 

12-5 

-28-4 

25 

29-4 

13 

25-8 

28-8 

354 

i 

13-6 | 

1* ‘ i > 

25-2 

27-3* 

1M 

21-45 

20-7 

21-9 

112 

20-25 

236 

25-4 

10-98 

i 


107 

127 

6-2 

11-5 

9-45 

11-55 

7-47 


10-05 

12-7 

6-73 l i - v.■ 

28-4 

32-5 

12-5 

26-4 

241 

26-89 

12-78 

24-38 

27-6 

32-29 

: 

13-0(i 8- .. 

17-38 

20-31 

8-05 

15-51 

14-05 

IJJ J 

16-4 

8 

14-1 

15-55 

18-8 

i 

8-06 i:> ■>: 

i 

i 

17 

30 

13 

34 

24 

34 

16 

22 

22-7 

38-8 

23-9 


175 

180 

100 

147 

163 

154 

74 

146 

185 

178 

102 

1 ^ 

1 

< 

135 

115 

80 

86 

119 

90 

55 

93 

135 

100 

66 


63 

60 

55-5 

70 

72 

64 

59 

73 

73-2 

71-6 

6 1 *5 

i 11 


W. WADDINGTON, Lieut.-Coloncl, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment 

Puna and N i 









The following Comparative Statement exhibits the results of the new and former Survey of 88 
villages of Niphdr and Chandur Tdlukas shown in detail under the same head. 
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W. W ADDINGTON, Lieut. Colonel, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, 

Puna and Nasik. 





S TA TEMENT showing the Average Yearly Collection of Land Revenue, and from Miscellaneous 
Sources excluding Sayer Bab, of each of the three Decades included in the present Settlement of 
Niphdr and Chdndur Tdlukas. 
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Remarks. 

cm 


Waste Land- 

■^udiussassy 

• 

!-H 

CTi CO 

!>• rf O 

cfl O CO Oi 

M O L-C 

•saioy 

i 

O 

r-H 

<M o co 

00 In <M 

CO 00^ CO 

o' of <—r 

M — 

•suoipo^oQ 

o> 

o ^ 

. CD CO CO 

*5 co 

of Jff o' 

00 00 o 

•SUOlS3tUI3 , J£ 

oo 

Rs. 1 
1,076 

2,606 


IN 

CO 

. CO CO co 

m cm cj 

H CO N O 

oo no o 

Revenue from 

OTHER SOURCES. 

•g pim p 

snmnio^ jo pnoj. 

CD 

, cO JO O 

t/5 I"* OO O 

W ^ ’"l 

J— < rP CO 

•sno8UBipasij\[ 

JO 

. CO O CO 

w © O* Jfj 

M *« x ^ 

— co in 

•uiuoojj 

•'t 

W O J-O o 

IN O-J ■** 

r-^ ^ 

Land Revenue. 

^uaiussassy 

CO 

© (M 00 

. CO 00 <o 

W CO 00 

rvl *< 

w CO o 

OO 00 o 

•eaaoy 

CM 

In Tf- CO 

CO In <M 

GO © CM 

»> *i «\ 

JO rjj © 

C5 — 

t—c 



1st Decade. 

2nd Decade . 

3rd Decade . 


w. wAnmxoTOX. 






CLASSIFICATION TEST STATEMENT. 
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W. WADDINGTON, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment, Puna and Nasik. 
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No. 687 of 1872. 

To the REVENUE COMMISSIONER, 

Northern Division. 

15 th February 1872. 

Sir, —l have the honour to forward the accompanying printed 
Report, No. 850, by Lieutenant-Colonel Waddington, dated 19th 
December, but received only on the 22nd ultimo, on the subject of 
the revision of the Survey rates in some villages of the Chanddr and 
Niphar Talukas. 

2. As this is the first revision of assessment in these parts, it is, 
I need hardly say, of great importance that fair rates should be in* 
troduced, as they will form a precedent in subsequent revisions, which 
must immediately be made. I should, under these circumstances, 
have wished for a longer time to consider all the circumstances of the 
districts to be assessed, but the season is already so far advanced that 
I feel an immediate report is required. 

3. Colonel Waddington in his Report has pointed out, that 
these districts are very favourably situated, that the G. I. P. Railway 
runs through the centre of them, and a first-class metalled road along 
their western boundary. Indeed, it may be mentioned that the rail¬ 
way stations of Niphar and Lasalgaon are in the heart of the coun¬ 
try to be settled, and those of Kondiwadi and Manmar close to it. 
Further, that there are metalled roads in course of construction from 
Pimpalgaon Baswant to ISiphar, and from Chandur to Vinchur vid 
Lisalgaon; and that it is contemplated to improve the communi¬ 
cations still further by making a road from the Nizam’s frontier vid 
Yeola to the Niphar station, aud also to Lasalgaon ; and besides 
this there are some shorter roads which will probably be shortly 
taken in hand. The country to be assessed is, then, as regards com¬ 
munications, much better off than most. 

4. As Colonel Waddington has pointed out (para. 14), things 
were very different at the time of the former assessment. Then, to 
quote Major Waddington’s words, “ there were no made roads in 



52 


the district, nor was even the Thull Ghat (an almost insuperable 
barrier at that time to intercourse between the coast and inland pro¬ 
vinces) constructed,” 

5. Naturally, in considering the proper assessment to be 
charged under such circumstances, it was deemed necessary to fix 
very low rates; and thus we find that Rs. 1 -8-0 was the highest rate 
for irrigated land then determined on. 

6. The opening of the Thall Ghat or Chapman Ghat, and the 
construction of the Bombay and Agra Road, was the first great 
opening up of the district to the Coast, and soon daily hundreds of 
carts were seen passing down the Ghat to the Coast, and a great 
impetus was given to trade. Then the railway came to complete 
what the road had begun, and the people benefited not only by the 
large outlay of capital in the district while the railway was being 
constructed, but by having the Bombay market brought, so to 
speak, close to their doors. Agents from Bombay soon came to 
settle at stations, such as Niphar and Lasalgaon, to purchase grain, 
&c., and the cultivators, by selling direct to them, as many soon be¬ 
gan to do, realized profits far exceeding anything they had secured 
before. The natural results, improved and increased cultivation, 
have followed. 

7. The statistics given in paras. 7 and 8 of Colonel Wadding- 
ton’s Report show that there has been a vast stride made in material 
prosperity, and though I am inclined to doubt the correctness of the 
statistics on some points, they are, at all events, sufficiently accurate 
to prove the increased wealth of the inhabitants. 

8. The introductory remarks made by the Superintendent 
describing the state of the country, rainfall, &c., all confirm the 
view that the villages are generally favourably situated ; but he has, 
I think, erred in stating that in the eastern districts of Niphdr and 
Sinnar the average rainfall is pretty steady, and generally sufficient 
to produce a fair crop. There are a few villages in the south-eastern 
corner of Niphar, and some to the east of Sinnar, where unfortu¬ 
nately the rainfall is often deficient—the fall of rain being much less 
than at the Mamlatdar’s station, where alone the rainfall is gauged. 
For instance, this year, while both around Sinnar and Niphar the 
crops are fair, several of the villages I refer to had no rain after June, 
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und the lands have either never been sown, or the crops failed for 
want of moisture ; and this seems to occur pretty frequently. As, 
however, the villages that suffer in this way are, with scarcely an 
exception, not now to be assessed, it is unnecessary to make further 
remarks at present, but in alluding to the classification I shall refer 
to niie or two that seem to me to be wrongly classed. 

9. The district, then, being undoubtedly in a prosperous state* 
and having now many good markets and roads and also a railroad* 
it is of course proposed to increase very considerably the old rates im¬ 
posed under such different circumstances. It is now proposed to 
divide the villages into three classes, adding a special rate of four annas 
to six villages; so it may be said that there are to be four classes, 
assessed at the maximum dry-crop rates of— 

Class I.Rupees 2 4 0 per acre. 

„ II. » 2 0 0 „ 

„ HI. „ 1 12 0 „ 

>. IV. „ 18 0 „ 

10. It is nowhere shown, which is a pity, what the rate on each 

of these classes now is, It is stated only that the maximum rate at 
present is Rs. 1-8-0, so it is impossible to ascertain the exact increase 
proposed for each class. It. is true we are informed that the present 
average dry-crop rate is 11 annus 2 pies per acre, while the average 
of the proposed rates is Rs. 1-1-5, thus showing an increase on the 
average of 6 annas 3 pies per acre, but this does not enlighten us as 
to the relative increase on each class. 

1 L tlefore arriving at any conclusion as to the propriety of the 
proposed rates, l think it may be well to consider those recently im¬ 
posed in the districts to the north of the country now being reported on, 

12. Immediately to the north lies the Maligam Taluka, into 
which Survey rates were introduced in 1868. 
December 6 l8G7 tCti 13th The Purvey anc I Settlement Officer, Mr. Ped- 
der, thus describes this taluka in his Report:— 

“The rain-fall at Maligam averages for the last nine years 18 
„ . . . inches. The district consists of an undulating 

Extracts from paras. . - ° 

12 and 13. stony plain, bounded on two sides by ranges 

of hills, and bare of trees except along the 

8 e 
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banks of the rivers. The land is very poor; soil of even the 4th 
class, according to Survey classification, being rarely met with, except 
close to the rivers, where some of the Patasthal land i3 of good qua¬ 
lity. It is chiefly of the ‘ Barad,’ or third order of soils, and you may 
judge of its inferiority by the fact that of the entire area, 519,083 
acres, not less than .136,330 acres, or upwards of 26 per cent., are 
barren, while the average classification of the remainder is only 
4-11 annas. ****** (para. 25.) The con¬ 
sideration stated above (paras. 19, 23) determined me to propose 
nearly the same maximum rates of dry-crop assessment for Maligam 
as those sanctioned for the neighbouring districts of Dhfilia and 
Chalisg&on, settled in 1862-63, viz., for the first group of villages, 
Rs. 2-8; for the second, lls. 2-4 ; for the third, Rs. 2 ; and for the 
fourtli Rs. 1-12.” 

13. The rates already introduced into the talukas of Maligam , 
Dhulia, Baglan, and Chalisgaon are, then, the following :— 

Class I. Class II. Class III . Class IV. Class V . 



Rs. 

a. 

P* 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. a. 

P- 

Rs. 

. a. 

p. Rs. a, p. 

Maligam Taluka. 

2 

8 

0 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

O 

1 

12 

0 . 

Chalisgaon „ . 

2 

8 

0 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 1 10 0 

Dhulia „ . 

2 

6 

0 

2 

2 

0 

I 

14 

0 

. 

« « « « 


Baglan „ . 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1 

10 

0 . 


while those it is now proposed to introduce into Niphar and Chandur 
are—■ 


Class I. Class II. Class III. Class IV. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

2 4 0 2 0 0 1 12 0 1 8 0 

Only in 6 villages. 

That is, even with the extra rate on the six villages in Class I., 
which are assessed owing to being close to the railway station, the 
rates are lower than those in force in the adjoining districts, all of 
which except Nandgam (Chalisgaon) are some distance from the 
railway, and, so far as my experience goes, are inferior as regards 
position, markets, and general advantages. 

14. No satisfactory reason for this difference is stated, and I 
cannot but think that the proposed rates are too low. It is possible 
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that the soil in some dry-crop lands in Maligam is better than that in 
the Niphar and Chandur talukas, but any slight superiority must, ] 
think, be more than counterbalanced by the more favourable position 
of these districts. At the very least, then, I think the maximum first- 
class rate should be as high as in Maligam. 

15. The lighter soils perhaps cannot bear a higher maximum 
than Rs. 1-8-0; but I think the classes might at least stand thus :— 

Rs. a. p. 

Class 1. 2 8 0 

„ II. 2 4 0 

„ III. 2 0 0 

„ IV. 1 12 0 

„ V.1 8 0 

thus adopting, except in the lowest class, the rates in force at Cha- 
lisgaon and Nandgam, which formerly was part of Chalisgaon. 

16. That the railway must be a source of considerable gain 
will be evident from the following statistics relating to the stations in 
and adjoining the districts being reported on, which 1 take from an 
interesting Report recently received from the Local Funds Engineer, 
Mr. Proctor-Sims, when considering the lines of traffic that required 
improving throughout this district :— 
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Goods Traffic . 



1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

let half. 

2nd half. 

1st half. 

2nd half. 

1st half. 

Kherwadi.( ? utw “ rd . 

*"■**.{STf 

-"{STf:::::::::::: 

Maumdr .(Outward. 

\ Inward . 

Rs. 

39,785 

10,064 

Rs. 

43,007 

9,687 

Rs. 

43,] 11 
8,759 

Rs. 

72,172 

7,854 

Rs. 

1,01,910 

1,75,006 

5,389 

1,06,227 

5,904 


1,02,664 

4,802 

1,37,434 

6,587 

1,51,961 

22,233 

78,100 

18,929 

70,334 

25,679 

80,900 

13,500 

4,12,488 

37,580 

1,49,232 

95,071 

59,950 

1,11,731 

98,724 

1,06,706 

97,553 

1,33,086 

2,15,285 

1,22,823 


17. Still further to exhibit the nature of the traffic, I append 
a statement'showing the weight in maunds of the different varieties 
of goods exported from these stations (Statement A), 


18. These figures, I think, show that Colonel Waddington has 
hardly sufficiently estimated the advantages enjoyed by the proprie¬ 
tors of land in these districts. 

19. As there are a number of Jdghir villages scattered about 
among the villages for which the Superintendent’s proposals are now 
being considered, I made some inquiries as to the rates in force ip 
them, as they are, as a rule, quite as well cultivated and as prosper¬ 
ous as Government villages. These lands not having been classed 
according to the Survey system, it is not possible to compare class 
with class; but the Chief of Vinchur has kindly given me all the 
information he could. 

20. He informs me that the maximum dry-crop rate in the 
village of Vinchur is Rs. 3-12-0 per biga, or Rs. 4-11-0 per acre. 
According to Lieutenant-Colonel Waddington’s classification, the 
highest rate would, I conclude, be Rs. 2, while at Gangawi, which 
would come under the class at Rs. 1-8-0, the maximum now is Rs. 
1-10-0 per biga, or Rs. 2-0-6 per acre. On the other hand, I fy'd 
that at Takli, in the lands of which the so-called Lasalgaon station 
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is situated, the maximum dry-crop rate is reported to be only 
Rs. 1-4-0 perbiga, or Rs. 1-9-0 per acre. 

21. Looking at the lands of another Jaghirdar, I find that at 
Chandori, closely adjoining the village of Singwe, which is entered in 
the first class, the rates are considerably in excess of those proposed. 
There being no regular classification, such as in surveyed villages, I 
cannot state the different classes; but some lands are reported to be 
assessed at Rs. 5 a “ pakka biga”—which is 45 guntas, or 1 acre 5 
guntas—some at Rs. 4, some at Rs. 2-12-0, and so on. 

22. If we adopt as the rule for our guidance, then, that quoted 
by Lieutenant Colonel Waddington, in the 24th para, of his Report, 
as that which guided Messrs. Goldsmid, Wingate, and Davidson in 
determining their rates, I think I am borne out in stating that the 
rates fixed are too low. For what reason should the rates be fixed 
lower than in the talukas of Nandgam and Maligam? why, above all, 
should the well-watered, well-cultivated talukaof Niphar, traversed by 
a railway and with several good markets, bo more lowly assessed then 
the parched-up taluka of Dhulia, which is thirty miles away from the 
railway ? Surely the light soils of Dhulia, with an uncertain rain-fall, 
should not be more highly classed and assessed than the light soils of 
Niphar, with steady rain-fall and (speaking generally) richer soil. 

23. And here I cannot but remark that the report under con¬ 
sideration gives very little information on many points on which it 
appears information is very much needed to enable one to judge as to 
the exact effect of the proposed settlement. It is mentioned what the 
maximum rates are, and also from the statement contrasting present 
and proposed assessment the maximum Patasthal and the “ average 
rate per acre” can be gathered, but it is nowhere stated what, as 
regards revenue, has been the result of doing away with the old 
Bagayet rates on lands formerly assessed above dry-crop rates on 
account of wells. There is now no such entry in the statement as 
“ Mothasthal,” yet surely there is now land irrigated from rivers and 
streams by means of so-called wells and burkis, or temporary mud 
dams, that should still pay water rates. The persons irrigating by 
♦* moth” from streams, &c., have not gone to the trouble or expense of 
sinking deep or expensive wells, and to assess lands so watered as 
dry-crop seems to me an anomaly and needless waste of public 
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revenue. It is true such lands may not be treated as I suppose, 
but it is impossible to gather from the Report how such have been 
treated, and it is this want of any detail in the Report that I regret. 
If, as I conclude from para. 34 of the Report, old Bagayet lands are 
included in the highest Jirayet rate, then I must say 1 think the 
highest Jirayet rates too low : for why good garden lands watered 
from wells in villages only a mile or two from a railway station, with 
a metalled road passing through them, should be assessed at Rs. 1-8-0 
an acre (vide Dahiwad and Digwad), less probably than they were 
assessed at thirty years ago, though prices of produce have risen 200 
per cent, in the interval, is, I admit, one of those changes I cannot 
understand. From para. 90 of Mr. Goldsmid’s Report it seems that 
the first class “ Mothasthal” lands were formerly assessed at Rs. 4, 
and the lowest at Rs. 2, so that the new rates on raanv fields must be 
lower than the old ones in spite of the vast increase in the value 
of land. The principle that improvements, such as wells, should not 
be taxed is intelligible enough; but why first-class land with water 
readily available should only pay the same as first-class land without 
water readily available I cannot see. Clearly the two are not in the 
same position; yet we are told in para. 34 that lands in which wells 
are sunk are treated as “ ordinary dry-crop land”—that is, I suppose, 
that these capabilities as regards water have not been considered. 

24. The principle as regards assessing lands where water is 
readily procurable, as expressed by Sir George Wingate, and ap¬ 
proved of by Government, was, as I understood it, that the presence 
of water was-to be considered as an element in fixing the assessment. 
If this has been done, then the maximum rates in each class, I con¬ 
clude, apply only to lands with water available; but if this is so, 
then the fact should, I think, have been mentioned, for such lands, I 
think, would be clearly under-assessed at the rates proposed. 

25. Had time permitted, I should have preferred obtaining 
information on these points from the Superintendent of Survey ; but 
the season is so far advanced that to do this is impossible, and I have 
thought it right, therefore, to mention these objections. 

26. With regard to the grouping, I have, as already remarked, 
some doubts whether the villages at the extreme south-east should 
not be iu the lowest class. 
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27. This year there has been an entire failure of crops in some, 
and almost total failure in others. If* then, the increased rates I 
have suggested are imposed, and those similar to the N&ndgam rates 
are imposed, I think the increased rates should not be levied on the 
villages of Kanldd, Ajampur, and Kalgaon—that is, I would put them 
in Class IV. In other respects the grouping seems to have been care¬ 
fully done. 

28. I observe in his 13th para. Colonel Waddingtoti notices 
that during the last three years there has only been one sale of land 
on account of non-payment of tent, and on this forms an opinion that 
the cultivating class must be well off. This fact* however, has not, 
I think, much to do with the small number of sales, and shows rather, 
I think, that the value of land is fully appreciated by the money- 
lending class, who arc always willing to advance money on the secu¬ 
rity of land, and on such terms that they eventually become the 
owners of the land on easier terms than they would by purchasing 
it. The lowness of the rates has been such that the rent even in bad 
seasons could, with a moderately careful people, be paid with the 
greatest ease; but unfortunately the improvidence of the people is 
such that they are constantly applying to the village Soukar for 
advances, and this class is by degrees in some parts coming to own a 
good deal of land. The people, as Colonel Waddington surmises, 
are, as a whole, well off; but had they been a little less careless in their 
dealing with the money-lending class they would have been much 
more so, and would have retained much land that has passed, though 
not by public sale, from them to Soukars. 

29. As I have had to express a difference of opinion as regards 
rates, &c,, from Lieutenant-Colonel Waddington, I trust I may be 
allowed, in conclusion, to notice the careful manner in which all the 
work connected with the re-survey and re-assessment has been carried 
out through his Department. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

II. N. B. ERSKINE, 

Collector. 
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( 1. From 1st January to 30tli June 186S. 

! 2. From 1st July to 31st December 1868. 

in Nasilc Oollectorate .«j 3. From 1st January to 30th June 1869. 

j 4. From 1st July to 31st December 1869. 
(,_5. From 1st January to 30th June 1870. 



89,783 

43,007 

43,078 

72,172 

1,01,910 

1,75,006 

1,06,227 

75,740 

1,02,681 

1,57,434 

1,51,901 

78,iotr 

71.152 
85,809 

4,12,488 

1,49,232 

59,950 

97,958 

98.153 


9 c 


H. N. B. ERSKINE, 

Collector. 
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No. 311 of 1872. 

Camp Lanowlee , 2nd March 1872. 

The accompanying correspondence relates to the revision of the 
assessment of part of the Niphar and Chandur Talukas of the Nasik 
Collectorate. The proposals are of more than ordinary importance, 
for, as remarked by the Collector, Mr. Erskine, the standard of 
rates that may be fixed will, as a general rule, be taken as the basis 
for the settlement of the other districts of the collectorate, whose pre¬ 
sent leases are now annually expiring. 

- 2. It will be observed from the correspondence that the first 
Survey Settlement introduced in the collectorate, forming at that 
time a sub-collectorate under Ahraadnagar, dates from 1840-41, 
when rates were applied by the late Mr. Goldsmid, of the Civil 
Service, to the villages (14 in number) of the Niphar and Wojhar 
Tarfs. The Settlement, he explains, was made as a preliminary 
measure, “with the object of giving the district-officers some practi¬ 
cal acquaintance with the new system of accounts and other details, 
both as regards Kacheri and field work, connected with the Survey 
assessment.” The remaining 75 villages—there being 89 in all in¬ 
cluded in the Superintendent’s present proposals—were settled in 
the following year by Eieut. Davidson, who had then succeeded Mr. 
Goldsmid as Superintendent of Survey. The appendices contain 
the reports of both officers on these Settlements, together with all the 
correspondence that passed on the subject. 

3. The former Reports contain but little information regard¬ 
ing the state of the district at the time of the first settlement. The 
Revenue and Survey officers appear, however, to have been unani¬ 
mously of opinion that the rates of assessment were oppressively 
heavy, and we may consider this to be established by the great 
fluctuations to which the revenue was subject. For particular in¬ 
formation on this point, I would refer to the diagram for the Siiba 
Division, facing page 68 of the compilation in the appendices. We 
have here a concise and clear account of the annual revenue demand, 
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remissions, collections, and outstanding balances for a period of 
twenty-two years prior to the introduction of the first settlement. 
We may gather from the diagram* and information given by Lieut.. 
Davidson, that the kamal or full assessment of this part of the district 
amounted to Rs. 1,70,376. The highest collection, which was made 
in 1840-41, was a little over Rs. 90,000. In one year the realized 
revenue amounted only to about Rs. 21,000, in another to 
Rs. 23,000, the average for the full period being Rs. 67,103. The 
assessment, according to the rates fixed by the Survey officers at that 
time, amounted to Rs. 76,370, being a reduction of 53 per cent, on 
the former kamal of Rs. 1,70,376. 

4. In the case of the 14 villages first settled by Mr. Goldsmid., 
the reduction was equally large, amounting, according to his Report, 
to 52 per cent. In alluding to this he observes as follows :—“ Such 
a reduction will, no doubt, appear enormous to those who do not 
understand that the former kamal never was realized and never could 
have been realized, and that any attempt to realize it would inevit¬ 
ably have brought ruin on the district.” It will, however, be seen in 
the sequel that, owing to the great rise in the price of agricultural 
produce, and improvement in the state of communications, which has 
taken place in the interval since the above-quoted remarks were writ¬ 
ten, the material wealtli of the people and country generally has been 
so greatly augmented that it is now proposed to impose an assessment 
of 68 per cent, in excess of the amount fixed in 1841-42—in other 
words, to re-impose a sum somewhat proportionately higher than that 
remitted in the above year. 

5. The Superintendent, Colonel Waddington, alludes in his 
15th and 16th paras, to the detailed and somewhat interesting- 
description of the Survey system in force in those days given in 
Messrs. Goldsmid and Davidson’s Reports. Their operations were 
certainly conducted on a more systematic plan than was being fol¬ 
lowed in the Puna and Sholapur districts at this period, but, as 
pointed out by the Superintendent, although they may have 


* Note.—T liere is no account of the number of villages referred to in this dia¬ 
gram, and no data therefore available for a comparison of the results with present 
proposals. 




64 


answered the end in view at that time, they “ were nut sufficiently 
complete or accurate to meet the requirements of the present day 
and in support of this opinion he furnishes statements showing the 
large errors both in measurement and classification met with during 
the progress of his operations. The results show clearly the necessity 
for the entire remcasuremcnt and reclassification of the district, which 
has recently been carried out by his Department. 

6. In his 7th para, the Superintendent explains that he has 
been unable to obtain complete statistical returns for the period at 
which the Survey Settlement was introduced. There appears evi¬ 
dently to be some mistake in his figures, for we cannot readily credit 
the fact of the population of this district having increased 102 per cent, 
during the interval of thirty years since the first settlement was intro¬ 
duced, as is shown to be the case in the comparative statement given 
in para. 7. In the distiicts of the Puna and Sholapur collectorates, 
where revision operations have been carried out, the increase shown in 
the same manner has been found to be about 30 per cent. The pre¬ 
sent number of 155 souls to the square mile is not a high rate for a 
tract of country entirely under cultivation, and containing a not 
inconsiderable extent of garden land, and having also some good- 
sized towns within its limits. Nothing calculated to lead to the in¬ 
flux of a large number of inhabitants has occurred during the period 
referred to, and the only conclusion to be drawn is that the number 
of the population was understated in the former returns. 

7. In regard to cattle, too, there is obviously some mistake in 
the classification given in the returns, for whilst bullocks employed 
in farming operations are shown to have increased 62 per cent, there 
is an actual decrease of 19 per cent, in the breeding stock (cows). The 
respective returns under these two heads should obviously be com¬ 
bined, and the mean of 12 per cent, taken to be the general increase 
of farming stock. 

8. The difficulty of obtaining statistical and other returns for 
this district was first noticed by Mr. Pedder, who was appointed to 
report on the revision of the present assessment, but withdrawn for 
special duty in the Salt Department before completing his inquiries. 
In the Notes left on record 1 find the following summary of his in¬ 
quiries on this subject:—“ No acres, no village statements, no state- 
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ment, showing area and assessment of different descriptions of land, 
and no statistics with these reports. Where are they ?” The re- 
quired information on some of these heads has been supplied in the 
Superintendent’s Report; the census returns have, however, been 
compiled from very imperfect data, as will be evident from the fore¬ 
going explanation. But, as remarked by Mr. Erskine, although the 
correctness of the statistics may be doubtful on some points, “ they 
are at all events sufficiently accurate to prove the increased wealth 
of the people.” I have directed the Superintendent, to make further 
inquiries, with the view of having a more reliable set of returns 
prepared when the general statistical tables of the district are made 
out. 


9. A careful review of the working of the settlement during 
the 30 years lease will be found in paras. 21 and 23. Summing up 
the results therein given, we find that the average collections of the 
last decade show— 

An increase of 11-68 per cent, on those of the 2nd decade, 
Ditto of 12 63 do. on those of the 1st decade, 
and ditto of 35-26 do. on the average realizations* 
under former Settlement. 

The cultivation and collections throughout 
have on the whole been somewhat more regular 
than in the Puna districts, of which the revision has been recently 
effected. This, I think, is ascribable to superiority of climate on the part 
of Chandur, the rain-fall being larger and more certain than that pre¬ 
vailing in the Indapur and Bhimthari districts, and the circumstance 
of the people being in a somewhat better condition may also, in my 
opinion, he ascribed to the same cause. 


* Roughly estimated 
to be Rs. 67,103 in Lieut. 
Davidson’s Report, 


10. The district, as regards cultivation and fertility, may be 
divided into two parts. The northern part, containing the villages of 
the Chandur division, comprises a tract of light soil devoted chiefly 
to the cultivation of bajri and other khaiif or monsoon crops. The 
southern division will include Niphar and the rich tract of country 
iu the valley of the Kadwa and Godaveri rivers. The cultivation 
here is chiefly of rabi or cold-weather crops, wheat being the staple 
product. The soil has a rich appearance, but I was somewhat sur- 
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prised to find that the valuable export products of cotton and linseed 
so largely cultivated in the adjoining province of Khandesh, art 
unknown here. The cultivators represent the soil to be unsuited to 
their growth, and their statement may, I consider, be accepted as 
correct. At any rate it is an undoubted fact that no such crops are to 
be met with, and it is only reasonable to suppose valuable productsoi 
the kind would be cultivated were the soil adapted to their growth. 

11. The soil is also said to be unsuited for jawari, which, it 
will be seen, finds no place in the Superintendent’s crop returns. 
We may safely assume that what they state is really the case in respect 
to a crop so valuable for fodder for cattle, and so popular generally 
amongst the Dakhan cultivators, as jawari. But its non-cultivation I 
should ascribe more to the rain-fall being too much for its growth, 
rather than to any peculiarity in the nature of the soil. The rotation 
is consequently confined to the two crops of bajri and wheat, with a 
little gram occasionally. This imperfect state of farming accounts 
in some measure for the comparatively small returns of produce said 
to be obtained from the black soils of this district. 

12. The information about the price of grain contained in 
paras. 26 to 28 is very full and complete. We find from the state¬ 
ment given therein that the Superintendent has estimated the rate of 
increase which may be taken as our guide for fixing the new assess¬ 
ment to he as follows, viz.:— 

For Wheat . 73*2 per cent. 

,, Bajri . 7T6* „ 

„ Rice . 61-5 „ 

,, Gram . 67-6 „ 

Commenting on this statement the Superintendent observes as fol¬ 
lows :— 

“ Taking this standard as our guide, and making allowance for 
fluctuations, 1 think that an increase on the present assessment of 
between 50 and 60 per cent, may be reasonably imposed.” 

13. The new rates by which the proposed revision is to be 
effected will be found in para. 30. The Superintendent proposes to 
divide the district into four groups or classes, the first, for which the 
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maximum rate is to be Rs. 2-4, being confined to villages near railway 
stations, the other three classes, for which the proposed rates are 2 Rs., 
1 R. 12 as., and 1 R. 8 as,, being regulated chiefly by distance from rail¬ 
way. The Collector, Mr. Erskine, considers these rates to be too low, 
and recommends that those for the first group of villages should be 
raised to Rs. 2-8, the rates of the remaining groups being propor¬ 
tionately increased in conformity with the scale adopted at the settle¬ 
ment of the Ch&lisgaon Taluka of Khandesh in 1862-63. 

14. Mr. Erskine’s proposal to adopt for Chandur and Niphar 
the same maximum rates as were introduced nine years since in 
Chalisgaon would be appropriate had the same standard of classifica¬ 
tion been observed in both cases. But as we know from experience 
that the Khandesh standard is from two to three annas lower on the 
rupee, or datum scale, than that now in use, and according to which 
our revision settlements are being fixed, we should be unduly increas¬ 
ing the assessment of Chandur and Niphar were we to calculate it 
upon the Chalisgaon maximum rate. 

15. To put the assessment of the two districts upon an equality, 
we must either reduce our classification to the Khandesh standard 
(which is impracticable), adopting the maximum rates imposed in 
Chalisgaon, or retain it as it is, taking a lower maximum calculated 
to give the same amount of assessment for Niphar as a whole as has 
been imposed in Chalisgaon. There is no doubt the latter is the proper 
course, and it is that which the Superintendent has adopted, and, as 
will be seen from the following statement, his average rate of assess¬ 
ment for the whole district is greatly in excess of what has been im¬ 
posed in Chalisgaon, under a nominally higher maximum. 


[ Statement. 
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10. On examining this statement it will be seen that for the 1st 
class villages the Chaudur average rate is Rs. 1-11-8 against Rs. 1-0-3 
in Chalisgaon,the respective maximum rates being Rs. 2-4 and Rs. 2-8. 
For Class II., where the results of the respective maxi mums of Rs. 2 
and Rs. 2-4 annas are compared, the Chandur average is 6 annas 9 pies 
higher than that of Chalisgaon. The result is almost precisely similar 
under the comparison of the respective rates of Class III. In Class 
IV., however, we find the Chalisgaon average uponaRs, Cl 2 maximum 
to be 3 pies in excess of that obtained for Chandur upon the maximum 
of Rs. 1-8. It is clear from this that, notwithstanding the Chandur 
maximum rate being lower than that imposed in Chalisgaon, the aver¬ 
age rate (which represents the real pressure of the assessment) ranges 
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from 54 to 70 per cent, higher in the three upper clashes, and in the 
4th, where the soils are poor, it is slightly lower than the Chalisgaon 
average. 

17. The increase of the Chandur and Nipliar on the Chalisgaon 
average rate cannot be taken to be exactly what it is shown to be in 
the foregoing comparative statement, as this would imply that the 
soils of the two districts are precisely alike. There is a good general 
similarity between them, but Niphar has cctainly a larger proportion 
of good soil. Allowing liberally for this, the comparison shows con¬ 
clusively that by the use of the higher standard of valuation adopted 
in the latter district the amount of assessment imposed upon it will 
be considerably in excess of what was placed upon the Khandesh dis¬ 
trict under the system of operations carried out at its settlement. 

18. It will be evident, I trust, from the foregoing explanation, 
that Mr. Erskine’s objection to the rates is a technical one, resting 
on the supposition that a uniform standard of valuation had obtain¬ 
ed throughout in the Survey Departments; and consequently that 
the maximum rate should be the same for districts similarly cir¬ 
cumstanced in regard to communications and markets, like Chalis¬ 
gaon and Niphar. 

19. It must not be supposed that the circumstance of a low 
scale of valuation having been adopted generally by the Khandesh 
Survey has now come up for the first time. It was brought to my no¬ 
tice some few years since by Colonel W. C. Anderson, and in fixing 
bis rates for districts of the Berars adjoining Khandesh he used a 
lower maximum rate than had been imposed in the adjoining Khan¬ 
desh districts, carrying out the same plan, in fact, as has now been 
adopted by us. I have no record by me showing what was the dif¬ 
ference between the Khandesh and the maximum rates adopted by 
him, but, as far as I can recollect, his rate was only Rs. 2 on villages 
adjoining those of Khandesh assessed at Rs. 2-8. 

20. Mr. Erskiue also compares the rate of the Maligam 
Taluka, fixed at a maximum ot Rs. 2-8 for 1st class villages, with 
those of Niphar, explaining that the former district is unfavourably 
situated in regard to the railway, and other considerations affecting 

10 r 
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rates, as compared with Niphar in these respects. I entirely agree 
in the opinion he has formed upon this point, but what has been 
explained above in regard to difference of classification standard 
applies equally in this case, and shows in fact that maximum rates 
are not per se to be taken as evidence of inequality of assessment. 
I would merely add, in connection with this subject, that in forming 
an opinion upon Mr. Erskine’s proposals we must be careful to bear 
in mind that the assessment of the district will be increased 68 per 
cent, under the rates submitted by the Superintendent. Mr. Erskine’s 
modifications are calculated to make a further addition of about 
12 per cent., which would raise the total demand under the revised 
settlement to 80 per cent, in excess of what is now being collected. 
Good policy requires, in my opinion, that we should be content with 
the more moderate demand proposed by the Superintendent. 

21. With regard to the grouping of villages, Mr. Erskine seems 
to think that three villages, K&nlad, Ajampur, and Kolgaon, in the 
south-eastern corner of the district,should be reduced from Class III. 
to Class IV., as he represents the rainfall to be more capricious in this 
locality than in the rest of the district generally. J am inclined to 
agree with him in the opinion he has formed upon this point. It 
will be seen, however, by the map that the villages referred to are just 
on the outer boundary line of the 3rd class. The two adjoining vill¬ 
ages of Wakad and Manori Khurd have been put into the 4th, 
and the Superintendent informs me that he should have included 
the three referred to in that group also, were it not for the circum¬ 
stance of their being particularly good villages and situated also on 
Godaveri river, which is some advantage. 


22. The opinion that the Superintendent has formed of these 
villages is borne out by information regarding the district given me 
by a pensioned Mamlatdar, Tukaram Krishna, who was Head 
Classer under Captain Davidson when the former settlement was car¬ 
ried out. He described them to me as being some of the best vil¬ 
lages of the district, and notorious for the fertility of their soil. 

* Kanlad 35 per cent. This ’ C0U P led with the circumstance of the 
Kolgion 33 do. increase* under the 1-12 rate being somewhat 

Ajampur 50 do. be i oW the general average increase of the 
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district, induces me to recommend that they should remain under the 
3rd class, as arranged in the Superintendent’s grouping. 

23. There are two villages, however, Diksi and Jhivale, 
situated on the western boundary of the district near Wozar, which 
have, I think, been incorrectly grouped in being put into the 3rd 
instead of the 2nd class. The Superintendent agrees in this, and 
on my recommendation has given orders for them to be put under 
the higher class (2). With this exception I consider this grouping 
to be properly done. 

24. There is a small extent of Patasthal irrigation in the dis¬ 
trict. The water-supply is obtained by means of small dams, gene¬ 
rally of pakka masonry, thrown across the beds of nallas. The best 
work of the kind is on the Kadvva river, near the village of Wadali’ 
The supply in this case is perennial, but in the other works it usually 
runs short or fails altogether during the last two months of the hot 
weather, the irrigation of sugarcane and other perennial crops, which 
are cultivated to a small extent, being aided by wells. 

25. For this description of irrigation the Superintendent pro¬ 
poses to impose water-rates arranged by classes varying from Rs. 10 for 
the best Bhandaras to Rs. 2-8 for the inferior, the class being fixed 
with reference to the duration of the water-supply. The cultivation 
generally is inferior to that under similar kind of works in Khan- 
desh, and the rates have properly been made lower than those 
recently fixed for the latter district. The Patasthal rate under 
the former settlement was a combined land and water rate. The 
two rates have, however, been kept separate under the system 
carried out at the revision. 

26. The returns show an area of 3,665 acres under Patasthal 
cultivation, the water-rate assessment of which amounts to Rs. 18,573, 
the average rate being consequently about Rs. 5 per acre. 

27. With regard to wells, the Superintendent proposes (para. 
34) to carry out the plan introduced at the revision of the Dakhan 
districts, of having no special rate for cultivation under such works 
imposing, as in that case, the highest Jirayet rate upon the irrigable 
area. Land under wells built or repaired during the lease should, he 
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proposes, be subjected only to their regular Jirayet rate according to 
the soil valuation, in accordance with the plan sanctioned for Madeh 


Taluka. 


28. Mr. Erskine takes strong objections to these proposals. 
“ If,” he observes, “as I conclude from para. 34 of the Report, 
old Bagayet lands are included in the highest Jirayet rate, then I 
must say I think the highest Jirayet rates too low; for why good 
garden lands watered from wells in villages only a mile or two 
from a railway station, with a metalled road passing through 
them, should be assessed at 1-8 an acre, less probably than they were 
assessed at thirty years ago, though prices of produce have risen two 


hundred per cent, in the interval, is I admit, one of those changes I 
cannot understand.” The piinciple involved in charging a special 
rate for garden cultivation under wells does not, I think, admit of 
argument unless we are prepared to tax the outlay of private capital, 
by which alone the irrigation is supplied. I would commend to 
> Mr. Erskine’s perusal the Revenue Com mis- 

No. 9 * 0 ?’'ts 72 ° f M<mo ' sioner Mr. Havelock’s remarks upon this sub¬ 
ject in submitting to Government the pro¬ 
posals for the revision of the Bhimthari Taluka. 


*11. “ Passing to the 29th para, of Colonel Francis’ Report, the Revenue Com¬ 
missioner finds great pleasure in inviting attention to the application, in the villages 
under report, of the rules for assessing only at the Jirayet rate, calculated according to 
the quality of the soil, the area under all wells which have been constructed or restored 
during the currency of the lease. If any new illustration were required of the enorm¬ 
ous benefit to the Dukhan villages derivable from the encouragement of sinking wells, it 
would be seen at every mile of the Revenue Commissioner’s tour through the drought- 
stricken talukas of Ahmadnagar during the past few weeks. It has often happened 
(that the only vestige of crops over miles of good soil, ordinarily at this season covered 
with a fine growth of jawari, wheat, and gram, is derived from well cultivation, the re¬ 
maining lands not being even sown ; where also a scanty growth is visible in better 
localities, the stunted stalk and withering ear are here and there for a few aares in ex¬ 
tent turned into a growth which will enrich the Patel or fortunate cultivator who can 
command a few floodings of water from his well. Unfortunately in the Dakhan the bene¬ 
fit of well cultivation will always be limited, because of the uncertainty of finding water, 
and because in years of deficient rainfall, when the well is often liable to partial, failure, 
the irrigation so desperately needed can only be at that time imperfectly supplied ; hut 
still as an inexpensive mode of securing to a certain extent the population and the cat¬ 
tle from starvation in a bad season, encouragement to well-sinking by the beneficent or¬ 
ders recently issued by Government in Resolution No- 4050, dated 22nd August 1871, 
which appears to have been cordially carried out by Colonel Francis in the area under 
feview, will be regarded with hopeful gratitude by the people.” 
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29. The subject has been much discussed of late, and as 
Government have recorded their full and entire approval of the plan 
carried out in the Dakhan revisions of assessing well-land only at the 
highest Jirayet rate, I need make no further observations in the 
matter here; I may, however, observe that there will be a few cases, 
such as Mr. Erskine deprecates so strongly, of garden-lands being now 
charged less than they were assessed at thirty years since. This is 
because the well rate is foregone, and not because of the Jirayet 
assessment being lower. The garden cultivator will pay his general 
percentage increase under the latter head as with other cultivators, 
both benefiting alike by improved communications and rise in the 
price of grain, but to levy anything beyond this from him on account 
of the well would clearly be a tax upon capital. 

30. According to the return given in the statement contrasting 
present and proposed assessment, &c., the extent of land now under 
well or Mothasthal cultivation is shown to be 5,625 acres; and if we 
take the small sum of Rs. 2 per acre as the value of the water rate for 
such cultivation, we have a total of Rs. 11,250 as the amount of reve¬ 
nue foregone by the remission of well assessment. What the well 
assessment amounts to under the existing settlement is not shown in 
the statement, for the area and assessment given under the head of 
Bagayet (Cols. 5 and 6) includes the Patasthal as well as the well 
irrigation, no separation being practicable, as explained by the Su¬ 
perintendent in para. 33, owing to the rate for the two having been 
mixed up together and shown in one sum under the system followed 
at the former settlement. This is to be regretted, as it prevents our 
making any comparison of present with proposed assessment under 
either Mothasthal or Patasthal irrigation. 

31. The general result of the Superintendent’s proposals under 
all heads is to raise the Jama of the district from Rs. 91,731 to 
Rs. 1,54,155, which is equivalent to an increase of 68 per cent. The 
average dry-crop assessment under the new rates isRs. 1-1-5 per acre 
against a former average of 0-11-2. The following shows the average 
rate by classes:— 
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Class. 

Assessed 

area. 

Jirayet 

assessment. 

Wiiter rate 
assessment. 

Total 

assessment. 

Rate per acre 
on Jirayet only. 

1 

Acres. 

14,046 

Rs. 

24,320 

Rs. 

1,937 

Rs. 

26,257 

Rs. a. p, 

1 11 8 

2 

30,766 

38,003 

6,924 

44,927 

1 3 3 

8 

54,124 

50,082 

5,538 

61,620 

1 O' 7 

4 

25,085 

16,751 

4,174 

20,925 

0 10 8 

* Total. 

121,021 

1,35,156 

18, 573 

1,53,729 



Add- 

Waste land (764 acres) . 426 

Grand Total . 1,54,155 


32. In conclusion, I would observe that I consider the proposed 
rates to be fair and appropriate. The district is certainly in a good 
state, its communications may be said to be complete, and it has now 
great advantages in regard to markets ; and if we consider the rise in 
the price of grain which has taken place during the currency of the 
lease, there can, I think, be no grounds for apprehending we are tak¬ 
ing more than the State’s fair share of the enhanced value of land in 
imposing an assessment G8 per cent, in excess of the former demand. 

J. FRANCIS, Colonel, 

Survey and Settlement Commissioner, N. D. 


No. 1595 ok 1872. 

Revenue Department. 

Bovibay Castle, 4th April 1872. 


To H. N. B. ERSKINE, Esq., 

Collector of Nasik. 

Sib, 

With reference to your letter No. 687, dated 15th February 
1872, with reference to the rates in certain villages of Nipliar and 
Chandur, Government have been given to understand that, on recon- 
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sideration and consultation with the Survey Officers, you have with¬ 
drawn your objections to the introduction of the revision rates. May 
I request you will be good enough, at your early convenience, to 
inform me whether you now approve of those rates. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) E, W. RAVENSCROFT, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 


No. 1278 of 1872. 

Dindori, 12th April 1872. 

To the CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERNMENT, 

Bombay. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1595, dated 4th instant, inquiring whether 1 have withdrawn 
my objections to the introduction of the proposed revised rates for 
portions of the Niphar and Chandur Talukas recommended by .the 
Survey Officers, since hearing the explanations given by the Survey 
Superintendent. 

My chief objection to the proposed rates was that they seemed 
to be too low as compared with those sanctioned for the Chalisgaon 
and Maligam talukas, and that, as those rates appeared fair and not 
too high, the proposed rates should not be lower. 

Colonel Waddington has, since I wrote my former letter, gone 
over the papers with me, and has shown me that the reason the rates 
appear lower is that the system of fixing rates in the Khandesh and 
Nasik Surveys is very different, and that though the former appear 
higher they are really much lower. 

Thus though the class rates for Chalisgaon and those proposed 
for Niphar are respectively— 

1st Class. 2nd Class. 3rd Class. 4tL. Class. 5th Class. 
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Chalisgaon. 2 8 0 2 4 0 2 0 0 1 12 0 1 10 0 

Niphar...., 2 4 0 2 0 0 1 12 0 1 8 0 . 
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^et, owing to the system of assessment, the average dry-crop 
rates according to the two systems are— 


Niphar. 


Chalisgaon. 


Rs. a. p. 

1st Class. 1 11 8 

2nd Class. 13 3 

3rd Class. 1 0 7 

4th Class. 0 10 8 

5th Class.. None. 


Rs. a. p. 

1 0 3 

0 12 6 
0 0 10 
0 10 11 
0 6 4 


Thus it will be seen that the proposed Niphar rates are in the 
first class 70 per cent, higher than in Chalisgaon ; the 2nd class 54 
per cent, higher; the 3rd class 68 per cent, higher, while the 4th 
class is only three pies lower than the 4th class, while it is 72 per cent, 
higher than the 5th class. 

This places the matter in a different light, and as the increase 
proposed is large, namely— 

Present average. Proposed average. 




Rs. 

a. 

PlT 

Rs. 

a. 

P- 

1st 

Class . .. 

.0 

14 

4 

1 

11 

8 

2nd 

Class • * . 

. .0 

10 

5 

1 

3 

3 

3rd 

Class .. 

, .0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

7 

4th 

Class . *. 

.0 

5 

10 

0 

10 

8 


I consider that the proposed rates might fairly be introduced. 
The increase of from 50 to 60 per cent, is probably as much as could 
safely be made at one step. The different system that seems to have 
prevailed in the. Khaudesh Survey was not referred toby the Superin¬ 
tendent in his Report, and I was not aware of the very low standard 
of classification that had been adopted in Khandesh, nor that while 
apparently the rates were much higher, they were in reality so much 
lower than those proposed for Niphar. I knew the rates were some¬ 
what higher than the existing rates in Niphar, but I had not at that 
time any means of ascertaining the exact difference. After, then, 
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carefully considering the matter again, I am not prepared to recom¬ 
mend any further increase than that proposed on the dry-crop rates. 

With regard to the Patasthal rates on lands irrigated from dam s 
I offered no objections in my former letter; the rates seem sufficient, 
and I need not therefore make any remarks on this point. Colonel 
Waddington has informed me that lands irrigated from temporary 
(kacha) dams have the Patasthal rates fixed on them, only of course 
the rates are much lower than when the irrigation dams are not tem¬ 
porary. 

The subject of the assessment on lands irrigated from well3 is 
quite a distinct matter, and does not affect the general question ; but 
I still think that there seems to have been an unnecessary reduction 
in the case of such lands. Colonel Waddington, however, has in¬ 
formed me that his method of treating these lands is that approved 
of by Government. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

II. N. B. ERSKINE, 

Collector. 


No. 2077. 

Revenue Department, 
Bombay Castle, 30 th April 1872. 

Resolution. —The proposed rates for the eighty-eight villages of 
the Niphar and Chandfir Taluk&s of the Nasik Coliectorate may be 
introduced for the usual period of thirty years, and the usual Notifi¬ 
cation should be forwarded by the Survey and Settlement Commis¬ 
sioner, N. D., for publication in the Government Gazette. 

E. W. RAVENSCROFT, 

Acting Chief Secretary to Government. 



No. 47 of 1840. 


To J. VIBART, Esq., 

Revenue Commisioner, 

On Circuit, Surat District. 


Sir, —It was originally intended that the present assessment 

should remain in force, 


6th paragraph of Government letter to Revenue 
Commissioner, dated 28th July 1838, No. 2866. 

5th para, of Mr. Golsdmid’s letter to Suh-Col- 
lector, dated 16tti August 1838, No. SO. 

14th paragraph of Government letter to Reve¬ 
nue Comissioner, dated 20th June 1839, No.349. 

Government letter to Revenue Commissioner, 
dated 15th March 1839, No. 910. 


throughout the Chandore 
talook, until the comple¬ 
tion of the survey now in 
progress, and up to such 
period as the sanction of 
Government be obtained 
to a new schedule of rates 
for the whole district. 


2. I am, now, however, of opinion that, as I am no longer 
in revenue charge of the talooka, an experimental assessment 
extending to two (2) “ turufs,” namely “ Nephar and Wozur,” 
should be introduced by Lieutenant Davidson and me as soon 
as practicable. Such assessment to continue for one year, and to 
be thereafter open to such changes and modifications as may 
bring it to a scale uniform to that which Government may sanction 
for the whole district. 

3. I beg it may be understood that 1 do not propose this 

„ „ , experimental assessment with a view oftestiugr 

Mr. Goldsmid 3 letter , * , . T “ 

to Principal Collector of the fitness ot the new land rates ; as I am well 

Poona, dated 27th June aware and have always maintained, that a 
1838, suggesting modi- . , , , . 

fications in the plan or- revised assessment must be in operation for 

deied by Government for several years before its applicability and 
assessing Indapoor. ,, , , , , 1 . , J 

fitness can be thoroughly ascertained. 

4. I make the proposal with a view of giving the district 
officers some practical acquaintance with the new system of ac- 
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counts and other details, both as regards cutcherry and field work, 
connected with the survey assessment, as well as with a view of 
affording an opportunity to the Sub-Collector and his subordinate 
Hoozoor, district and village revenue officers, of pointing out, 
whilst the Survey Officers are yet on the spot to remedy them, 
any defect in the general arrangement. 


5. I fear that, unless the subordinate local revenue officers 
have some previous training, the sudden introduction, throughout 
the district, of the new Survey assessment, will lead to considera¬ 
ble perplexity in framing the first annual settlement, cause much 
additional trouble to the European officers, and, possibly bring 
our survey arrangements into disfavour. 

6. It should be borne in mind that there is a great dif¬ 
ference between the district I am surveying and those subjected to 
the operations of the officers superintending the Southern Deccan 
Survey—the former are now being subjected for the first time to 
a survey assessment, whilst the Native revenue officers, employed 
in the Poona and Sholapoor Collectorates, have been for years 
making use, and therefore, it is to be supposed, obtained a com¬ 
petent knowledge of the survey accounts. 

7. The two “turufs” which I propose subjecting to the 

experimental settlement yielded,"in 1837-38, 


Nephar 

Wozur 


.... 13,416 
.... 5,327 

Bs,. 18.743 


a revenue of rupees eighteen thousand 
seven hundred and forty-three, and last year 
rupees five thousand four hundred and 


Nephar . 3,399 seventy-four. 

Wozur . 2075 

*- 8. As you are at present in a distant 


III. — hill Province, I would suggest that the Govern¬ 


ment sanction to the proposed arrangement 
be conveyed direct to this department instead of through your 
office. 


I have the honour to be, &c.. 


H. E. GOLDSMID, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey. 
Camp Kounaee, Nassick District, 1 6th March 1840. 
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No. 354 of 1840. 

To L R. REID, Esq., 

Chief Secretary, Bombay. 

Sir,—I have the honour to forward an original letter from the 

Nephar and w«ur. Superintendent of the Nassick Survey, 

recommending that he should be allowed 
to introduce into two turufs of the Chandore talooka an experi¬ 
mental assessment, to be after one year open to such changes and 
modifications as may render it uniform with that which Govern¬ 
ment may sanction for the whole district. 

2. His object in making this proposition is, Mr. Goldsmid 
states, to give the district officers some practical acquaintance 
with the new system of accounts and other details connected with 
new survey and assessment, and to allow the Sub-Collector and his 
subordinate officers an opportunity ofpoin ting out any defects, which 
may become apparent in the practical working of the new assess¬ 
ment, in time to admit of their correction in other parts of the work- 

3. The exact nature of the experimental arrangement 
which he proposes to introduce is not described by Mr. Goldsmid ; 
but I conclude it will be, as nearly as he can now judge, the same 
as that which he will ultimately recommend, as the permanent 
assessment for the whole district. 

4. As the reasons which are given for the proposition 
appear to me valid, I would beg to recommend that it be sanctioned, 
and that, as requested in the last paragraph, the decision of Go¬ 
vernment should be communicated to Mr. Goldsmid direct. 

5. Should Government approve of these suggestions, I 
would further beg to recommend that the Collector be also in¬ 
formed of Government’s wishes direct; and instructed to desire 
his acting Sub-Collector to point out any defects in the provi¬ 
sional assessment which may come to the notice of himself or his 
subordinates during the period for which it is in force. 

I have the honour to be, Ac., 

J. VIBART, 

Revenue Commissioner. 

Ahmedabad District , Kolarpoor , 

Revenue Commissioner''s Office, March 27th, 1840. 
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No. 1339 of 1840. 

To THE REVENUE COMMISSIONER. 

Territorial Department— Reoenue. 

Sir,—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of jour letter, 
No. 354, dated the 27th ultimo, handing up one ill original 
from the Superintendent of the Nassick Survey regarding the 
introduction into two turnfs of the Chandorc talooka of an ex¬ 
perimental assessment, to bo after one year open to such changes 
and modifications as may render it uniform with that which may 

be sanctioned for the whole district. 

• 

2. In reply I am desired to observe that it is not without 
considerable hesitation thatthe Honorable the Governorin Council 
accedes to this proposition. Government is wholly in the dark 
as to the details of Mr. Goldsmid’s operations, and yet it is called 
upon to authorize him to act upon his survey over a portion of the 
Chandorc district. If the operation of survey and assessment has 
been so far carried as to admit of its being put in force to such 
extent, it surely must have advanced far enough to enable Mr. 
Goldsmid to submit its details for the information of Government. 

3. Still it must be admitted that the reasons urged by 
Mr. Goldsmid (and supported by you) in favour of the measure 
which he proposes are deserving of considerable weight. There 
would be a great advantage in having the work brought into 
active operation by those who have been engaged in the measure¬ 
ment, classification, and assessment of the land, and the training 
which the ordinary revenue establishment will go through in the 
adaptation of the new system to a small extent of country, will 
greatly facilitate its eventual extension over the whole tract. 

4. Relying, therefore, on Mr. Goldsmid’s judgment, and his 
fitness for the duty on which he is employed, and on your recom¬ 
mendation, the Governor in Council authorizes Mr. Goldsmid and 
his Assistant to proceed in the manner proposed, with the two 
small turufs of Niphar and Wozur. 



5. A copy of this letter has been sent direct to Mr. 
Goldsmid for his informantion and guidance. The requisite com¬ 
munication will also be made to the Collector of Ahmednuggur as 
suggested by you in the 5th para. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

L. R. REID, 

Chief Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle, 28th April 1840. 

No. 1340 of 1840. 


A copy to be sent to Mr. Goldsmid for information and 
guidance. 


No. 1341 of 1840. 

To the COLLECTOR of AHMEDNUGGUR. 

Sir, —lam directed by the Honorable the Governor in Coun¬ 
cil to transmit for your information the 
accompanying copies of the documents 
noted in the margin, respecting the 
introduction of an experimental assess¬ 
ment in the turufs of’Niphar and Wozur, 
and to request that you will attend to the suggestion submitted by 
the Revenue Commissioner in the concluding paragraph. 

Bombay Castle, 28 th April 1840. 


Letter from the Revenue 
Commissioner, dated 27th Mar. 
1840, with enclosure. 

Reply to do., 28th April. 


No. 135 OF 1840. 


To JOHN VIBART, Esq., 

Revenue Commissioner, Poona. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report that, under the sanction 
accorded by Mr, Chief Secretary Reid’9 
sioner No. V l339. COinmiS ' ^ etter °f 28th April last,* the introductory 
t Nephar and Wozur. assessment of two turufst in Talooka Chan- 
dore has been completed. 



2. My reasons for requesting permission to subject two 
turufs to a revised assessment, without awaiting the collection of 
materials for the reassessment of a talooka, were set forth in my 

letter of 16th March* last, and consequent- 
sioner, No!' 4 7! Commis ’ ly need only be alluded to here, as rendering 

apparent the necessity for a Report on so 
small a tract of country being accompanied by the same details 
regarding proceedings past and prospective as would have been 
necessary, were I reporting on the re-assessment of a whole 
talooka. My now entering into this detail will have the advan¬ 
tage of presenting, at one view, the system which I intend should 
be carried on in surveying and assessing the whole of the 
champaign portion of this Sub-Collectorate, and thus not’ only 
afford facility for future references, by exhibiting in one Report 
what must otherwise have been sought for amid the scattered 
contents of a series of subsequent communications, but also enable 
you to review our operations ere they shall have become so ex¬ 
tended as to render extremely difficult the application of any 
corrections which you may deem called for. 

3. It is unnecessary, for the information of those for whose 
more immediate perusal this report is intended, that I should 
give any account of the ryutwar system obtaining in these 
districts, as in no essential particular does it differ from that 
prevailing in other parts of the Deccan. But as the revision of the 
Northern Deccan assessment may possibly fall under the review 
of others less familiar with the practical details of a Deccan 
ryutwar settlement, a brief notice of the subject may he required ; 
and l am the more disposed to think so from experiencing great 
difficulties in arriving at an accurate knowledge of the minutiae of 
the settlement conducted in the North-Western Provinces, owing 
to my ignorance on points that have been apparently so familiar 
to the writers as not to be deemed requiring explanation. 

[a] I made the proposal with a view of giving the district officers some practical 
acquaintance with the new system of accounts and other details, both as regards cutch- 
erry and field work, connected with the survey assessment, as well as with a view of 
affording an opportunity to the Sub-Collector and his subordinate hoozoor, district, 
and village revenue officers, of pointing out, whilst the survey officers are yet on the 
spot to remedy them, any defect in the general arrangement. 



4. With the exception of sheree, which will be presently 
adverted to, and of some mountain wastes, the whole of the 
Deccan lands are attached to particular villages, and this distribu¬ 
tion is not at all affected by the circumstance of any number of 
the cultivators residing elsewhere, nor, indeed, by the circumstance 
of a village being altogether deserted. In the latter case the 
cultivators, if any, dwelt in neighbouring villages, and the officers, 
artisans, and servants of the deserted village continue to enjoy 
their hereditary rights and privileges. Whilst even supposing 
that from the uncultivated state of the village lands these rights 
and privileges were for any term of years merely nominal, the title 
to profit by them the moment they become worth any thing, is 
by no means affected. 

5. The village lands were originally divided into large 

estates, which, as the members of the families 
Commissioned to' coll'c multiplied, became sub-divided, and such sub- 
tor of AhmednugKur, divisions have by order of your predecessor* 
No 6 944 !* JUnC lt * 33 ’ been of late years numbered. This num¬ 
bering is continued in one unbroken series 
throughout the lands of a village, and hence, the last number 
shows how many sub-divisions there are in that village. Each 
sub-division is now well known by the ryut as his particular 
number, and the term has become as familiar to the inhabitants 
of the Deccan as any word of their vernacular language. 

6. Considered in connection with their tenures, there are 
four principal descriptions of culturable land, viz :— 

( B ) Meerasee, ((7) Gutcolee, (D) Enamee, and (E) Sheree. 

7. Firstly. Meerasee, or land held by hereditary tenure. —The 
liability of this description of land to assessment, whether cultivat¬ 
ed or otherwise ; the power of the mcerasdar, or hereditary pos¬ 
sessor, to claim it from an actual occupant; and the period within, 
and terms on, which he can do so, are questions, regarding which 

(B) From £,1 Heritage, succession, patrimony. 

(C) From JT?r Gone or passed, and a family, race, tribe. 

(D) From fUi| Presents, gifts. 

(E) A corruption from «vC Head, top, highest, greatest—hence the head of the 
state, the sovereign. 
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* Letter from Govern¬ 
ment to Revenue Com¬ 
missioner, dated 30th 
May 1840, forwarding 
extract, being paragraph 
30 of a letter from 
the Honorable Court of 
Directors to Bombay 
Government, dated 20th 
February 1810, No. 1. 


our different revenue officers have offered opinions so widely dis¬ 
cordant, that it were unsafe to enter into them here. Government 
having called upon the several revenue au¬ 
thorities for information,* with a view of 
framing a legal enactment, it is to be hoped 
that the uncertainty, at present hanging over 
these questions, will be soon removed ; in 
the meantime it were premature and out of 
place to agitate them further. For my pre¬ 
sent purpose it will be sufficient to state 
that no ryut, be he a meeras holder or sim¬ 
ple renter, is, in the Northern Deccan, held liable for the assess¬ 
ment on any of his numbers which he may fail to bring under 
cultivation. 

8 . Secondly , Oatcoolee —Which, if we may credit general 
tradition, and the term itself, [a] means land originally meerasee, 
but where the race of the proprietors has either become extinct 
or is supposed to have become so, from the length of time they 
have been unheared of. This description of land may again 
become meerasee, not by virtue of length of tenure, however 
extended, but by a grant of Government or their authorized 
agents, in the same manner as it may become mauphee. Mueh 
of this land, however, has been in the hands of the same family 
for so long a period, that they consider themselves to have a 
proprietary right in it, only inferior to that of meeras, and this 
opinion is concurred in by their neighbours and the district and 
village authorities, and to deprive them of it, to bestow on others 
in mauphee or meeras, or for Government purposes of any de¬ 
scription, would be thought exceedingly unjust, and, generally 
speaking, it is only persons who have very recently become 
occupants of such lands who could be deprived of them without 
outraging public opinion. 

Under this head, I also enter, on account of the exact similar¬ 
ity of tenure, all land that I find termed Gheir Dakhla. [6] Gheir- 


[</,] Vide Note C to paragraph G. 

[6] From without end ; or ^T»3§Tr, a document producible in evidence. 
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dakhla land is such, as from various causes, was not originally in¬ 
cluded in any estate, but has since been brought under cultivation 
without a meerasee grant. The old bed of a river, that has chang¬ 
ed its course or contracted its channel; spots amongst hill which 
were originally overlooked, or where soil has accumulated since 
the original division of the village lands ; the dry beds of tanks, 
and lands, by any means recently made available for cultivation, 
will generally be found known by this term. It will be evident 
that this and gutcolee laud are held on exactly the same tenure. 
The terms gheir.dakhla and gutcolee, when used of a tenure 
are both without signification. But the former word is so ge¬ 
nerally known, that its being applied to denote the tenure as well 
as the condition of the land, is preferable to inventing a new term, 
and having once applied the word to the tenure, there can be 
nothing inappropriate in classing under it lands, which, though 
they have no meeras proprietor, and do not therefore bear the 
name gutcolee, are vet held on exactly the same tenure. 

9. Thirdly, Enamee —or as it should more properly be termed 
mauphee—which is land exempted from assessment, [u] either in 
consideration of service rendered by the holder, or as a free grant, 
without any manner of condition being attached. In the revenue 
records of Guzcrat there is a distinguishing name for each of 
these descriptions of grants, and as the absence of such distinction 
affords holders of conditional mauphee an opportunity of escap¬ 
ing the fulfilment of the terms annexed thereto, [6] I have entered 


[а] By Clause 2nd of Section 2 of Regulation XVII. of 1827, Government re¬ 
serves to itself the right “ to assess to the public revenue all lands under whatever title 
they may he held, whenever and so long as the exigencies of the State may render such 
assessment necessary.” 

[б] By Clause 2nd to 5tli Section 38 of Regulation XVII. of 1827 “ all land held 
exempt from the payment of public revenue, if such exemption was granted in considera¬ 
tion of service to be performed or for the support of religious or other establishments, 
or for other special purposes, shall be liable to be assessed, if the conditions of the 
grant are not fulfilled. Provided that no such assessment shall be made until the person 
enjoying the exemption has received notice, in writing, either from the Government or 

2 c 
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in my survey records, under the general head of mauphee 
or exempted, all lands which escape payment of public revenue, 
and have distinguished by the prefix a Ujee [«] and Upoorn \b j 
that which is entirely from that which is partially exempt. 'These 
divisions have been sub-divided as follows: — 

Is#. Chakreea [c].—Is land granted free of assessment on cer¬ 
tain conditions to be fulfilled, and comprised— 

I. Prupuncharth [J].—Land granted for lay or secular 
services, as those exacted from a patel or from a watchman. 
The keeping in repair a dam constructed for the purposes 
of irrigation, &c. 

2nd, Dhurmarth [e],—Land granted for religious purposes, 
comprising— 

I. Dewusthan [/].—Land assigned for the support of re¬ 
ligious establishments. 

II. Dhurmcidao [</].—Land setaside as a recompense for indi¬ 
viduals entertained to perform what are held to be 
religious services. 


one of its officers duly authorized, requiring him to fulfil the condition of the grant, 
and has failed so to do within the period specified in the grant, or if no period is so 
specified for more than six (C) months from the date of serving the notice. Provided 
also, that when the person enjoying the exemption hold it in trust for the benefit of 
others, as in the case of exemptions granted for the support of religious establishments, 
public works, &e., proclamation shall at the time of giving the notice be made, that 
the land will be assessed, and the assessment enforced, unless, within the prescribed 
period, the conditions of the grant are fulfilled ; or a suit, to enforce their fulfilment, 
is filed by some person interested. The proclamation shall be read aloud in the most 
public part of the town or village within the limits of which the property is situated, 
and copies thereof shall be fixed up in a conspicuous part of the Zillah court, in the 
Collector’s cutcherry, and in the public market of the said town or village.” 

[а] "Wholly, entirely, 

[б] Not entirely, i.e. partially. 

[c] A Maratha adjective, framed from the Persian noun, service. 

[<#] For worldly or secular purposes. 

[e] As a religious act. 

I 'f] A hallowed or sacred place. 

[p] Religious endowment or appropriation. 
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3 rd. G heir slier etee. [a]—Lands to which no manner of condi¬ 
tion, to be fulljilled subsequent to their being received in mauphee, is 
attached, although there may be, what the law would term, “prece¬ 
dent conditions.” For instance, land assigned as a reward for the 
having given information which led to the capture of a gang of 
robbers, would be entered as gheirsheret.ee ; but if the grant were 
accompanied with a proviso that a good watch was to be kept up 
by the grantee for robbers who might hereafter commit depredations 
in tiie neighbourhood, the land would then be considered by me 
as coming under the head of chakreea. The term enamee has 
been altogether rejected, as it has hitherto been so laxly applied 
to all description of mauphee land, that I fear great confusion 
would attend any attempt to use the word in its proper and more 
restricted sense of a “ free or unconditional grant.” 

10 . Fourthly. Sheree, or land belonging immediately to Go¬ 
vernment, comprising ground lying beyond the acknowledged 
boundaries of villages, and which, from time immemorial, has 
neither been claimed nor appropriated as village properly ; also 
ground, which, though perhaps situated in the very midst of the 
lands of a village, has been by mandate of the sovereign placed, 
as it were, without their pale. I have seen, as sheree, a long 
narrow slip of arable land running between the boundaries of two 
villages. I have also heard of ground formed by an alteration in 
the course of a river, which has been termed sheree, and I have 
met with other kinds of sheree land, trifling in extent, such as 
certain culturable portions on the plateaus or below the scarps of 
hill-forts, the gardens or pleasure grounds of former sovereigns, &c. 
But the whole of the land denominated sheree is so small, as to be 
of little account in a general view of lands and tenures, and I should 
hardly have noticed it, did not its existence throw some light on 
the much agitated question, as to the ultimate property possessed 
by the ruling power in the soil. The fact of lands, composing the 
sovereign’s pleasure grounds and gardens, and of lands not included 
in the boundaries of villages being distinguished by a term, 
designating them the exclusive property of the ruler, would seem 

[a] kt-X* j 1 ? Unconditional. 



to intimate that the proprietorship of other lands was vested* 
somewhere else. Sheree is not subject to the payment of those 
regular and organized dues, which the hereditary officers of Go¬ 
vernment claim from other descriptions of land. 

11. Except in a few villages where the casbundee [a] or 
moondbundee [6] modes of assessment are in force, the whole of 
the meerasee and gutcolee lands are subject to a fixed annual tax 
for every beegha, actually found, or traditionally held to be 
contained, in a cultivated number, and this system is termed 
beeghwunee or beeghotce. 

12 . It is unnecessary to notice more at large the casbundee 
and moondbundee modes of assessment, as the villages in which 
they do prevail are so few and scattered, that they are not worthy 
of being taken to account in a general notice of the revenue system. 
Moreover, in such villages, the principle on which these modes 
of assessment are grounded, have been, by the influence of hasty 
arrangements, based, but too often, on an imperfect knowledge of 
the subject so modified, that their existence is more nominal than 
real, and although it may be possible to restore them to something 
like their original state, in places where they now prevail, I can 
see no prospect of advantage or success attending their extension. 

13. The particular numbers cultivated by each ryut having 
been ascertained, the ordinary assessment on each number is sepa¬ 
rately charged against his name. The duty of the Collector as 
an organ of Government, is to see that this is correctly done, 
and that no overcharge is made. The Collector has also to 
determine what sums are to be deducted from the ordinary 
assessment so charged, as remissions on account of failure of 
crops, loss sustained by fire, and on like special grounds to 
satisfy himself that each person on whose fields a remission of 
assessment may have been made is acquainted with its amount, 
and that the same is actually credited in his account with Govern- 

[ a $•£] and “ Systems by which the lands of a village arc, with 

refeience to their quantity, but not contiguity .portioned out among different families 
or heads of families, and each estate assessed in the lump instead of at certain rates per 
measured beegha or acre.”— Tide my Glossary of Revenue Terms. 
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ment. Supposing that the same individual possesses fields in two 
villages, his accounts are kept as distinct as though the land were 
held by two individuals residing in different villages. 

14. I trust that enough has been said to convey some idea 
of the ryutwar system, as it obtains in the Northern Deccan, and 
I feel certain, that a knowledge of this system must lead to the 
conclusion that if we hope to work it out to equitable results, we 
must, as an essential preliminary, ascertain the proper assessment 
imposable on each number, or else satisfy ourselves that the 
particulars already recorded on these heads are correct. 

15. It is unnecessary for me to quote the results of our pre- 

* , _ sent survey, iti proof of the extreme faultiness 

Commissioner, 2Sth July of the recorded measurements and classifi- 
1838, No. 2S.)t>. cation, their inaccuracy having been already 

fully admitted by Government,* but it may be as well to describe 
the manner in which they came to be introduced and acted on. 

16. There are still extant some old documents, in which the 
Mahomedan authorities proposed to exhibit the area in beeghas of 
different villages, but no proof is adduced in support of the as¬ 
sertion that this area was obtained from actual measurement, 

17. The Marathas occasionally measured portions of the 
land which happened to be under cultivation, but as these mea¬ 
surements were only made to answer the p irpose of the hour 
there was no specification of the names or position of the fields 
subjected to survey, consequently the rough records even, where 
preserved, afford no useful information. 

18. During the Maratha rule, those in high authority merely 
attended to the aggregate amount of revenue derivable from the 
several taiookas, leaving their interior fiscal management to the 
comavisdars, who frequently farmed the revenue of the districts 
they were superintending, and in their turn settled with the heads 
of villages. 

19. The same detailed papers by the village officers, as if it 
were usual for the Government authorities to strictly regulate 
their demands by the quantity of land under cultivation and the 
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value of the crops it produced. This form, a remnant of a more 
equitable system prevailing in better times, was partly adhered to, 
because it sometimes presented to the district authorities grounds 
for insisting on the terms demanded, and at other times afforded 
the village officers an argument to plead for an abatement occa¬ 
sionally, when the district and village authorities could not come 
to any terms, the quantity of land devoted to different kinds of 
products was ascertained; and by a personal inspection of the 
sheaves piled up in the several fields, the average produce of each 
beegha estimated ; such nice scrutinies were, however, but very 
seldom deemed necessary. 

20. If the cultivation appeared to have increased, or the 
condition of a village would seem to admit of an advance on the 
demands of the preceding year, it was made. If on the other hand 
the circumstances of the cultivators were at an ebb, so low as to 
render it probable that the rigid enforcement of the ordinary reve¬ 
nue would be attended by the ryuts throwing up part of their lands, 
a temporary abatement was sanctioned; and in very favourable 
seasons, extra cesses were levied professedly for that year only, 
but once exacted they were generally included in subsequent 
settlements as forming part of the regular rental. 

21. The amount of the comavisdars’ claims thus adjusted, 
the village community apportioned the sum on their various estates, 
according to established practice, which in these parts of the 
country was generally by fractional shares. 

22 . From the first moment of our obtaining possession of 
the country, our Collectors appear either to have misunderstood 
the system by which the assessment of a village was divided by 
fractional shares on the different estates ; or to have been violently 
opposed thereto. For they forthwith ordered that it should be 
determined what rate every beegab of cultivated land was to pay 
to Government, and that, the collections from each ryut should 
be made accordingly. 

23. Three or four years after our acquisition of the country 
a new rental for each village was fixed, and the particular rates to 
be imposed to meet this new rental were determined. But from 
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all I can learn, it would appear that this settlement, although sanc¬ 
tioned by the European officer in charge of these districts, was 
made by his sheristedar, on the very imperfect information to be 
collected in those early days of our rule from the hereditary 
officers, and that neither a single village nor a single field was 
visited by the settling officer or his Native subordinates. 


24. Although the rates to be imposed to meet this new 
rental were specified, there was no particularization of the divisions 
of lands on which these rates were to be imposed, and consequently 
the responsible and delicate duty of determining, and that too 
annually, what fields should pay particular rates, was delegated 
to the village officers. 


25. For instance, take a village supposed to contain, after 
deducting mauphee, nine hundred beeghas, of these one hundred 
are irrigated and eight hundred dry land, the rental of this 
village was fixed by the settling officer, at say rupees eleven 
hundred and fifteen, and this sum was apportioned as follows:— 

Irrigated Land. 

"0 bceglm at Its. 5 per bccglm .. Rs- 3;>0 
.'SO „ „ a „ .. „ 90 

- -140 

Ihy La ml t 


400 beeghas at Rs. 1 per beeghn.. Rs. 400 
300 „ „ $ „ „ „ 225 

100 „ „ -> „ „ „ 50 


Total Beeglms of land 4 
subject to assessment. / 


Total Rental. 


fi“5 

Its. 1,115 


The extent of dry laud under cultivation might amount in any 
one year to say four hundred beeghas, it would remain for the 
village officers to determine as to the rates to be imposed thereon. 
Possibly they might enter in their returns that the whole of the 
one rupee land was lying waste, and assess these four hundred 
cultivated beeghas at three quarters, and half a rupee, or possibly 
they might assess half the cultivated land at one rupee and half, 
at three quarters, and so on. The very same field which was taxed 



one year at half a rupee, might next season be assessed at the 
rate of one rupee. 


20. This new mode of management existed more on paper 
than in reality. The district and village authorities amusing the 
Collector with statements, exhibiting the apportionment of the 
revenue on the various fields according to these rates, while the 
villagers continued to adhere to their old and well known pay¬ 
ment by fractional shares. 


27. Nevertheless,the new system gradually gained ground, and 
* Letter from Mr. was, at last, generally brought into practice ; 

Williamson to Collector in ty order of y our Predecessor, 

15 tliJmieiS3o ^941 • eacb sub-division of land was numbered and 
the contents and assessment of each number entered in a register.* 

28. There can be no doubt that, by this registering of land, 
the system was greatly improved, as the register deprived the 
village authorities of the power of varying the rate at which a field 
should be assessed, [n] and rendered each person certain of the 
demand that would be made on him. Still as the registers were 
prepared by the village accountants, w ho knew nothing of land 
measuring, and little, if any thing, of the power or properties of 
the;eoi|,,it is not to be wondered that the recorded measurements 
and classification have been found faulty in the extreme. 


29. I will now endeavour to detail the arrangements made by 
this department for surveying and assessing the district in question. 
The arrangements at first introduced have been occasionally modi¬ 
fied where experience suggested improvement, but the plan which 
lias for several months past been acted upon, will be found detail¬ 
ed under the following heads : — 


[a] In Mr. ltciil directed the preparation of a statement, distinguishing 

each sub-division of land by a name, and exhibiting the number of beeghasit contained, 
uaasliie”' Mr. 'Dunlop ordered the district officers to make out returns, showing 

the name off each sub-division, its contents in beeghns, tlic rate per bcegha, and total 
assessment imposable. These instructions were, hmvevcr, carried out in a manner 
which still left the; village officers the power (although somewhat restricted) of annually 
determining the rates to be imposed on the different sub-divisions. 



1st .—The duties of the measurer. 

‘2nd .—The duties of the turum, or classifier. 

3 rd .—The preparation of fair copies of the survey docu¬ 
ments. 


4th .—The rates ofassesment to be imposed on the different 
descriptions of land. 

The Duties of the Measitueh—The Marking off the 
Boundaries of each Sub-Division of Land. 


* fide para. 3 of my 
letter to Acting Sub-Col¬ 
lector of Nasaick, dated 
24 th December 1839, 
No. 30. copy forwarded 
to Revenue Commission¬ 
er, under date ,31st De¬ 
cember 1839, No. 32. 


30. Firstly —“ * In the first place a message is sent to the 
patell and coolkurnee, informing them that 
the survey of their village will commence 
on a certain day, against which they are 
required to have a sufficient number of stones, 
eighteen or more inches in height, thrown 
down in or near every number or sub-division 
of land which is not already surrounded by 

an earthen bank.” 

31. Secondly .—“ Whilst a measurer is surveying and mapping 
the number, a peon superintends the sinking half of its height in 
the earth, of a stone, at every corner; and should the boundaries 
be irregular, at every bend.” 

32. Thirdly. —“ The measurers are forbid, on pain of dis¬ 
mission, from leaving a single Held before its boundaries have been 
marked off in the prescribed manner [«]. 


33. “ Our measurers well understand the importance which is 

attached to this duty, and our determination to secure its proper 
performance. They also are well aware that there is every pro¬ 
bability of the slightest omission on their part being detected, for 
when riding across the country, from village to village, Lieutenant 
Davidson, Serjeant Gooddine, and I, pull up in several fields for 
the purpose of inspecting the boundaries, which are also carefully 


(VJ Government have directed that, on all future occasions, the duty of superin¬ 
tending the fixing of boundary marks, be performed by the hereditary district officers, 
vide 4 to 6 paras, of Government letter to the Revenue Commissioner, No. 415, 
and 2nd para of Government letter to Revenue Commissioner, No. 424, both dated 
3rd of February 1810. 
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examined by our Native testers and Serjeant Gooddine when check- 
„ ing the work of the measurers,* and by our 

f Vide para. 63 to 76 . tur ums and Lreutenant Davidsont when 
classing the soil comprised in each number.” 

34. “The boundary stones once carefully laid down, and all 
that can possibly be expected from this department has been done, 
the responsibility of preserving the marks must, of course, entirely 
rest with the local revenue officers. Nevertheless, I am, as already 

mentioned to you,t greatly distressed, when 

X Vide paras 3,4, &r> I think that, take what precautions the local 
of my letter to Revenue , f ... . . . ... 

Commissioner, dated3lst 3-uthoiities niay, there is every probability 

December 1839, No. 32. that, sooner or later, many of our boundary 

marks will be destroyed ; for, although the 

boundary marks fixed in the Cliandore talooka are of a better 

description than those generally established at Revenue Surveys, 

still they are capable of being very easily removed, designedly, by 

a ryut, who may be desirous of altering the contents of his field; 

and accidentally, by the plough, or by herdsmen and wunjarees, 

who, when encamping on the waste land, will, night after night, 

take up two or three of the stones for the purpose of constructing 

temporary fire places on which to cook bread.” 

35. Nor are the boundary stones so easily to be discerned as 
I could wish ; on the contrary, they are most effectually hid from 
view by the grain and grass at the “very season when it is of the 
greatest importance they should strike the eye. I refer to the 
Season at which the cultivation returns are prepared and crops 
inspected. Another great objection to stones as boundary marks 
is, that, unless multiplied to an extent which is quite out of the 
question, they are not of themselves sufficient to indicate the exact 
limits of irregularly shaped fields having many indentations,” 

36. In handing up to Government my report, from which the 

above passages are extracted, you observed 

§ Letter from the Re- that S “the plan of throwing up ridges of 
venue Commissioner to . , , , . . ,, ,. 

Cxovemment, dated 18th earth which is not an uncommon Native me- 

January 1840, No. 76. thod of marking some of the principal divisions 

of the village, is described in the 7thandfoI- 
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* 1st para, of letter 
from Revenue Com mis- 
sioner to Superintendent 
Rev. Survey, dated "tli 
Feb. 1840, No. 178. 


lowing paragraphs (of Mr, Goldsmid’s report of 31st December) as 
singularly free from the objections which apply to every other kind 
of boundary mark, and would indeed seem the only one which 
can be trusted to, in a country generally destitute of trees or 
hedges, as likely to remain unaltered by accident, and to prove 
difficult to remove designedly, without the certainty of detection,” 
“ The only bar,” you observed, “to their general use is the 
great addition they are likely to make to the expense of a survey,” 

but still, it appeal'd to you “ that by con¬ 
tributing to the permanency of the survey, 
they might, in the end, be found to be 
the most economical plan.” And you, there¬ 
fore, obtained sanction to my expending* 
rupees five hundred for the purpose of ascertaining, as far as 

possible, by actual experiment, what would 
Revenue'Comnifasfonerto be the additional expense of adopting gene- 
Government, dated 18th rally the plan in question.” “ The experi- 
Jnnuary 1840, No. 7«- m ent,” tyou observed, “ will be one ofimpor- 

tance to surveys in general, and not peculiarly so to the Nassick 
survey.” 

37. At an expense of rupees two hundred and twenty 
annas five and pies four [«] I have prepared an estimate of the ex¬ 
tent of boundary which one beegavee can throw up in a given 
time, and roughly calculated the total number of yards which must, 
in a district such as Chandore, be thrown up to surround with 
ridges each sub-division. With this information I can furnish any 
Engineer officer Government may please to consult on the sub¬ 
ject, and will merely here observe, that whatever the expense, I 
am of opinion, it should be incurred, not in talooka Chandore, the 
lands of which have been already measured, but in districts which 

are yet to be subjected to a Revenue survey ; 

t Para, 14 of latter to an( j as mentioned in my letter of 31st De- 
Revenue Commissioner, . J , . , 

No. 32. cember ]839,t it were obviously to the 

interest of Government that the experiment 
should be made in a district where there is supposed to be a con¬ 
siderable quantity of concealed cultivation. 


l«j Contingent bills for tbis sum have been submitted for sanction. 
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3S, I trust that the above suggestions will not be considered 
as 1 unreasonable. Those who are acquainted with the manner in 
which the survey oftlie North-Western Provinces has been carried 
oir, will not fail to have remarked the liberal assistance which has, 
on all occasions, been granted by Government and other high 
authorities, towards the satisfactory completion of a work, so 
.Vlitally important to the country, and I trust I may not be deemed 
as too sanguine, in expecting, that a like liberal measure of 
assistance will be accorded by the Bombay Government in 
furtherance of the objects of surveys which are being prosecuted 
in the Presidency. 

The Measuring or each Sub-Division ov Land. 

39. 1 introduced the English acre [rrj as the standard of 

[«]. The English sub-division of the acre has been rejected in favour of that, adopted 
by Sir Thomas Munro and Mr. Pringle, viz. : — 

A rinas Goon t a 

Ifi 1 Acre, 

p!® 40 = 1 

The measuring chain is composed of sixteen links. The chain multiplied by one 
of its links is an anna. The chain square is a goonta, and forty square chains 
equal an acre, Regarding the advantage for calculation of these divisions of the acre 
Lieutenant Nash, previous to the commencement of the survey, favoured me with the 
following remarks : “ The division of the acre into gooutasaud annas seem to me to be 
one in every way accordant with the spirit of Indian calculation, and at the same time 
well adapted for the multiplication of the contents of the field by the rate, to find the 
amount of assessment- fly having sixteen links in a chain measuring one side of a square 
goonta, you are enabled, without having an awkwardly long chain, to preserve the 
favourate Native proportion between the divisions of the superficies of n field l A + t ' f 
or, as they write it, * which, I think, it would he difficult to effect in any other 

way, also by dividing the acre into 10 goontas you are enabled with ease to find what 
the amount at I Rupee per acre comes to (on which according to the Native custom 
you calculate the proper s um by taking so many sixteenths of it) for instance, if your 
Tftte is 7 annas you take T \. Thus, if your field measures 5 acres 16 goontas.by mere¬ 
ly placing different points and adding a nought you are enabled to say, without altering 
a figure that at 1 Rupee per acre, the assessment is Rs- 5 1 or. 60 reas- That in a 
field measuring 7 acres 26 Goontas it is 7 Rs. 2 qrs. fit) reas. These advantages are of 
great importance with Natives, and, I dare say, Mr. Pringle had them in view when he 
made choice of this division- I think also, that if you find it necessary to introduce 
a new system of measurement into the Nassick district, unless out-balanced by the 
recommendations which the kattha or some other Native system of measuring may 
possess, they ought to weigh much with you for the introduction of the anna chain. 

(Signed) A. Nasu. 

* The principle of a notation of a perpendicular line ( | ) for a quarter and a horizontal line ( —) 
tor one-sixteenth renders the calculations as simple and easy to the Natives as decimal calculations are 
l« us. 

(Signed! K. H. Golijsmid, 

Snpdt. Revenue Survev. 




measurement, because the beegha is subject to measurable 
uncertainties and variations, and it has been tbund by experience 
gained in other surveys that Natives adopt, with surprising faci¬ 
lity and accuracy the acre measurements. Moreover the word 
acre has now become naturalized in the Maratha language. 

40. The method adopted by this establishment of measuring 
with a chain and cross staff, is the same as that pursued in the 
survey conducted under the superintendence of Mr. Pringle, and 
is, as regards both simplicity and correct results, well adapted to a 
detailed field survey. The Native test is also made with these 
instruments, but the European test is made with the theodolite, 
except where the numbers are very small and in other respects 
better adapted for a chain and cross staff'. 

41. As a precaution against bribery, the measurer on first 
arriving at, and on leaving, a village, has to assemble all the 
ryuts, and read out to them a notice. Every ryut who hears 
the notice read, has to sign his name, or put his mark, to the 
declaration at foot. 

42. Each measurer is required to fill in, and forward, every 
evening, to Serjeant Gooddine, who is always at one or other of the 
villages under survey, a lithographed progress report after the 
subjoined form. These progress reports having been examined by 
Serjeant Gooddine, are transmitted to either Lieutenant Davidson 
or to me :— 



Mouza Rahore, Turruf Havelee, Talooka Chandore, Measurer Vessajee Dhondedeic. 

Monday, 25th May 1840. 


•)■> 




On the back of these reports the measurer gives his reasons for having done more or less than*the usual quantity of work, ami 
so for residing at any other than the village immediately under survey. 






43. The surveyor is provided with a bound field book, 
each page of which is signed or stamped by Serjeant Gooddine. All 
original calculations, the number and possessor of the sub-division 
under measurement, and of the different plots surrounding it, as 
well as a description of the boundary marks, are entered in the field 
books. No erasure is allowed, but any mistake is rectified by 
an interlineation and by a pen being run through the wrong figure 
or letter. To guard against the measurer making original entries 
on loose slips of paper, his field book is called for at irregular 
and constant intervals, and he would be forthwith dismissed if any 
entry were not found of the very last number in which he had 
been employed In the absence of such precautions, there would 
be nothing to prevent a measurer preparing a correct and false 
account, producing the former for all numbers that were about to 
be tested, and when the test of his measurement at any one village 
was completed the latter for the remaining numbers. 

44. The field book, when filled, is forwarded to Serjeant 
Gooddine, who, as soon as the whole of the measurements of a 
village have been completed, furnishes one of the Native testers 
with a list of certain numbers for resurvey. 

45. These numbers, whose contents equal fifteen per cent of 
the total quantity of land attached to the village, are generally so 
selected, as to include oue or more portions of the land cultivated 
by each ryut, and several pieces of waste. 

46. The result of the tester’s returns, when received, is 
compared with that of the original measurements, and Serjeant 
Gooddine himself then proceeds to the village with his theodolite 
and surveys the whole of the numbers in which the difference 
between the tester’s measurement and that of the original surveyor 
amounts to five per cent. He also surveys several of the numbers 
in which the Native test nearly corresponds with the original mea¬ 
surement, and also a great many numbers independent of those 
visited by the Native testers. 
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Forwarded to the Superintendent under date 13th May 1840, with Maratha fetter No. 101. 

(Signed) R. N. Gooddine, Serjeant, 

Assistant Overseer. 
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Remarks by tiik Superintendent. 

In the month of April there were, Snndava excluded, 2!i days, out of which the 
measurer was employed for 23 days in the field. During this period he measured 
111 numbers containing 924 acres, making, on an average, about 40 acres per diem, 
lie would have received the same pay as was given him for the month of March, viz. 
Us. 18, had it not been for the mistake in his calculations, and for the carelessness 
displayed by him in the preparation of portions of the field map. His pay for April 
is reduced to 11s. 12. 

(Signed) H. E. Goedsmid, 
Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment. 

47. Jf the inaccuracy detected by the Native test be confirm¬ 
ed by Serjeant Gooddine’s measurement and amount to five per 

cent, the surveyor is directed to remeasure the faulty number, 
in order that he may be prepared, to either admit, or call in question, 
the accuracy of the test, [n] Should he insist on (he correctness 
of his original measurements, he is made to take up his stations and 
have the chains dragged in presence of Serjeant Gooddine. 

48. When an error has been detected in the original mea¬ 
surements, Serjeant Gooddine endeavours to find out the cause ,— 
if traced to a mistake made by the surveyor when dividing, multi¬ 
plying or collecting into a total, the figures entered in his field 

book, the necessary correction is made, and the surveyor is fined 
for his carelessness, [6] but if the error is not to be thus accounted 
for, several more numbers in the village are tested, and should 
any of these be found incorrectly measured, the surveyor is 
severely punished, generally with dismission, and the whole of 
the lands of the village remeasured by a second surveyor, whose 
returns are in like manner carefully tested. 

49. At the end of every mouth Serjeant Gooddine sends in 
a test report after a form inserted in the opposite page. Lieute. 

[а] Although it is not considered necessary for the original measurer to resurvey 
for his own satisfaction numbers in which the error exhibited is less than five per cent, 
still, errors of throe and four per cent, if confirmed by the European test, are taken into 
consideration when fixing the pay. 

[б] Such carelessness cannot eventually nflect the accuracy of the survey, as those 
errors which are detected by the tester are certain to be discovered during tlip rainy 
eason, when fair transcripts of the survey documents are being made, vide para. 80. 

I c 
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nant Davidson and I most carefully examine this report, the pay 
of each measurer being regulated by the quantity and accuracy of 
his work. 

50. As in your letter of the 4th of January last* you men¬ 
tioned that I ought to state the actual 
* Goven, " ien *' amount of error discovered in numbers which 

No. 12 , ' had undergone a test, I have had an ab¬ 

stract statement framed from the returns 
received during the last ninety days (excluding Sundays) of the 
Chandore Survey; and it appears that out of nineteen hundred 
and sixty-four numbers, containing forty-four thousand three 
hundred and thirty-eight acres, subjected during that period to 
the operations of our measurers, four hundred and forty numbers 
containing eleven thousand six hundred and ninety-five acres, or 
upwards of twenty-six per cent, of the original measurements, have 
been remeasured as a test, and that a degree of accuracy has been 
attained as exhibited in the following statement:— 



Sl'ATEMENT exhibiting the Result of the Test made of the Work performed in the Months of 
February, March, April, and May, 1840, by the Measurers employed in the Chandore Talooka. 
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51. The average error of the measurements, as ascertained 
by the. above test, is one seven-tenths per cent. [«] 

The Numbering of each Sub-Division of Land. 

52. As the different sub-divisions of land were not numbered 

* nde para. 27. in with sufficient regard to conti¬ 

guity, they were all renumbered by our mea¬ 
surers. The sub-division nearest the principal gate of the village 
is generally entered as No. I, the next,'whether garden or dry 
crop land, whether cultivated or waste, and by whatever tenure 
held, as No. 2, and so on. A glance at the map enables us to as¬ 
certain whether or not the series had been properly followed up. 

Tiie Mapping of each Sub-Division of Land. 


58. Having estimated the contents of a number, the measurer 
runs his chain along the boundaries, and prepares, on a scale of 10 
chains to an inch, a sketch map. 

54. Portions of these maps are readily contrasted with the 
plots made, when testing the measurements 
t 1 ule pnrat,. to . 40. theodolite, by Serjeant Gooddine ; t 

who also compares with the map all numbers that lie in his way 
to the land he is about to test. It is again thoroughly examined 

by the two turumsor classifiers t who have to 
X Fjcfepara, 7- • visit every acre of ground attached to a vil¬ 


lage, and who are made as responsible for the correctness of the 


[«] Tho correct contents of the Numbers of acres over-estimated Percentage 
numbers whose area was by the original measurers- of error, 

over-estimated by the ori¬ 
ginal measurers- 

As 4519 : 107 : 100 23 

The correct contents of the Numbers of acres uuder-estima- 
numbors whose area was ted by the original measurers, 

under-estimated by the 
original measurers. 

As 71-16 : 94 : 100 1 3 

The correct contents of the Numbers of acres under and 
whole of the numbers over-estimated by the original 

whose area was wrongly measurers- 

estimated by the original 
measurers. 

As 11695 : 201 : 100 1 7 
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map, as if it had been prepared by themselves. Lastly, Lieutenant 

Davidson, when testing the classification * 
* Vide paras. 73 & 7<i. , • 

has constant occasion to refer to the map, 

and takes the opportunity of ascertaining its correctness. 

55. With a view of enabling me to convey to you some idea 
of the merits of such sketches. Lieutenant Davidson marked off, 
at random, from a measurer’s map, the following plot for resurvey 
with his theodolite. 

Mouz KooriOOLGAON. 

Plotted by the Measurer. Plotted from Survey with the 

Theodolite. 



5G. In the absence of instruments for talcing angles, it can¬ 
not be expected that this map will give an exact representation of 
the shape of each number. Still, it is sufficiently accurate for all 
purposes of revenue. In fact, where the identification of fields is 
purely an eye one it may be doubted whether a map, professional¬ 
ly surveyed and protracted, would afford greater advantages, for 
although the differences in the above plot between the actual 
shape of some of the numbers and that given by the measurer, 
may appear great on paper , it would not be discernible to the 
most practised eye in the field. 
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57. Therefore, the only advantage which a professional map 
possesses over one of ours, consists in the means it affords with the 
aid of a theodolite and with reference to natural or artificial ob¬ 
jects, of detecting any alteration which may be made in the boun¬ 
daries of a number, subsequent to a survey being completed, and 
such an advantage is, in these districts, purely ideal; inasmuch as 
the Deccan does not possess a single native revenue officer who 
knows how to use a theodolite. j ti] But even suppose the case 
were otherwise, and that, in every district, carcooa drawing fifteen 
rupees a month, and in every village accountant drawing perhaps 
as many annas, Government had a professional surveyor, still, the 

surrounding the different numbers with 
3 * Vide p fir as. 30, 37 & ridges of earth, as above proposed* would 

be a far better precaution against alteration 
of boundaries than the most scientifically executed map. 

58. There can be no doubt, that our map possesses very many 
advantages over a field register of even the most approved form 
that has ever been introduced at a Revenue Survey. It gives every 
idea that can possibly be obtained from a descriptive record and a 
great deal more. 

59. For example, take the centre field (No. 94) t of the above 
am 55 plot, and you will observe that no description 

t t e para. . > could convey a correct idea of its relative 

position to the others. Moreover, the information regarding the 
varieties of village land, and cultivation, tenures, state of wells, posi¬ 
tion of water-courses, &c. &c., which our map exhibits in a 
condensed form, could scarcely be afforded by any quantity of 
writing, I can state, after many years’ experience in the field, 
that a written account of such particulars is not to be retained 
in the memory, for even the short time necessary to prepare a 
return regarding the cultivated state, or otherwise, of a number and 
the crop it may produce. 


[o] * Excepting Jegbhaee Harrecbliaee, a Goozeratee, who has been appointed 
comavisdar of the Kownai talook, for the express purpose of aiding iu a revision of 
assessment. 
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60. It should not be thought that we are putting in the 
hands of the people a document which they are incapable of 
comprehending; so far from this, they fully appreciate the value 
of our maps, and in fact such sketches are particularly well 
adapted to their comprehension. In proof of which I may men¬ 
tion that ryuts when anxious to describe the position or shape 
of a field, make a sketch with their fingers on the ground, in 
preference to attempting an oral description. 

61. The plan of preparing these maps was, as already reported,* 

* rara/ 9th of m y letter suggested and carried into effect by Ueute- 
to Revenue Commissioner, nant Davidson ; and the success which has 
I839 d No. 3 28 December attended the adoption of the plan has ex¬ 
ceeded our most sanguine expectations. 

Tiie Duties or the Turum or Classifier. 

62. Previous to referring to the work exacted from a turum 
it may be necessary to mention, that, in a rocky country like the 
Deccan, soils of every different colour, texture, and quality are to 
be met with in the same number-, such differences partly depend 
on the character and proximity of neighbouring hills, on the 
subjacent strata of rock, and on the presence or absence of lime. 
But those are points on which I do not feel myself competent to 
enter minutely, and, in fact, they belong rather to the geologist 
than to the practical assessor. 

The Classification of Dry Crop and of Garden Land. 

63. The soils are classed, according to selected samples, with 
each of which the turum is required to make himself intimately 
acquainted before taking office, and it is the great and proper 
caution exercised by Lieutenant Davidson on this head, which 
has hitherto prevented our procuring a sufficient number of fully 
qualified turums. Candidate after candidate has been rejected, for 
both Lieutenant Davidson and I feel confident that we are fulfilling 
the intentions of Government by allowing the work to proceed 
leisurely and well, rather than hastily and imperfectly. 

64. In some former surveys, the best soil of a village was 
assumed as the first class, and thus every village had its standard. 
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Hitt our turums are required to regulate their classification from 
samples selected, so as to form the standard for a whole district . 

65. We object to a fluctuating standard, because, on the 
turum process, he may meet with a superior soil to that which he 
may have hitherto assumed as the best of the village; and thus 
have, again and again, to alter the whole of his preceding classifica¬ 
tion, so as to accommodate it to the new standard. This constant 
alteration must engender such confusion as to render it impossible 
for aturum, however honestly disposed, to preserve uniformity of 
classification throughout the lands of a village. Moreover, the 
superintending officer could not well enter upon the test before 
satisfying himself, by personal inspection, of the whole of the lands 
of a village, that the soil assumed by the turum, as his first class, 
was actually the best, whilst, if even a correct relative classification 
of the lands of each village were obtained, still, with such a 
variety of standards, the settling officer could hardly hope to 
assess the whole lands of a district in an uniform manner. 

66. In another respect, does our practice differ from that 

^ which obtained, under the surveys alluded 

to,* for we follow up the plan introduced by 
Lieutenant Wingate and me at Indapoor, of confining the judg¬ 
ment of our turums to the intrinsic qualities of the soils. Extrinsic 
circumstances which may, in some degree, affect the value of 
numbers being shown in the maps and returns, and left for our 
consideration. 

67. The turum, if we were permitted to class according to 
qualities, both extrinsic and intrinsic, might, readily argue, when 
the testing officer found a number whose soil was of superior quality 
to that which had been entered in a higher class, that “though the 
natural qualities, of the soil were better, still other circumstances 
rendered it of less actual value than that with which it was being 
contrasted, such as its being further from drinking water, or its 
crops being more exposed to the wind, or more liable to injury 
from stray cattle, &c. &c.” It is obvious that, under a system so 
complex, errors could be with difficulty detected, and wilful 
misstatements, rarely, if ever, legally established. 
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08. It will, of course, be obvious, that the value of baglmet 
or garden land depends not only on the soil, but on the supply of 
water and the facility with which it is to be obtained. 

60. The water is obtained from either draw wells, or from 
rivers or brooks, dammed up for the purpose. The lands so 
irrigated is in the one case termed motusthul [a] and in the other 
patusthul. [6] 

70. As Lieutenant Davidson has furnished an able, luminous, 

- * Vide Accompaniment and masterly exposition* of the numerous 

No. •>, paras. 29 to 32 . circumstances which have regulated his dis¬ 
tribution of the soils in the case of jceract, and the soils and 
water combined in the case of baghaet, into different classes; and 
accompanied this statement with drawings and diagrams, exhibiting 
at one glance the elements which combine to form a particular 
class, 1 feel that I should only be performing a work of superero¬ 
gation, and perhaps obscuring a subject already made so clear, 
were I to attempt to add any thing to what Lieutenant Davidson 
has stated on the subject, and it therefore only remains for me to 
refer you to paras. 2 to 32 of the annexed letter, and to state that 
I.most fully concur in all Lieutenant Davidson’s observations. 

71. It may boas well to state that the suggestion tendered by 

Lieutenant Davidson, in para. 4 of his Reportf, 
merit No^2. !U ’ c0 " 1|)n " 1 ' that the soils he entered under the heads of 

classes instead of colours will he for the 
future adopted. This change although it may appear unimportant 
as only that of a name, is in reality of some consequence, for the 
use of the term colour may, in future years, lead to misapprehen¬ 
sion, as it has already in many instances done, [e] 


[a] *rFrom *t[Z. The large leathern bucket of a draw well, and 
a place in general, a spot. 

[A] nTztaa. From 'tiz. The small elevated course by which water from the 
rivers and brooks enters the different numbers, and a place in general, a spot. 

[e] As one of many instances which I could quote, I may mention that I have 
frequently heard the following passage cited in proof of the very incorrect manner in 
which Mr. Pringle’s turums classified :— 

5 c 
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72- Precautions, very similar to those detailed by me in paras. 
4\ to 43, under the head of measurements, are taken to prevent, 
neglect or fraud on the part of the turums, and the manner in which 
the work is tested and uniformity of classification secured, has 
been detailed by Lieutenant Davidson in a memorandum of which 
the following is a copy :— 

73. “The classing of soils cannot (observes Lieutenant 
Davidson) be reduced, like the process of measuring, to ma¬ 
thematical precision, and is, in consequence, more difficult to 
test. I have kept up the system I pursued in the Mohol dis¬ 
trict, that of having my test, in most instances, checked in my 
presence by a turum. The night previous to my examining a 
village, 1 direct any turum, who may happen to be engaged in the 
neighbourhood, to meet me in the morning ; we enter such fields 
as I select, and after a careful examination of the soils composing 
them, vve make our separate notes and form our estimates of the re- 


lativc quantity of each class of soil. 

This done, I contrast my esti. 

Extract, being para. 53, of a report n 

lade 

under date the 24th October 1835, by 


Liuiteuant Shortrede, ou Mr. Pringle's Revenue Survey ami Assessment of 


the Deccan:— 

“ I went out one morning to Gotliee, and looked over about 50 or CO fields. 
Here and there a field was found of the sort entered by the surveyor, 
hut in many cases I found fields of the best black entered as barnd. I 
went along the road to the west of the village, for about a mile, looking 
at the fields on each side which were all 1st or 2nd black, but were en¬ 
tered as any thing but what they were. 1 turned northwards across 
some fields entered ns barad or gravelly, but which were of a deep rich 
black soil, ltnin having fallen during the night, they objected to my 
going across the wet ground, but I told them that there should be no 
difficulty in walking over gravelly soil, whether wet or dry, and it was 
amusing to sec kulkurnees and patels endeavouring to walk steadily 
with a pound or two of black earth sticking to their heels.” 

Now Mr. Pringle entered, as first black, those numbers which, with reference to 
numerous circumstances, both extrinsic and intrinsic, were the best in the village, the 
second best as second black, and so on ; therefore, no person acquainted with the prin¬ 
ciples by which Mr. Pringle regulated his classification, would infer that those principles 
were wrongly worked out, even though he discovered number after number, which 
was classed as first black or first red, without containing a single particle of either 
colour or description of soil. 
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mate with that of the tnrnm ; should they differ materially, we re¬ 
examine the field, if necessary, and having adjusted the difference, 
I compare the result of our combined estimates with the recorded 
classification. Supposing' the turum, who thus assists me in the 
test of a village, were disposed to favour the men whose work I am 
examining, it would be necessary that he committed to memory 
their classification of every field, with its position and boundaries) 
and that too with a very distant prospect of success. For he 
cannot know when, and to what village, he may be summoned, 
and if he did, the fact of his making a gross misclassification, in 
my presence, instead of misleading me, in all probability would 
tell against himself. I have generally found natives, under such 
circumstances, more ready to expose and magnify errors than to 
conceal them.” 

74, “When testing the work of a village, 1 usually arrange 
matters so that the original classifiers may not be far distant, and 
in the event of my meeting with a considerable error, I send for 
them, point it out, and, if they have any explanation to make, hear 
it on the .spot. This is satisfactory to them as well as to myself, 
for on more than one occasion I have had reason to modify iny 
first opinion, I endeavour to vary the check, as much as possible, 
and sometimes make the turums separately reclassify a field in my 
presence, taking care to preventcollusion, and seeing they have no 
notes of their original estimate wherewith to refresh their memory. 
This affords a check upon carelessness, although it would not aid 
much in the detection of systematic misclassification. When the 
turum’s second classification differs materially from his first, he is 
of course without excuse.” 

75. “As the turums work in pairs, the judgment of two 
men is brought to bear upon the classification of each field. Two 
men are not allowed to work together, beyond a certain time ; and 
by this arrangement, and the above mentioned method of testing, 
the opinion of each turum being continually brought into contrast 
with my own, and with that of his fellow classifiers, we may 
reasonably hope, that as our operations progress, the classification 
will become more and more uniform, 
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76. “ The above is explanatory of my (Lieutenant David¬ 
son’s) test of the classification of the soils in both dry crop and 
garden land, and I check the turums* returns of the supply of water 
for the latter description of land, by personally examining the 
wells, rivers, brooks, and bundharas, [a] as well as by consulting 
persons, 1 who, though unconected with the survey, are qualified 
to form an opinion.” 

Statistical Information. 

77. Independent of their duty of classifying, our turums have 
to prepare tabular statements, which exhibit the following parti¬ 
culars regarding every inhabitant of the different villages, viz :— 

1st sex ; 2nd age ; 3rd caste ; 4th place of birth ; 5th 
profession, occupation, or means of livelihood; 6th stock, of 
every description, most fully and carefully detailed ; 7th 
extent and description of land (if any) ; 8th description of 
house, whether tiled or thatched, size, and whose property; 
9th relations in the civil or military service of the Honourable 
Company or of Native Chieftains, and those in the receipt 
of pensions or other allowances; 10th knowledge, whether 
possessed, or now being acquired, of reading and writing ; J 1th 
in the possession or otherwise of all limbs and faculties, if 
not, the cause; 12th diseased or in a sound state of body ; 
13th ever been vaccinated or had an attack of small-pox. 

78. It is, of course, very difficult to obtain correct informa¬ 
tion on the above points, many of which do not admit of ready 
proof, and the difficulty experienced by our turum is the greater 
that the head of their department has no connexion with either 
the revenue or police management of the district. 

79. Nevertheless our turums are enabled to frame far more 
correct returns than could, possibly, be prepared by persons 
exclusively employed on the collection of statistics. For every 
body would be on the qui vim to deceive the latter, whilst the 
former have, in the course of their labours, as classifiers, many 

[a] The dam constructed across a river or brock, for the purposes 

of irrigation, Sic. 
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opportunities of eliciting information of the kind they require, 
whilst to the ryuts they appear to be merely making casual and 
unimportant inquiries. 

The Preparation of Fair Copies of the Survey Documents. 

80. In the rainy season, the whole of the returns received 
during the five months, from our field establishment, are rigidly 
examined, the calculations carefully proved, and fair transcripts 
made for the survey records, a map and field register are also 
prepared in triplicate, and one copy deposited with the Sub.Col- 
lector, another with his comavishdar or mahalkurree, and a third 
with the village officers. 

81. The opposite is an exact copy of one of the maps on a 
scale of one half, with English figures and writing substituted for 
Maratha. They are mounted on cloth, and placed in tin cases. 

82. The field registers are drawn up after the following 
form : 



Field Register of the Village of Nandoordee, Turrvf JSephar, Talooha Chandore. 
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The Rates of Assessment to be imposed on the different 
Descriptions of Land. 


83. Having thus carried you through the details of our sur¬ 
vey and classification, I proceed to state the conclusions at which 
I have arrived, regarding the rates to be imposed on the different 
descriptions of land, contained in the two turufs, subjected to an 
introductory assessment. 


84. 


* Vide Accompani¬ 
ment No. 2, para. 13 
Diagram G, para. 25 
Diagram II, and para. 30 
Diagram J. 


The scale of relative rates having been fixed in the very 
judicious manner suggested by Lieutenant 
Davidson,* the next and most important step 
remains, namely, to determine on the actual 
amount of rates to be levied from the highest 
and lowest classes of dry crop and of garden 
land. This settled, the intermediate classes 
naturally arrange themselves in the graduated scale. 

85. In reviewing most of the former surveys undertaken in 
districts where the ryutwar system prevails, 1 find that the actual 
rates were professedly arrived at by calculations of produce either 
gross or net, and the Government share thereof, and that, in some 
instances, the results so obtained, were modified by a complex 
analytical process, commencing with the amount of revenue real¬ 
ized from a whole province, pergunnah, or district, during a term 
of former years, arid carried down by a series of sub-divisions, so as 
to- ascertain the amount of revenue paid or payable during a like 
term of years, by the minuted portion of land in each village. 


86. However specious such calculations may appear, so many 
elements of uncertainty must, of necessity, enter in their formation, 
so ready a knowledge of every subject, habits of industry so stu¬ 
pendous, must be possessed by the individuals who undertake them, 
that it is difficult to conceive how correct results could possibly be 
attained, even by an extensive European agency, composed of men 
possessing qualifications of the highest order, and a perfect practi- 
cal acquaintance with local agriculture, and its attendant sciences. 
Whilst I am certain that any attempt to carry on such calculations 
through Native agents must end in signal failure. 
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87. In framing the rates for the two turufs I have been 
guided by a careful consideration of the rates fixed in other parts 
of the country, the assessment at present nominally obtaining in 
these districts, the actual payments for a series of years, as far as 
such can be obtained from the imperfect records procurable from 
the hereditary officers, the effect which these payments appear to 
have had on the circumstances of the people, the altered value of 
money, the present state of agriculture, population, markets, 
and a variety of other particulars, difficult to be explained or even 
recollected. 


88. I am fully sensible, that the particulars enumerated, as 
having guided me in fixing the rates, may appear vague and unsatis¬ 
factory, but I am convinced that a more equitable assessment has 
been imposed, than had I attempted to reduce to practice, the most 
approved of theories for regulating the demands of Government, 
and although not referring to districts where the system requires 
that Government apportion the village rental to different fields and 
gardens, the sentiments expressed by Lord William Bentinck in 

his minute on the arrangements to be adopted 
for the settlement and survey of the lYorth 
Western Provinces,* and the observations 
made by the Sudder Board of Revenue, in 
their Settlement Circular of 9th April 1839, 
may he adduced in support of the plan I 
have followed ; I can also safely assert, that 
every one of the particulars mentioned by 
the Board, as proper for consideration, in fixing the amount of 
assessment, has received its full weight in my estimate, although 
not perhaps, treated in the exact manner laid down in the Circular, 
which I have only very lately had an opportunity of perusing. 


* Governor General’s 
minute, dated Simla, 2nd 
September 1832, as given 
in “ Poole’s compilation 
of Circulars and Standing 
Orders,” page 317. 

Section IV. paras. 7'J 
to 131. 


89. It must be considered, that in any revision of assessment, 
Government have only the judgment, and what may be termed the 
practical tact, of the superintending officer to rely on. The ques¬ 
tion as to the amount of rates which should be imposed in Chandorc 
lias had my most serious and constant attention during the three 
years l have been in this Sub-Collector,ite, and in forming my 
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judgment I have derived considerable assistance from experience 
previously acquired, during the period of my employment in the 
Southern Deccan on the business of assessing. Therefore, I 
earnestly hope, that Government will place sufficient confidence 
in me to sanction the survey rates, although I have not attempted 
to support my recommendation either by lengthy calculations or by 
shreds and patches of political economy. 

90. The rates [a] on which I have determined for the two 
turufs are for 

First Class Lowest Class. 

Rs. a. p. Rs- a. p. 

Pstusthnl Baghaet (XII. classes) 8 0 0 3 0 O'] To cover the Govevment as- 

Molusthul Do. (V. do.) 4 0 0 2 0 0 )>scsstnent and the cash bucks 

Jeraet Do. (IX. do-) 1 0 0 0 2 3j of hereditary officers. 

91. These rates will give for the Government land in the 

two turufs a kumal [U] of Company’s rupees twenty-one thousand 

* Its 21 9 ‘>q nine hundred and twenty,* which sum is, in 

the opposite diagram, planned by Lieutenant 
Davidson, far more clearly contrasted with the former nominal 
kumal, and with the alleged realizations for any number of preced¬ 
ing years than it could possibly be in a figured statement. “ Alleged ” 
realizations, because, after having nearly for seven months endea¬ 
voured to obtain the necessary information from the district here¬ 
ditary officers, who made several attempts to palm off on me incor¬ 
rect returns, I am obliged to content myself with such statements 
as the comavisdar has furnished, with an intimation that although 
not altogether correct, they are the most accurate, which the state 
of his accounts admit of his furnishing. 

[а] . In the villages situated towards the hills on the north of the Chandore ta- 
look, it will, in all probability, be necessary to make some allowance for those numbers 
which are situated at a distance from the village, or from drinking water, but in the 
turufs of Niphar and Wozur, the distance of drinking water is never so great as to render 
necessary reduction of assessment, and although it is more expensive to cultivate a 
number at. a distance from a village than another of like size and quality which is 
near it, still the distant number is, as Lieutenant Colonel Gnllaway mentions in his 
remarks on Sir Thomas Mnnro’s survey, “ exempt from other disadvantages of proxi¬ 
mity to the village, as cattle, goats, birds, destroying it (the crops), people passing 
through and going into it.” 

[б] . Covering the Government assessment and the cash bucks of hereditary 
officers. 

0 e 
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92. On referring to the diagram, it will he observed, that 
the kumal, or maximum amount of assessment, realizable from the 
Government lands of the two turufs is reduced fifty-two (52) per 
cent; such reduction will, no doubt, appear enormous to those who 
do not understand that the former kumal never was realized, nor. 
never could have been realized, and that any attempt to realize it 
would inevitably have brought ruin in the district. 

93. The new rates will, certainly, effect a great reduction in 
the land assessment of the two turufs, but such reduction the 
state of the district requires. I could write, paragraph after 
paragraph defending the imposition of a moderate assessment, 
but my doing so would be superfluous, as the sentiments I enter¬ 
tain on this subject arc perfectly in unison with those of Govern¬ 
ment ; 1 cannot, however, refrain quoting 


* Of Sadder Board of ,, ,. ,, . c ., c . 

Revenue N. W. Provin- tlie following passage from the settlement 

eea. Vide supra para. Circular* already cited, the views entertained 
88 ^ 

by the Board of Revenue appearing to me to 

be so very sound and liberal. 

94. “You (the Commissioner) will particularly enjoin on the 
Settlement Officer that the settlement should be moderate. The 
Board’s experience has made them aware that it is much better to 
demand something under, than any thing above, the just amount, 
and that as a question of profit and loss, putting altogether out of 
view the consideration of private misery or comfort, and national 
prosperity or ruin, the actual loss of hard money to Government 
will be far greater in the latter case than in the former. People 
who see a likelihood of deriving benefits from their efforts, work 
willingly and well, and are always ready with their dues. But 
once take away hope from a people, and you remove every in¬ 
i' Pure- 1 20 of Settle- ccntive to exertion. t The reward of present 
meat Circular, moderation will be future increase, but the 

penalty of present exaction will be future deficiency. 

General Remarks. 


95. The measurements of the whole of the one hundred and 
twenty-six Government villages in talooka Chandore, containing 
about two lacs twenty.two thousand seven hundred acres, were 
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completed by the commencement of the monsoon, as was the clas- 
sification of forty-one villages. The rainy season being at a close, 
the measurers will, under the sanction conveyed in Mr. Chief 
* To Revenue Com- Secretary Reid’s letter, of 3rd February 
missioner, No. 4.’0. 1840 ,* be in the course of a f'evvdays deputed 

to Wunn Dindoree talooka, and the classification of the remaining 
villages in Chandore will be carried on with as much expedition 
as the strength of our turum establishment will admit. 


96. It gave me great pain to observe, from your letters of 
4th January and 7th February last, that the impression left on 
your mind by my Progress Report,* was that the survey might be 

*No. 12 to Government, proceeding too quickly to allow of its being 
No. 180 to Superintend- properly superintended. 1 trust, however, 

lSvelT ,U CoZiL.lr ,hci ' c is enough in the present report to 

No. 28 , dated 23rd Dc- remove this impression, and I may mention 
eember last. that Lieutenant Wingate, the Superintendent 

of the Poona and Sholapoor Surveys, who has been lately here, 
and had some opportunities of judging, expressed his opinion that 4 
the survey and classification arc proceeding here with a degree of 
accuracy, it is possible or desirable to obtain. 

97. I purpose stating in a separate report my reasons for 
doubting the validity of the title by which many of the alienated 
villages, and a great portion of the mauphee land in talooka 
Chandore are now held; but T avail myself of this opportunity to 
mention that the kumal of the alienated villges (27 in number) 
amounts to rupees eighty-eight thousand seven hundred and 
seventy-five per cent, of the nominal kumal of the whole district, 
and that the revenue, according to existing rates, alienated, on 
account of muaphee lands, in Government villages, amounts to 
rupees thirty-five thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, or 
thirty-four per cent, of the land revenue collections for the past 


year. 

98. I should be wanting in gratitude were I to omit recording 
my high opinion of the valuable assistance afforded me by Lieu¬ 
tenant Davidson. The merits of this officer, are, I believe, already 
known to Government, and L will only state, that, in my opinion, 
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the enlarged experience which he has had in the Southern and 
Northern Deccan, render him eminently qualified for superintend, 
ing the present survey and assessment. 

99. I cannot close this report, without mentioning how 
deeply I am obliged to the late Mr. Chambers, and his successor, 
the present Sub-Collector, Mr. Reeves, for the very warm support 
they have so kindly afforded me during the progress of the 
survey. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) II. E. GOLDSMID, 

Superintendent Revenue Survey and Assessment. 

Nassick, 1 si November 1810. 


Nassick, ls< September 1840. 

Sir, —As requested by you, I have the honour to submit the 
following remarks and suggestions on the classification of the dry 
crop and garden lands of the districts in which we are engaged. 

2. It has hitherto been usual, in classing the dry crop land, 
to arrange the soils into three sorts or colours, which are sub¬ 
divided into three qualities, thus forming in all nine classes. In 
diagram A these classes arc exhibited in the order of their 
colour, the perpendicular lines being proportional to their several 
capabilities. 
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Diagram A* 



lti diagram B we have the same lines, but transposed, to 
bring them into the order of their value. 

Diagram B. 



Gravelly. 


Red. 


Black. 


300 
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3. But you are aware, that on many occasions the arrange¬ 
ment, according to color, cannot be preserved without sacrificing 
the classification according to value. There are soils, as will seen 
from the opposite Table C, essentially black, which from deficiency 
in depth, or the presence of deteriorating qualities, have to be 
entered in the reds and even in the gravelly, while some reds are so 
superior in texture and fertility as to intrude into the blacks; on 
such occasions, it is incumbent on the classifier to make a note 
explaining the apparent incongruity, of a red soil being entered as 
a black, and a black soil as a red or a gravelly. 

4. Were these instances of rare occurrence, it would be of 
little consequence, but they arc, and must be so frequent, as in a 
great measure to vitiate the classification according to color, and 
under these circumstances I think it would be much better to do 
away with a part of the system, which can only lead to ambiguity, and 
class the soils solely with reference to their values. The following 
passage from Professor Low’s “ Treatise on Practical Agriculture’* 
seems to hear me out in this opinion ;—“ The main distinction be¬ 
tween soils in practice is founded upon their comparative produc¬ 
tiveness, and this is the distinction which is most important with 
regard to mere value. We constantly refer to soils with reference 
to their good or bad quality, without adverting to the particular 
circumstances which render them of good or bad quality ; we 
speak familiarly, for example, of land worth 30, 40, and 50 shillings 
the acre, without considering whether it be a fertile clay, a fertile 
sand, or a highly improved peat, we speak with reference to its 
fertility and value alone, of course the color of the soil should be 
recorded by the classifier, in the same manner as at present he 
records its texture, depth, and other peculiarities. 

5. With regard to the number of classes, where the descent 
from the best to the worst soil is so very gradual, it is evident that 
in order to obtain in very minute classification, it would be neces¬ 
sary to have a great many classes. But to multiply the classes is 
just to multiply the labor, and to increase the labor is to add to the 
expense, so that a limit to the number of classes is obviously call¬ 
ed for. While in this view, it would be impolitic to have too many 
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classes in another, it would be injurious to have too few. For 
where the difference between any two adjoining classes is very 
great, as must be the .case when the number of classes is very 
limited, the intervening soil is in danger of being over-assessed by 
being entered into the higher, and runs the risk of being too highly 
assessed by being thrown into the lower. 

0. Nine classes have been adopted in the survey now in 
progress in the Southern Deccan, and although the greater range 
from value of the worst to that of the best soil in this Snb-Collec- 
torate may seen to call for alteration, 1 do not think there is any 
real occasion to increase their number. 

7. Supposing nine classes be fixed upon, the next question 
to which I would invite your attention is by what steps we should 
descend on the scale of valuation from the highest to the lowest 
class. In other words, if the relative value of the highest and 
lowest class he determined, how shall we fix that of the seven in¬ 
tervening ones ? 

8. Were the soils naturally divided into nine distinct classes 
varying in fertility, this arrangement in nature would at once 
prescribe the steps in our scale of capability. But it is otherwise. 
The graduations by which the superior soils pass into the inferior, 
so far from being distinct, are not even observable. In support of 
this assertion, allow me to cite some passages from the work already 
quoted. “The cohesive soils pass into the loose by imperceptible 
gradations, and hence, though all soils may be termed rich, or 
poor, stiff, or light, they are so in e\ery degree of fertility and 
texture ,** again, “soils of this class (clayey), as of every other, 
pass many degrees of natural fertility;” again, “gravels, like 
sands, have all the gradations of quality from fertility to barren¬ 
ness also, “ though soils are thus distinguished by external 
characters, they pass into each other by such giadations, that it is 
often difficult to say to what class they belong. These intermediate 
soils too are the most numerous in all countries. 

9. From the above it wotdd appear, that we have soils of 
infinite degrees of relative value to arrange into a limited number 
of classes. The case has its parallel in the arts at home, and I 
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shall state the instance by way of illustration. The manufacturers 
of small shot have pellets of innumerable sizes to assort into the 
ten classes. This they effect by passing the mixed mass through ten 
seives of decreasing aperture. Each seive retains a size, the pellets 
of which seem to the eye to be perfectly uniform ; now it is obvious 
that, if there be an unusual disparity between the aperture of one 
seive and that of another which immediately follows, or precedes it, 
there will at once be a defect in the assortment, and the same holds 
good in the case before us. Each class should retain soils of nearly 
uniform value, and to do this there must be a uniform difference 
in the value of the classes. 

10. The first mode of gradation that naturally suggests 
itself, is that in which the steps are equal. It is exhibited in the 
first of the following diagams D, E, F, and G, each step from 
100 the highest, to 12 the lowest, being II.* With a scale of this 
kind, the error which arises from having to render the intermediate 
soils into the class to which they most approximate, (an error inse¬ 
parable from the system,) would be trifling with the rich, and 
extensive with the poor soils, which last, from their very poverty, 
are less able to bear it. It will be observed, that although the 
steps in one sense are equal, each being 11, they vary from If to 
50 per cent when considered with reference to the proportion 
they individually bear to their classes; consequently should the 
soils intervening between classes 8 and 9 be entered by one man 
in 8, and by another in 9, the rate per acre according to the first 
would be double what it is according to the second, while on 
the other hand a difference of one-ninth only would result from 
entering the intervening soils, of 1 or 2, into either of these 
classes. 

11. This objection may be met by making the steps of the 

scale relatively equal, as represented in diagram E. Each step 
is a certain proportion [in this instance one-fourth] of the class 
from which each descent is made. Thus class 1 being 100, class 2 is 
100 =75, class 3 is 75 ~ = 56 nearly, and so on. According to 

this scale, the intermediate soils, for which no classes are provided, 

*Note —100 value of 1st class, minus 11-89 the value of the - ml class, and so on 
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may be thrown into the nearest class, without involving, in any 
instance, a greater error than \2h per cent. 

12. In the first of these scales relative equality in the 
steps is sacrificed for the sake of actual equality, and in the second 
actual equality in the steps is lost, while relative equality is main¬ 
tained. The first scale is objectionable, because the relative 
difference of its lower classes is too great, but the second scale is 
also objectionable, because the actual difference of its lower classes 
is so small, that the most practised classifier could scarcely detect 
it. These scales seem to form the extremes of actual and re- 
lative gradation, and I believe that the scale best suited to our 
purpose is to be derived from a combination of them both. 

13. Under this impression, I have framed the scale of values 
exhibited in diagram F. The same is given in diagram D, but 
slightly altered, to admit of our adopting the method of relative 
valuation by annas, which is most familiar to the Natives. 

14. In classing according to value the motusthul garden land 
of these districts, three points require to be attended to—1st. The 
supply of water; 2nd, the quality of the soil; and 3rd, whether 
there be sufficient land under the well to admit of the watered 
portion being allowed to recruit its strength for one or two years 
by a course of dry cropping. The classification of the garden land 
is consequently more complex than that of the dry crop land, in 
which we have only to consider the productive power of the soil, 
under the same advantages of labour and of climate, whereas there 
may be three plots of garden land bearing the same value, one of 
which has a fair supply of water but a poor soil, and not sufficient 
extra land for dry crop rotation, another of which has a rich 
soil, but is defective in the other qualities, while the third has 
its disadvantages with respect to water and soil, atoned for by a 
sufficiency of land for dry crop rotation. 

15. And what adds to the difficulty of arriving at a correct 
system of classification, where there are three such distinct and 
important influences to be weighed and adjusted, is the fact that 
w r e have no direct data from which to fix the comparative power 
of each influence. For example, if a piece of garden land enjoy- 

7 c 
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iug every advantage in point of water, soil, and extra land for 
rotation be capable of paying a certain assessment, how shall we 
determine what portion of that assessment legitimately bears upon 
the water, what on the soil, and what on the rotation ? It may be 
said that the three properties might in each case be considered 
collectively, and still lead to an accurate conclusion, but while I 
grant this, I would beg to observe, that as the estimate of each 
garden would then resolve itself into a mental process resulting 
in a certain value pronounced by the classifier, a degree of ob¬ 
scurity would attend the operation, and where there would be so 
little matter of fact, and so much mere matter of opinion, it would 
at once be difficult to check the work, and to ensure its uniformity. 
Besides, if a classifier be able to weigh within his mind the ever 
varying advantages of water, soil, and rotation, and if he can 
apportion to each its due value, and so form a correct estimate of 
the whole, he must proceed upon some principle. In order that 
another classifier may arrive at a similar result, without which there 
can be no uniformity, he must observe the same principle, and 
before that principle can be enjoined and observed, I need hardly 
add, we must ascertain and announce it, 

1G. I have already said we have no direct means of fixing 
the comparative value of the water, the soil, and rotation, but 
there is an indirect way by which we may arrive at important con¬ 
clusions ; suppose there be two wells of equal capacity, which water 
each an acre of first-class soil, but the one has sufficient land under 
it to admit of dry cropping every other year, while the other has 
not this advantage. If in these instances the capability of paying 
assessment, as ascertained by consulting baghayet cultivators, and 
from general inquiries during the progress of the survey, be in the 
proportion of 7 to 6 respectively, 6 will be the combined value of 
the water and the soil, and 1 the comparative value of one year’s 
rotation. Following this principle with regard to the water 
and the soil, I have prepared a table of relative values, composed 
of five classes, which 1 think will be found sufficiently correct 
for all practical purposes. Before referring to the table and its 
explanatory diagram, it will be proper to make the following 
observations. 
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17. With respect to the supply of water instead of classing 
the wells relatively as 1st class, 2nd class, 3rd class, See., I have 
considered it better that a number of acres be allotted to each 
well according to its capability. This method is simple, be¬ 
sides being familiar to the cultivators, who are themselves in the 
habit of thus estimating the capability of their wells, consequent¬ 
ly their opinion though received with caution, is always to be ob¬ 
tained, and serves at any rate as a check against over-valuation. 

18. Perhaps no part of the classifier’s duty is more difficult 
than that of estimating the supply of water afforded by the dif¬ 
ferent wells. He must consider the depth and diameter of the 
well, the capacity of its springs, the quality of its water, and so 
many other circumstances, that it seems to me impossible to lay 
down fixed rules of valuation. Having accompanied one of our 
best turmns to a great proportion of the villages whose garden 
lands have been surveyed, I trust I have gained sufficient expe¬ 
rience on this head to enable me to keep up an efficient check 
upon the work. 

19. 2nd. As regards the soil I have thought three classes 
quite sufficient, because the constant application of manure, and 
the continued irrigation to which garden land is necessarily sub¬ 
jected, tend greatly to equalize the properties of soils whose pro¬ 
ductive powers would be widely different, 

20. The 1st class of garden soil includes those descriptions 
which in jerayet would be entered as 1st and 2nd, the 2nd class 
comprises the 3rd and 4th classes of jerayet, and any of the re¬ 
maining jerayet classes, when found in garden land are entered 
in the 3rd class. 

21. 3rd. The rotation I have classed under three heads,—1st 
where there is sufficient extra land under the well to admit of the 
watered portion being relieved after one year of irrigation by two 
or more years of dry cropping ; 2nd, where there is only sufficient 
extra land to admit of one year of dry cropping after one year of 
irrigation ; and 3rd, where the land is so limited as to be under 
constant irrigation. 
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22. The truth of the turum’s returns as to the quality of 
the soil and sufficiency or otherwise of extra land for rotation, 
admits of immediate and satisfactory proof by examination on the 

spot. 

23. The information collected by the turum on the above 
three heads, namely, supply of water, quality of the soil, and 
sufficiency of land for rotation, is most fully detailed in his 
returns, and from those returns a tabular statement is prepared 
after the following form :— 

STATEMENT descriptive of the supply of water, quality of 
soil, and sufficiency of land for Dry Crop Rotation, in each 
Motusthul number of the village of 


Number. 

Name of Posses¬ 
sor. 

N umber in. which! 
the well is so 1 
situated. | 

Number of Acres! 
assigned to the] 
well. 

Sufficiency of land for 
Uotalion of Dry 
Cropping. 

Class of the Soil of 
the Number which, 
Rotation laud includ¬ 
ed, is subject to 
irrigation. 

Raised in value by 
occasional assist¬ 
ance from a Pat. 

15 

A. 

15 

4 

2 or more years... 

First. 


16 

B. 

14 

4 

1 year. 

First. 


20 

C. 

13 

4 

2 or more years... 

Second. 


22 

D. 

22 

4 

None . 

First. 


24 

E. 

24 

4 

1 year . 

Second. 


25 

F. 

25 

4 

2 or more years... 

Third. 

1-8 

26 

G. 

26 

4 

1 year. 

Third. 


29 

H. 

29 

4 

None .. 

Second. 


30 

I. 

30 

4 

None . 

Third. 



24. I have supposed 4 acres to be the quantity of land 
assigned to each of the wells in these nine examples, which embrace 
all the varieties derivable from three kinds of soil, and three 
degrees of sufficiency for rotation. 

25. In diagram H I have exhibited what I consider to be the 
relative value (per acre assigned to the well) of these nine varieties. 
In figure 1 they are arranged so as to show how the value is 
effected by the three kinds of soil, the degrees of sufficiency of 
land for rotation being in each instance the same. The descent 
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in value caused by the difference of’the three classes of soil, it will 
be observed, is uniform. In figure 2 the varieties and values are 
the same, but the arrangement is altered, to show how the value 
is effected by the different degrees of sufficiency for rotation, the 
classes of soil being in each instance the same. Here again, it 
will be observed, that the descent in value, caused by the three 
degrees of rotation is uniform. In figure 3 the same nine varieties 
are arranged in the order of their relative values, which is the order 
in which they present themselves in the foregoing statement. 

26. By combining into one, such as approximate, and in one 
instance too, which are equal in value, I have reduced the nine 
varieties to five classes, as shown in the following table 


TABLE showing how the 9 Varieties are distributed into 5 Classes, 
and giving the relative value of those Classes. 


Classes. 

Rolutivo Vuluo assumin'; 
100 as the value of 
the 1st Class. 

Sufficiency of extra land 
for Dry Crop Rotation. 

. -. . 

Class of Soil. 

1st 

100 ... 

iTil - / I 

2 or more years ... 

First. 

2nd 

85 

| I st year 

First. 



I 2 or more years .,, 

Second 



(■'None 

First. 

3rd 

73 

^ 1st year 

Second. 



f 2 or more years ... 

Third. 

4th 

62 

f1st year 

Third. 



\Nono 

Second. 

5th 

P',9 

OAi . .. 

None 

Third. 


27. On referring the nine varieties given in the statement 
to the table of values, it will be found that No. 15 belongs to the 
1st class ; Nos. 16 and 20 to the 2nd ; Nos. 22, 24, and 25 to the 
3rd; Nos. 26 and 29 to the 4th; and No. 30 to the 5th class. 

28. In motusthul cultivation the quantity of land irrigated 
being in a great measure regulated by the capacity of each well, the 
land under one well receives proportionally as good a supply of 
water as double or treble the quantity of land under another well 





QUALITY or the SOI L. 
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of double or treble capacity, so that to assign a certain number 
of equally watered acres to each well, is in accordance with the 
“ waeewat” or system of motusthuf culture prevailing in these 
districts. But the same method cannot be pursued with regard to 
the patusthul cultivation, because, from natural causes, the supply 
of water to lands lying near the bundarah is more abundant than 
to such as lie remote; and the surface watered is not, as in the 
case of motusthul, proportional to the supply. For these reasons 
1 have found it necessary to class the supply of water in patusthul 
cultivation instead of assigning a certain number of acres accord¬ 
ing to the supply as in motusthul, 

29. The patusthul and motusthul differ in another important 
point, which is, that in the former there is no system of rotation of 
dry cropping. 

30. It would appear then, that in fixing the patusthul rates, 
we have only two points to consider, namely, the supply of water, 
and the quality of the soil. The supply of water I have arranged 
into six classes, the soil into three, corresponding with those of 
motusthul—six classes of water and three of soil, form by combina¬ 
tion, eighteen varieties as exhibited in the following diagram :— 


I s * Class. 


J’IC/asst 


SUPPLY or WATER. 

2"*Class 3 r ?ClO'Ss, 4-* Class. Class. 6* Class. 






2*Class] 


*’-W7 
£k _ 


6 If 


34 


so 





3? Class. 


t : V; 


[is. ,i, 


36 


SO 


++ i 


37 


97 
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31. The numbers represent the relative value 1 have assigned 
to each variety, and.by combining into one such as approximate 
in value, I have reduced the eighteen varieties to twelve classes. 

32. Returns and statements for the patusthul are made out 
after forms nearly similar to those of the motusthul. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) D. DAVIDSON, Lieutenant, 

Assistant Supdt. Nassick Revenue Survey. 
To 


H. E. Goldsmid, Esq., 

Superintendent, Nassick Revenue Survey. 


No. 52 of 1841. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To L. R. REID, Esq., 

Chief Secretary, Bombay. 

Sir,— l have the honour to forward a detailed report from 

„ , , Mr. Goldsmid on the survey and assessment 

Ncpnarand Wozur. „ , . , z.. , 

of the two turufs of the Ghandore talooka, 

into which the new survey arrangements have been introduced, as 

sanctioned in your letter No. 1339, of the 28th April last, by way 

of an experimental measure, to give the district establishment 

some practical acquaintance with the new system, and to afford an 

opportunity to the local officers of detecting and pointing out any 

defects which may, on their coming to apply the survey practically 

become apparent. 


2. 'Hie assessment wil, in accordance with the Government 
sanction, be adopted in making the present year’s settlements, at 
the conclusion of which the defects, if any, which may be noticed, 
will be reported by the local revenue officers, whose particular 
attention I have called to the subject. 



3. In sanctioning the measure Government stated that they 
did so with considerable hesitation, owing- to the want of informa¬ 
tion as to the details of Mr. Goldsmid’s operations; and that in 
complying with that gentleman’s request, Government relied 
mainly on his judgment and fitness for the duty on which he is 
employed. 

4. The report now forwarded will, I am respectfully of opi¬ 
nion, convince Government that its confidence was not misplaced. 
In addition to the usual details relating to the two turufs, more 
immediately concerned, it contains the fullest information relative 
to the mode of conducting the Survey operations generally, combined 
with a very particular account of the details of a L'eccan Ryutwar 
Settlement, such as has hitherto been customary in the district in 
question, which Mr. Goldsmid, rightly, I think, concluded might 
not be unacceptable to the authorities, to whom the report may 
ultimately have to be submitted. 

5. Into the latter mentioned portion of the report, however, 
it is for obvious reasons unnecessary that I should here enter; 
I will merely remark, therefore, that it appears to me a very clear, 
concise, and accurate description of the system to which it refers, 
and were any further evidence required, would be conclusive proof 
ofthe necessity of the work on which Mr. Goldsmid is now employ¬ 
ed, and I shall then pass at once to the account of his own opera¬ 
tions, commencing with para. 29. 

6. Paras. 30 to 38 relate to the very important point, the 
ascertaining and marking off the boundaries of fields. 'I he corre- 

* No. 76, ofthe 18th spondence referred to by Mr. Goldsmid was 
Jan. 1810. forwarded to Government with my letter 

noted in the margin,* and in compliance with a suggestion which 
I offered, Government sanctioned the expenditure of Rs. 500, in 
order to enable Mr. Goldsmid to ascertain what would be the 
additional expense caused by adopting the plan which he recom¬ 
mended (which was, as I observed, the ancient Native one) of 
marking the boundaries of each sub-division of land by a ridge of 
earth, instead of the ordinary but very defective method by means 
of stones partly sunk in the ground. 
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7. Tliis experiment Mr. G.oldsmid states he lias made, and 
roughly calculated the expense of the plan in such a district as 
Chandore, with which information he states he can furnish any 
Engineer Officer Government may wish to consult on the subject; 
adding his opinion that the plan should be adopted generally. 
What the proportionate addition to the expense would be, accord¬ 
ing to his own estimate, Mr. Goldsmid has not stated. I have called 
upon him to do so, and pending the receipt of such information, 
which Government would, I conclude, wish to have before them 
previous to coining to any decision on the subject, I will merely 
here repeat the opinion I have previously offered, that the advan¬ 
tages with regard to permanency which the plan of earthen ridges 
holds out, are such as would render its general adoption advisable, 
even should the expense in the first instance be found very consi¬ 
derably to exceed that of the plan now in use, provided of course 
such additional expense is not greater than Government can afford 
for any improvement, however great and undoubted, in the present 
system. 

8. Paras. 39 to 51 contain a very full and particular descrip¬ 
tion of the system adopted for measuring each sub-division of land. 
Through this part of Mr. Goldsmid’s report, as it is almost entirely 
descriptive, and does not refer to any particular question for dis¬ 
cussion or consideration, it is not necessary I should follow him 
very minutely. The adoption of the English acre as the standard 

of measurement was fully considered and 
sanctioned by Government on the recom¬ 
mendation of Mr. Goldsmid, supported by my predecessor, at the 
commencement of the revision of Mr. Pringle's survey in Indapoor, 
and the reasons for the measure, as well as for the adoption of the 
Native in preference to the English sub-division of the acre, as 
here enumerated by Mr. Goldsmid, appear to me most convincing ; 

the same may be said of his reasons for adopt¬ 
ing the instruments by which the measure¬ 
ments are made and tested. 


Para. 39. 


Para. 40. 


9. The accuracy of the measurements must of course always 
depend on the competence of the agents employed to make and 


8 c 
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test them, but Government cannot fail to 
ninient l. remark, m the very minute details contained 

in the 41st and following paras., the care that 
has been taken to guard against bribery, and temptation to wilful 
error, to ensure diligence and activity on the 

"Pflffl II i 

part of the measurers, and keep the superin¬ 
tendent constantly informed of the progress each was making, 
Pam. 43. to prevent fraud in recording the work, and 

l’am. 41 to 49. above all to subject its correctness to repeat¬ 

ed, strict, and independent test. 


10. These various precautions and checks, if fairly followed 
out, under such superintendence as that employed on the survey 
in question, must reduce to a very small amount the possibility of 
any error of practical importance remaining undiscovered ; and 
consequently have infinitely lessened the probability of any wilful 
or fraudulent vitiation of this part of the work. That such 
vitiation is impossible, is more than can be asserted of any work 
conducted by human agency; but, if any errors of practical 
moment were to be discovered in this part of the work in question, 
I own 1 should look on the correct measurement of a district in 
this country, by any means at Government’s command, as utterly 
hopeless. 

11, In my letter, noted in the margin,- 1 observed that Mr. 

4 th Jan. 1849,No. 12, Goldsmid ought to have stated the exact 

Para. 3. amount of error discovered in the measure¬ 

ment of the numbers which had undergone a test; a table contain¬ 
ing such information will be found in para. 50, and the results 
exhibited there, and in para. 51 and note [a] cannot but be highly 
satisfactory to Government. 


12. Paras. 53 to 61 relate to the mode in which Sketch Maps of 
every field are prepared, and the advantages they possess as a 
revenue record of their utility as an adjunct to field registers of any 
kind, and indeed of the difficulty and occasional impossibility 
when not in the field itself, of understanding the best field register 
that ever was drawn up without them. There can be no doubt, but 
it must not be concluded from Mr, Goldsmid’s observations that, 



59 


even with their aid, field registers can be dispensed with, nor that 
when the want of proper agency may be an obstacle to the con¬ 
struction of maps (as was the case I believe when my predecessor 
first proposed the preparation of “ Numberwarkurdas” in the 
Deccan), a well drawn up field register, even without a map, is 
not a document of very great practical utility, and for any thing 
like a satisfactory settlement of any question affecting the land of 
absolute necessity. 

13. I need here say nothing further on the value of such 
sketch maps as are described by Mr. Goldsmid, as they have been 
made the subject of a separate reference from the Government of 
India, in replying to which their merits will again come under 
discussion. 

14. Paras. 62 to 76 and the memorandum by Lieutenant 
Davidson, which forms accompaniment No. 2 to the report, contain 
very full details as to the system of classifying the land, at once 
the most difficult and most important of the survey operations. 

15. The propriety of having one standard for a whole district, 
or large circle of villages, instead of a separate one for*each village, 
as in Mr. Pringle’s survey, was discussed and admitted by Govern¬ 
ment from the commencement of the revision of the latter work, 
and practice has proved the correctness of the theory then 
advocated by Mr. Goldsmid and Lieutenant Wingate. Paras. 64 
and 05 require therefore no comment from me. The propriety also 
insisted on in paras. 66 to 67 of confining the judgment of the 
native classifier to the intrinsic qualities of the soil (richness, 
depth, &t\), and leaving the alteration which may be caused in its 
value by its extrinsic qualities (distance from water, from the 
village, &c. &c.) to be estimated by the superintending officer, 
needs only to he pointed out to become at once obvious. 

16. With regard to the classification of itself, it would 
be a useless occupation of Government’s time to attempt an 
abridgement of the very minute and clear particulars given by 
Mr. Goldsmid and Lieutenant Davidson, to which therefore I 
would beg to refer Government, in proof of my opinion that, as 
fir as can by possibility be done on paper, they have shown good 
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grounds for the plan they laid down for themselves, and proved 
that every precaution has been taken to ensure its being correctly 
and uniformly followed out. 

17. The change in terms mentioned in para. 71st appears to 
me advisable, not as being in itself anything more than the change 
of a name, but as obviating the chance of future misapprehension 
as to the nature of the operation, and l shall with Government’s 
permission recommend its adoption to Lieutenant Wingate. The 
proposed plan is, it may be observed, the more consonant to Native 
usage. 

18. The statistical information collected in the manner de» 
scribed in paras. 77 to 70 must frequently be of use by way of 
reference, as a revenue document, but if copies were furnished to 
some public body, the Geographical Society for instance, its results 
might be made far more extensively useful. 

19. In paras. 83 to 89 Mr. Goldsmid describes the mode in 
which he arrived at the rates, which, in para. 90th, he proposes 
for the two turufs; he points out the failure which has attended, 
and probably ever must attend, the attempt to fix rates by a 
calculation of the produce, either gross or net, with the intention 
of taking a certain fixed share for Government; and states that he 
has been guided by a consideration of the present rates, both 
there and in other parts of the country, the actual collections, the 
circumstances of the people, the present and former value of money 
and produce “and a variety of other particulars difficult to be 
explained or even recollected,” a course which he shows is in 
consonance with the instructions of Lord William Bentick and the 
Suddur Board of Revenue in the Moith-Western Provinces, and to 
the fact which he deems incontrovertible that it is the judgment, 
or as he terms it, the “ practical tact” of the settling officer, on 
which alone in such settlements any dependence can really be 
placed. 

20. Of this principle I have always been an advocate; it is 
not only the one on which practical valuations of every kind of 
property, except land, are invariably made ; but it is the one which 
is followed—it may be, after a somewhat rude and imperfect 
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fashion in the few really successful revisions of assessment which 
I have seen ; when a punchayet of experienced, and as far as possi¬ 
ble disinterested, cultivators, is assembled to classify and value the 
land—and it is therefore, with no small gratification, that I find it 
sanctioned by the authority of the present Governor General in his 
letter to the Honourable Court which formed one of the accompa¬ 
niments to your letter No.'3302 of the 27th October last. 

21. Relying therefore on Mr. Goldsmid’s judgment and 
ability to estimate at their right value the innumerable circum¬ 
stances which affect the rate of Government assessment, I would 
beg to recommend that those proposed in In's 90th para, be 
sanctioned. After what has been previously stated by Mr. Gold- 
smid of the mode in which the kumal assessment was estimated, 
the great extent of the nominal paper reduction, as stated in 
paras. 92 and 93, cannot be viewed as a matter of much moment. 

22. With reference to para. 96 I would beg to observe that 
* lie opinion I expressed, as therein alluded to, was formed in 
» ousequence of the very concise and somewhat vague-terms, in 
which Mr. Goldsmid’s former accounts of his proceedings in the 
X.issick Sub-Collectorate were couched; and that a perusal of 
i , present more detailed report leaves me in doubt whether—as 

as can be judged from a written account of such operations^ 
ir is any point on which greater care, or more perfect arrange- 
i .. ills to ensure success, could be recommended. 

23. I need hardly, after what I have said, state my conviction 
t; i I lie documents now forwarded will raise Government’s already 
li opinion of Mr. Goldsmid’s merits as a revenue officer, and 
at ..I t lie Honourable the Governor in Council fresh proof of the 
en nt qualifications of that gentleman, and his assistant Lieute- 
na Davidson (to whom he repeatedly expresses himself greatly 
inn oil) for the arduous and responsible duty on which they are 
em, 1 vcd. 

i. In conclusion I trust that the present report, by supply¬ 
ing deficiencies of information, pointed out in Mr. Secretary 
Man ■ ek’s letter No. 223, of the 10th September 1838, and in your 
lettci No. 349 of the 29th of January 1839, may be looked on by 
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Government, as justifying a recommendation to the Government 
of India that the sphere of the operations to which it relates may 
be extended throughout the whole of the Sub-Collectorate. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

J. VIBART, 
Revenue Commissioner. 

Revenue Commissioner's Office, 

Poona District , Khundala , 8th January 1841, 


No. 993 of 1841. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 
To the REVENUE COMMISSIONER. 

Sib, —I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 52, dated 8th January last, forwarding a detailed report from 
Mr. Goldsmid on the survey and assessment of the two turufs of 
the Chandore talooka (Nephar and Wozur) in the Nassick Sub- 
Collectorate. 

2. In reply, I am desired to acquaint you that the Honour¬ 
able the Governor in Council has perused with much satisfaction 
Mr. Goldsmid’s valuable report and your judicious comments, and 
the perusal has impressed him with a most favourable opinion 
of that gentleman’s aptitude for the task on which he has been 
engaged, and of the competency of Lieutenant Davidson (whose 
assistance Mr. Goldsmid describes as having been most valuable to 
him) for the duties assigned to him. Serjeant Gooddine, whose 
services are also very prominently noticed, is likewise deserv ing 
of praise. 

3. The Honorable the Governor in Council concurs generally 
in all the views which you have expressed, and approves of all the 
proceedings of the survey as far as they have gone, including the 
proposed rates of assessment. The assessment having, agreeably 
to the former instructions of Government of the 28th April 1840, 
been carried into operation in the two turufs of Nephar and Wozur 
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during the present season (1840-41), will now be subjected to the 
test of experience, which, after all, is the only true and infallible 
criterion of its justness. 

4. The field map of which Mr. Goldsmid has submitted a 
specimen is, in the opinion of the Governor in Council, a document 
of great utility for practical purposes. It forms a topographic 
record of value as far as each village is concerned, though, from 
the absence of the scientific determination of the lines of external 
boundary, it may be useless for purposes of general topography or 
geography. The rough mode in which it is necessarily framed 
prevents this. The boundaries of two contiguous villages would 
in no case exactly correspond, and therefore the maps of every 
village of a turuf, if placed in their relative positions, would convey 
no correct impression of the shape and size of the whole division. 
It would be well if we could at a moderate outlay, and within a 
reasonable period, provide for such accuracy as that which the 
Supreme Government seems to desire, but such is not, nor was it 
ever intended to be, the object of our present operations, and, if 
required, it must be attained by other agency, and probably at a 
vast expense. For revenue purposes the present rough maps are 
perfectly sufficient, and if a field register is at the same time well 
drawn up, and means are taken for the preservation of the boun¬ 
daries of fields, no further record can be required. 

5. In para. 82 Mr. Goldsmid gives a specimen of the field 
register, in which, however, he has not inserted the assessment of 
alienated land. This, I am instructed to remark, is an error, for 
all land paying assessment, whether to Government or to an in¬ 
dividual, should be rated. In para. 97 he states his impression 
that much land is held exempt from payment on invalid titles. 
Should such prove the case, and those lands be hereaftr assessed. 

Government ought to be possessed of a 
i Kn. 4, d at ed2nd Jum k now i ec ig e 0 f their value, and, under the 

recent order of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors in the case of Bala Sahib Rastia, the Governor in 
Council is of opinion that, whenever the survey of a district is 
undertaken by Government, all alienated villages and lands should 
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be surveyed and classified, as well as those paying rent to Govern¬ 
ment. Whether the inamdars, &c., should be bound by such 
survey is a question still under discussion. 

6. The Governor in Council doubts the propriety of Mr. 
Goldsmid’s having rejected the use of the term “ inum” (para, 9), 
and having substituted the term “mauphee.” “ Inam,” in its 
proper acceptation, is applicable to all property held by a rent 
free tenure hereditarily. It may be unconditional or conditional, 
and under the latter would be entered all official rent-free lands of 
zumeendars, &c., as well as special grants, for keeping in repair 
water-courses, &c. “ Mauphee” signifies simply “ exemption from 
payment.” It is scarcely ever applied, except to temporary 
exemptions, as for instance for kowlee lands granted in mauphee, 
jstawa, &c. If applied generally it certainly may seem suffi¬ 
ciently comprehensive, but then it must be held to include inam 
(whether chakrea or ghuor shuretee), jageer, surinjam, kowlee, 
and every other kind of exemption, permanent or temporary. The 
term “ inam” should therefore, the Governor in Council directs 
me to state, continue to be applied in all cases where land is held 
under a permanent hereditary tenure. 

7. In reference to the 6 and 7 paras, of your letter, lam 
desired to express the wish of Government to be informed of the 
probable expense of the plan of ridging the boundaries of fields, 
the advantages of which over that of fixing stones at the corners 
and points of indentation are well shown by Mr. Goldsmid in the 
30 to 38 paras, of his report. The further information which you 
have called for from that gentleman will be acceptable. 

8. The fixing of one standard of classification for each 
district, instead of having a separate one for each village, the 
determination of the scale of classification by the native turums on 
the intrinsic qualities alone of the soil, and the adoption of classes 
instead of “colors,” seem to Government to be all improvements. 
The Governor in Council approves of your having (para. 17) 
recommended the last mentioned measure to Lieutenant Wingate. 

9. The financial result of the survey of the two turn ft is 
shown by Mr. Goldsmid briefly in para. 91 and thediagram annexed, 
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the settlement of the rates having been previously described in 
paras. 83 to 90. In respect to the latter it seems obvious to the 
Governor in Council, that Government can receive no written 
detail which can prove to its entire satisfaction the justice of the 
decision which the officers entrusted with the conduct of the survey 
have formed. He is compelled to recur to the opinion which it 
has formerly expressed, that the determination of rates must 
depend on the local knowledge and ability of the settling officers ; 
and from the detail which Mr. Goldsmid has given of the consi¬ 
derations which in all instances have been brought into account, 
he cannot think that the rates proposed will be found other than 
just and moderate. 

10. The Governor in Council feels confident that the rates 
cannot be excessive. The reduction of 52 per cent in the old 
kumal is merely apparent, for the old kumal has never been, and 
in fact never was, capable of being realized. The kumal now fixed, 
which would be realized provided all the arable land were cultivat¬ 
'd, is Rs. 21,920. The average collections seem from the dia¬ 
gram to have been between Rs. 18,000 and Rs. 19,000, that is, 
iiider the old rates. What may be the revenue under the new 
Mtes during the present year, and what may be the prospect of 
veutually reaching the new kumal, are points on which Govern¬ 
ment desires to be informed as soon as the settlement for the year 

concluded. It has every reason to hope that the introduction 
fa regular and uniform system will give immense relief to the 
v nts, not only as reducing their payments to the btate, but also as 
; j hdrawing them greatly from their dependence on the district and 
Mage officers, who have notoriously plundered them, and derived 
>rmous advantages from having had the supeiintendence bi- 
r to of a system uncertain, indefinite, and unequal. 

11. I am desired to transmit for your information the accom- 
lying copy of my letter of this date to the Government of India, 
■u which you will observe that if the survey is to be extended 
iuighout the Nassick Sub-Collectorate, a measure which has 

i strongly recommended, the operations will be supeiintended 



by Lieutenant Davidson should Mr. Goldsmid be employed in 
similar duties in the Southern Maratha Country. 

12. Two copies of Mr. Golds mid’s report are herewith for¬ 
warded, as requested in your postscript. 

L. R. REID, 
Chief Secretary. 

Bombay Castle, 29th March 1841. 


To JOHN V IB ART, Esq., 

Revenue Commissioner. 

Sir,—I have the honour to report that, with the exception 
of eight small villages and a portion of the garden land, the survey 
of the Chandore talooka has been completed, and every thing' 
prepared for the introduction of the new rates, which, owing to the 
distressed state of some of the villages, I am anxious should be 
brought into operation sufficiently early to form the basis of the 
approaching jummabundee. 

2. Mr. Goldsmid’s Report dated the 1st November last on 
the introductory assessment of the turufs of Nephar and Wozur, 
is so full and explicit, that I have only to request you will obtain 
the sanction of Government; for the extension of the same rates 
to the remaining portion of the Chandore talooka. 

3. The only modification I have deemed it necessary to 
make is a reduction of one-eighth on those fields which are up¬ 
wards of two miles from the village to which they belong, and 
which are in consequence more difficult to cultivate and protect. 
These instances, however, are few in number, and affect the kumal 
of the whole talooka to the extent of six hundred and ninety-six 
rupees ouly. 

4. With reference to the subjoined extract [«] from Mr. 
Secretary Reid’s letter of the 29th March last, I am happy to state 

[«] Extract from Mr. Secretary Reid’s letter No. 993 of 1841, dated 29tli 
March;—“The kumal now fixed, which would be realized provided all the arable 
land were cultivated, is rupees twenty-one thousand nine hundred and twenty. The 
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that the collections in the two tnrufs on the new rates for the 
past year (1840-1841) amounted to seventeen thousand six hun¬ 
dred and seven rupees, that is nearly as much as the average of 
past collections ; and as the wasteland is gradually coming into cul¬ 
tivation there is every prospect that in the course of a few years 
the new kumal will be realized. I am further enabled to state that 
the rates have given the utmost satisfaction to the ryuts, and that 
throughout the neighbourhood the demand for their extension 
is most urgent, the liberal intentions of Government being now 
fully understood and appreciated. 

5. For my own satisfaction I have taken advantage of the 
opportunity afforded by the partial introduction of the survey rates 
to ascertain from the cultivators whether in their estimation we 
have been successful in assessing each field according to its capa¬ 
bility. With this view, in personally giving out the rates to the 
ryuts, I not only permitted but invited them to bring to my 
notice any instance of a field being comparatively over-assessed ; 
and when one or two objectors came forward they were at once 
silenced and abashed by the general voice of their neighbours, 
who showed they were perfectly acquainted with the relative value 
of the fields of their villages, and gave their testimony in favour 
of the survey classification. On a later occasion, in passing 
through the turuf of Nephar, I assembled the ryuts of one of the 
villages, and accompanied them over a portion of the lands, com¬ 
paring the rate of several fields with the depth and texture of 
their soils ; and on again inviting them to point out any inequality 
in the valuation that might have occurred to them I was happy 
to find that all were perfectly satisfied. 

6. As a few villages, and part of the garden land, in the Peth 
or Mahalkurree’s division remain to be classified, I am unable to 


average collections seem from the diagram to have been between 18,000 and 19,000 
rupees, that is under the old rates. What may be the revenue under the new rates 
during the present year, and what may be the prospect of eventually reaching the new 
kumal, arc points on which Government desires to be informed as soon as the settle¬ 
ment for the year is concluded.” 



give the kumal of the whole of Chandore on the new rates ; but 
I have estimated what it will be for the Soobah or Mamledar’s 
division, and have contrasted it with the former nominal kumal 
and the average of past collections, as shown in the opposite 
diagram. The result is very similar to that which was laid before 
Government in the instance of Nephar and Wozur, and on com¬ 
paring the present diagram with that furnished by Mr. Goldsmid 
it will be seen that the two turufs as a part, and the soobah as a 
whole, exhibit the same fluctuations, and were therefore affected 
by the same external influences. 

7. The kumal on the old rates is stated to be (Rs. 1,70,37G) 
one hundred and seventy thousand three hundred and seventy- 
six rupees. The kumal on the new rates amounts to (Rs. 70,370) 
seventy-six thousand three hundred and seventy rupees ; while the 
average of past collections is fits. 67,103) sixty-seven thousand 
one hundred and three rupees. I could have wished to have shown 
the immediate effect of the new rates upon the revenue, but it is 
not in my power to do so, as under so great a change it is 
impossible to say what particular fields will be cultivated, and I 
trust my having given the result in Nephar and Woznr (vide 
my 4th paragraph) will render information on this head the less 
requisite. 

8. Mr. Secretary Reid in the 7th paragraph of his letter 
already referred to, intimates the wish of Government to be in¬ 
formed of the probable expense of ridging the boundaries in the 
manner proposed by Mr. Goldsmid. In my letter to your address 
dated the 5th April last, I stated that the result of Mr. Goldsmid’s 
estimate was that the Chandore talooka contains, exclusive of 
rent-free land, about 4,244,919 yards of boundary, and that one 
man can throw up on an average 56 yards of boundary per diem ; 
this at the rate of Rs. 4 per mensem, excluding Sundays, gives in 
round numbers Rs. 11,456 ; then there must be added to this 
for supervision at the lowest estimate Rs. 2,860 : so that the entire 
expense of ridging the boundaries of Chandore would be 11,456 
+ 2,860, that is Rs. 14,316. This is supposing that new ridges 
would have to be thrown up in every instance; but on a rough 
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estimate 1 think one-third of the existing boundaries would prove 
sufficiently good, so diminishing Rs. 14,316 by one-third we 
have Rs. 9,544 as the probable expense of ridging the Cbandore 
talooka. 

9. Now the whole cost of the survey of Chandore, including 
measuring, mapping and classifying, is about Rs. 15,000. 1 am, 

therefore, afraid Government will conceive Rs. 9,544 too extrava¬ 
gant for the mere defining of boundaries. Under this impression I 
have been induced to consider whether a less expensive, but at the 
same time efficient, method may not be had recourse to, and I 
propose that, instead of ridging the entire length of each boun¬ 
dary, the fields be ridged at the corners, at every curvature of the 
sides, and where any side is straight, but of considerable length, 
at intervals of 130 yards, A glance at the following sketch will 
explain my meaning: — 



L • • o I 
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The marks T T T “ represent the ridges, which, in point 
of breadth and height, are the same as those proposed by Mr. 
Goldsmid, The straight lines connecting these ridges are indicated 
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at short intervals by quarried stones, such as we use at present to 
mark the boundaries. 

10. Before venturing to propose this plan of partial ridging, 
and to enable me to estimate the expense it will involve, 1 took 
the liberty of introducing it into a village which I selected as a 
fair specimen of the rest, both as regards the size of the fields 
and the present condition of the boundaries. The village in 
question (Purmoree) contains 35,200 yards of boundary, the 
ridging of which cost Rs. 7 annas 4 ; that is one rupee for 4,855 
yards, and it was done under the superintendence of the measurer 
without retarding his other work. Now the estimated cost of the 
continued ridge is Rs. 9,544 for 4,244,919 yards, or one rupee 
for 444 yards: thus it is about eleven times as expensive as the 
ridging now proposed. 

11. That the former is the more complete method there can 
he no doubt, but whether the additional advantages it possesses 
is sufficient to counterbalance the additional expense, appears 
to me to be a point worthy of mature consideration. As regards 
durability, if both were left solely to the influence of the weather, 
the partial ridging being of the same breadth and elevation as the 
other, ought to be equally lasting j and it seems to be inferior only 
in so far as it is more liable to be damaged through design or 
carelessness. I say more liable, because I believe that, unless some 
provision be made by the Legislature to prevent it, a fraudulent 
intention to destroy a boundary may be put in practice even where 
the ridge is a continued one, especially when the coveted piece of 
land is Government waste, in the protection of which no ryot is 
personally interested. 

12. If the Government will pass an enactment binding every 
cultivator to refrain from encroaching op the ridges raised by the 
survey at the angles of his field, as well as obliging him to plough 
one foot and a half clear of the stones which connect the ridges, 
so as to form a strip of 3 feet between every two adjoining fields; 
and if the local authorities will strictly enforce this enactment, I 
firmly believe the partial ridges would prove lasting, and in a few 
years we should have as good continued boundaries as can be 
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desired. [«] Where boundaries doexist, and in some villages they 
are excellent, they appear to have been formed merely by leaving 
a strip of ground unploughed. I have noticed that where a new 
division has been made of a piece of land held by two brothers, the 
boundary they agree to abide by is, in the first instance, indicated 
merely by stones, but from their leaving a portion unploughed it 
becomes after a season or two covered with grass, and from the 
well known fact that loosened earth settles down to a lower level 
than that which is left undisturbed the unploughed strip remains 
slightly elevated above the surface of the field. 

13. When the survey limits are once clearly defined, it 
appears to me that Government have the undoubted right to insist 
on their being preserved, and a law to that effect may be easily 
enforced by means of the village officers and district establish¬ 
ments. The village officers, accompanied by the mhars, should be 
required to inspect the whole of the boundaries at least twice a 
year, and report every instance of encroachment. These reports 
might be sent in on the 1st May and 1st December, that is im¬ 
mediately after the ploughing season, when the ridges would be 
most liable to suffer injury. The carcoons whose duty it is annu¬ 
ally to ascertain on the spot what fields are cultivated, should at 
the same time report upon the boundaries, and their reports 
should again be subjected to the test of the mamletdar when he 
checks the returns of cultivation. 

14. The Sub-Collector, Mr. Reeves, who takes a lively 
interest in every thing connected with the survey, and affords me 
at all times his most cordial support, has done every thing in his 
power to insure the permanency of the Chandore boundaries, and 
is further endeavouring to preserve unploughed strips between the 
fields of those districts which remain to be surveyed;and I respect¬ 
fully suggest that were the same steps taken (supported by a 


[<■/] I am aware Clause 3rd of Sec. XLI1. of Regulation XIV- of 1827 provides 
against the fraudulent removal or injury of landmarks, but something more definite is 
necessary. A standard width of boundary should be fixed, and the patels of villages 
being furnished by the survey officers with rods corresponding to that width, should 
he hound to report every instance of non-conformity. 
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definite enactment) in all parts of the Deccan to which the survey 
is likely to extend, the most beneficial results might be expected. 

15. I expect the measurements of Wun Dindooree will be 
finished by the end of February next, when I propose sending the 
measurers into Sinnur. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

D. DAVIDSON, Lieutenant, 
Superintendent Nassick Revenue Survey. 
Nassick, 21st October 1841. 


No. 1535 of 1841. 

Territorial Department , Revenue. 

To D. A. BLANE, Esq., 

Acting Secretary to Government, Bombay. 

Sir, — I have the honour to forward a Report from Lieutenant 
Davidson, Superintendent of the Nassick Survey, announcing 
the completion of the survey of the Cbandore talooka (with the 
exception of eight villages), and recommending the general adop¬ 
tion of the rates sanctioned for two turufs in Mr. Chief Secretary 
Reid’s letter {No. 993), of the 29th March 1841, in which re¬ 
commendation I beg to concur. 

2. Lieutenant Davidson proposes one modification of Mr. 
Goldsraid’s plan, viz. that all fields which are upwards of two miles 
from the village to which they belong, should be assessed |th lower 
than they would be if within that limit. I confess I do not see 
the necessity for this alteration where the difficulty of access to the 
field is a serious drawback to its cultivation, and consequently 
diminishes its productive powers. The circumstance ought, I con¬ 
ceive, to be included among those which Mr. Goldsmid states are 


Vide para. G6 and 67 of 
Mr. Goldsmid’s Report. 


noted when the field is classified by the 
turrums, and which are left for the consider¬ 
ation of the settling officer, who determines 


how far they shall affect the assessment ultimately fixed on the 
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Report forwarded to 
Government with the 
Revenue Commissioner’s 
letter No. 52, of the Sth 
January 1841. 


field. Where this is not the case I do not see 
any necessity for a rule which makes such 
an alteration in the assessment, merely be¬ 
cause a field is a few hundred yards further 


from the village; the number of fields so situated cannot, it seems, 
be great, and the ryuts are stated to be well satisfied with Mr. 
Goldsmid’s assessment in Nephar and Wozur, where no such rule 


appear to have been in force. 


3. The information required in Mr. Chief Secretary Reid’s 


No. 993, of 29th Mavch. 


letter, para. 10, relative to the actual effect 
of the new rates in the two above mentioned 


turuffs during the season 1840*41, and the prospect of the revenue 
eventually reaching the new kumai, will he found in Lieutenant 
Davidson’s 4th para., and will, 1 am sure, he very gratifying to 
Government, as well as the account of the feelings of the ryuts on 
the subject of the new rates given in para. 5th. 

4. On account of the eight villages above mentioned, and some 
of the garden land still remaining to he assessed, the results of the 
proposed rates for the whole talooka cannot he shown ; but from 
those of the Sooba Division given in Lieutenant, Davidson’s 6th 
and 7th paras, it appears that of a nominal kumai of Rs. 1,70,376, 
the average collections have been but Rs. 67,103. The new rates 
will give a kumai of Rs. 76,370, and, judging from what has taken 
place in other districts, a permanent increase in the average amount 
of actual realizations may be confidently looked for. 


5. In the remaining paras, of the Report will be found the 
information called for in para. 7th of Mr. 
Vide Revenue Com- Chief Secretary Reid’s letter, relative to the 


siiissioner’a letters to 
Government No- 76, of 
January 18th, 1840;. 
No. 371 of the 30th 
March 1840, paras. 2 to 
1; No. 76 of January 
1841. 


cost of Mr. Goldsmid’s plan for marking the 
boundaries of fields by ridges of earth. The 
subject has been discussed at considerable 
length in the correspondence noted in the 
margin. It will be seen that ridges of earth 


at the corners of the fields at all curvatures 


in the sides, and at intervals of 130 yards, where the side is straight, 


cost about h th of the expense of a continuous ridge, and are very 


io c 
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little inferior to it in permanency; there can be therefore, I think, 
no question as to which is the preferable method, and I would beg 
to recommend that the adoption of the plan for raising ridges 
at intervals be sanctioned both in the Nassick Survey and in 
that of the Poona and Sholapoor Collectorates, wherever the 
officer superintending the latter work may think such a measure 
necessary. 

0. I take this opportunity of replying to a question contained 
in para. 2nd of Mr. Chief Secretary Reid’s letter No. 424, of the 
3rd February 1840, as to whether Government can insist on owners 
of fields fixing their own land-marks. I am of opinion that 
Government is most fully authorized to insist on holders of fields 
bearing the expense on this account whenever it can be done 
without unduly intrenching on their means. The practice is, I 
am informed, consonant to former usage, and has, I understand 
from Lieutenant Wingate, been carried into effect by him in the 
Indee district (where when the survey commenced there were 
very few land-marks in existence) without any complaint being 
made of its hardship or injustice; should Government concur in 
this view, the proposed measures will not, in the end, add materially 
to the expense of the survey, the only addition to which will be 
caused by the longer time during which the measurers, or other 
persons charged with the duty of seeing that the boundaries are 
properly fixed, will be employed in each village. 

7. With regard to the means of keeping the boundaries 
uninjured, Lieutenant Davidson proposes that a new law should 
be enacted; for this, however, it appears to me, there will be no 
necessity. Section 2G of the Draft Act which accompanied your 
letter (No. 3027) of the 8th ultimo gives the district police 
officers power to take cognizance of offences against section 42 of 
Regulation XIV. of 1827 ; and with this addition to the present 
law it appears to me that it will be sufficient to give the rules 
„ proposed by Lieutenant Davidson the force 

of “ .Local Police Rules by proclamation in 
each district, after which any violation of them would be punish¬ 
able either by section 23 or section 42 of Regulation XIV. of 1827. 
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S. Should Government approve of these suggestions, 1 will 
issue the necessary instructions to the several Collectors. 

I have the honour to be, &c M 
J. V IB ART, 

Revenue Commissioner. 
Poona, Revenue Commissioner's Office, 

1st November 1841. 


No. 3741 of 1841. 

Teh«itouul Depaktmunt, Revenue, 

To THE REVENUE COMMISSIONER. 

Sin, —1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 1535, dated the 1st ultimo, transmitting a Report from Lieut. 
Davidson, Superintendent of the Nassick Survey, announcing the 
completion of the survey of the Chandore talooka, with the 
exception of eight villages. 

2. In reply, I am desired to inform you that the Honourable 
the Governor in Council is pleased to authorize the extension of 
the rates of assessment sanctioned for the turufs of Nephar and 
Wozur to the remainder of the Chandore talooka, as recommend'- 
ed by Lieutenant Davidson, particularly as the experience acquir¬ 
ed of their operation in the above turufs is now reported to be so 
favourable. 

3. As a general principle, the modification proposed by 
Lieutenant Davidson in para. 4, of a reduction of -J-th on all fields 
situated at a distance of more than two miles from the village to 
which they belong, appears to the Governor in Council to be 
(inadvisable. If the situation of a field be very unfavourable, the 
above may, with other considerations, afford a reason for a lighter 
assessment, but distance alone, I am instructed to observe, need 
not be made the basis of any alteration. 
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4. Tiie plan of' ridging the boundaries of fields at intervals 
appears to be judicious, and is accordingly sanctioned by His 
Honour in Council, who requests you will communicate it to (he 
Superintendent of the Deccan Survey. The opinion expressed 
in para. 6 of your letter should also be acted upon where no 
specific reasons may exist for relieving the owner of the field from 
a portion of the labour of marking out his own boundaries. 

5. In reference to para. 7 of your letter, I am instructed to 
state that no additional enactment would seem to he required for 
the punishment of the removal or injury of land-marks, but that 
the rules proposed in paras. 13 and 14 of Lieutenant Davidson’s 
report might be most advantageously adopted as instructions to 
the district and village revenue officers for ensuring a knowledge of 
any offence against the law for the protection of these boundaries. 

I have the honour to be, See., 

D. 1JLANE, 

Acting Secretary to Government. 
Bombay Castle, 1th December 1841. 


No. 23 of 1S42. 

To II. W. REEVES, Esq., 

Sub-Collector, Nassick, 

Sir, — I have the honour to report on the progress of the 
Nassick Revenue Survey during the past year. 

2. In my report dated the 20th October 1841, I mentioned 
that the survey of Chandore was finished, excepting the measure¬ 
ment and classification of eight villages, and 
classified^ mcnsurcd atul the classification of part of the garden land, 

also that the measurement of Wun Dindooree 
was considerably advanced. During the intervening year I have 
completed Chandore, and have measured and classed Wun Din¬ 
dooree, with the exception of one village, and have measured about 
one-third of the Sinnur district. 
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Impediments. 


3. The quantity of work done is, perhaps, more than might 
have been expected, as the visitation of cholera and the 
unusual prevalence of fever greatly impeded my operations. More 
than half of my establishment were in hospital with illness of 

upwards of one month’s duration, and the 
instances of debility and slight fever were 
proportionally numerous. The sickness of Serjeant Gooddine, 
brought oil, as stated in his medical certificate, by over-exertion 
and exposure, deprived me of his valuable assistance during the 
greater part of the season. 

4. The degree of accuracy arrived at in the measurements, 
as detailed by Mr. Goldsmid in his report dated the 1st November 

1840, has been slightly exceeded; while the 

the^measmxnfenU? 6 ^ “ 9 uan % of work accomplished daily by each 

measurer has considerably increased, owing 
to the increased expertness which constant practice must bring 
along with it. The exactness attained to in the mapping will 

appear on comparing the accompanying maps 
Nos. 1 and 2, the first being protracted 
from an accurate survey by Serjeant Gooddine as a test of the 
latter, which is the measurer’s map of the same village proportion¬ 
ally reduced. In handing me the map, Serjeant Gooddine 
observes. — “ In fixing upon this village I was not actuated by any 
idea of its being better mapped than any of the rest, but I chose it 
merely from its being of a convenient size, and because the fields 
contained in it being of irregular shapes, and consequently more 
difficult to map, it would afford a better specimen of the effi¬ 
ciency of our system.” 

5. You are aware that the original intention of these maps 
was merely to show the relative positions of the fields in a clearer 
and more accurate manner than is possible from a verbal descrip¬ 
tion of boundaries. This object has been more than realized. 

The map as it is now executed contains much 
important information, and after a careful 
test of the Wun Dindooree maps I find so great is the accuracy 
attained in their construction, although done by common measurers 


And Maps. 


The Maps. 
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without any instrument for taking angles—that the area of fields 
calculated from the map on a scale of chains annexed to each 
averages within 6 per cent, of the truth, and that the extreme 
error is never very great. Thus, besides their utility in identifying 
fields, and so rendering the district establishment in this respect 
independent of the village authorities, these maps afford an addi¬ 
tional check against such falsification of the records as would 
involve any considerable error in the area of fields ; and the 
different tenures being distinguished by colours, any attempt at 
encroachment on the Government land would be open to immedi¬ 
ate detection. 

6. I have also the satisfaction to report an increasing degree 
of precision in the classification of the soils. This must always be 

a delicate and difficult operation, and as an 
sificatiorT^ ° f the ^ equal distribution of the assessment depends 

more on the classification than on exactness 
of measurement, it has been my endeavour by the establishment 
of clearly defined rules and standards to render this part of the work 
more simple, and the result more uniform. 

7. Carelessness is what I have chiefly to guard against, both 

in the measurements and classification ; and 1 find that where the 

rigour of the test is in any way relaxed, a corresponding degree of 

inaccuracy is the almost invariable result. As the pay of each 

member of my field establishment is regulated by a direct reference 

to the manner in which his work is per- 
Test* , * 

formed, I make it a rule never to allow any 

considerable error, discovered by the test, to tell against the party 

committing it until he has had an opportunity of satisfying 

himself that the test is correct. I have reason to believe that this 

rule has a beneficial tendency in more respects than one. 


8. In the Sinnur district the boundaries of fields have been 


* Vide para. 9 of my 
report dated 20th Octo¬ 
ber 1841, and Mr. Acting 
Secretary Blane’s letter 
No. 3741, dated 7th De¬ 
cember 1841. 


ridged in the manner proposed by me last 
year, and sanctioned by Government.* This, 
however, has not been accomplished without 
my experiencing considerable hinderance 
owing to the want of sufficient authority to 
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carry the measure into effect, and it is my humble opinion that 

the passing of a definite law upon the sub- 
Ridiging of Boundaries. j e( q no t on |y highly desirable, but in 

perfect accordance with the mild and liberal policy exercised by 
Government towards all classes of the people. The body of the 
cultivators seem fully sensible of the reasonable nature of the 
requirement, when viewed in connection with the benefits which 
it is the object of the survey to confer ; but in almost every village 
individual instances will occur in which a different spirit is mani¬ 
fested to the frequent interruption of the work. 


9. 


Rates proposed 
Wun Dindooree. 


The survey of Wun Dindooree being completed, I beg 
to propose that the rates of assessment intro¬ 
duced into Chandore be extended to the 
former district. 


for 


Chandore rates 
basis. 


10. The result of the Chandore rates is, I presume, suffi¬ 
ciently successful to warrant their adoption as 

t * lc a basis from which to determine the proper 
rates for the remaining districts under such 
modifications as the circumstances of each may render necessary. 

11. Chandore and Wun Dindooree form, respectively, the 

eastern and western divisions of that half of 

.Geographical position t | ie su h-collecf^rate which lies north of 
of both districts. ... 

the Godavery. The Chandore range is their 
common boundary on the north, blit as Wun Dindooree is conti¬ 
guous on the west to the Dhangee tract which stretches from 
Trimbuck to the fort of Suptursingh, it is more within the influence 
of the hills and enjoys greater certainty with respect to rain than 
Chandore, the south-eastern side of which, in point of climate, very 
much resembles the Sinnur tulooka. 

12. On comparing the accompanying diagram of past col¬ 

lections with that of Chandore, given in my 
Chandore nnd Wun ; Lim mabundy report dated the 18th August 

last, it will be seen that the fluctuations of 
the two districts, excepting for the few first years, are exactly 
similar, from which we may infer that both have been affected by 
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the same external influences. But on a second glance at the dia¬ 
grams it will be observed that although the collections of the 
districts under comparison have fluctuated in the same manner 
they have not done so in the same degree. The collections in 
Wun Dindooree during seasons of unusual failure are never so 
far below the average, nor those of good years so far above it, as 
in Chandore. This arises from several causes. In the first place, 
the vicinity of Wun Dindooree to the ghauts and a wooded coun¬ 
try renders it less liable, as already stated, to excessive drought. 
Again, the old assessment of Wun Dindooree is much lighter than 
that of the other district. The average fertility of the soils of 
Wun-Dindooree and Chandore is as 12 to 13, whereas the average 
beeghonee rate per acre on the former is only one rupee one and 
a half annas, while that of the latter is one rupee thirteen annas; 
that is, if considered with reference to their respective fertility, 
75 per cent, more than Wun Dindooree. I may be permitted to 
observe, in passing, that were proof wanting of the necessity of a 
revised assessment we have it here. The third and last cause to 
which I attribute the comparative uniformity of the collections of 
Wun Dindooree is the extensive traffic in timber carried on by the 
inhabitants of two-thirds of its villages. The vicinity of an ex¬ 
tensive forest tract enables the villagers to employ their bullocks 
during the months of December, January and February, in dragging 
timber from the ghauts to the several marts within the district, 
whence it is carted to Nassick or Ahmednuggur. They have thus 
the means of raising money at the time when the instalments of 
the land revenue fall due, and from a source altogether indepen¬ 
dent of the sale of their crops. 

13. With respect to markets, the two districts may be con¬ 
sidered very much, if not altogether, on a par, so that the excess of 
prosperity observable in Wun Dindooree is to be attributed to the 
three advantages above enumerated ; and we have now to consider 
whether these advantages are such in nature and degree as to 
demand the imposition of a higher rate of assessment. 

14. As regards the nature of each of the advantages, the 
first, that is greater certainty of rain, may be considered in some 
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measure permanent, and as it immediately affects the productive 
powers of the land, it ought to have its full weight in fixing the 
assessment. The second, on the other hand, is not permanent, 
but ceases on the introduction of a uniform assessment into both 
districts; while the third, namely the trade in wood, is of such a 
character, that however much it may facilitate the payment of 
the Government demand, it cannot for a moment justify the 
imposition of an extra tax upon the soil. Besides, the traffic is 
subject to interruption, either from scarcity of timber or the 
institution of measures, on the part of Government to prevent the 
rapid destruction of their forests. 

15. Thus of the three advantages enjoyed by Wun Dindooree 

during the period of our rule, that of climate 
Conclusion arrived at. ... . , * , - . 

is the only one which can be brought to bear 

upon the question of the rates; but the degree to which that 
advantage extends, is so slight that I do not think it would be 
prudent to impose a higher rate of assessment on account of it. 
One-third of the villages of both districts are so intermingled as 
to have the same climate, and it is not improbable that the differ¬ 
ence which exists in the remaining portion will become less and less 
perceptible as the waste land is brought into cultivation and 
irrigation extended. There are some minor points of comparison 
which I have not noticed, but which I consider on the whole to be 
slightly in favour of Chandore. 

16. Having completed the necessary calculations, 1 am 
enabled to give the kumal of Wun Dindooree on the Chandore 
rates, and this, contrasted with the old kumal and the average of 
past collections, affords perhaps the best criterion of the applicabi¬ 
lity of those rates to the Wun Dindooree district. The old kumal, 
as shown in the diagram, is one lakh and eight thousand rupees 
(1,08,000), and the average of past collections sixty thousand 
rupees (60,000); while the kumal or maximum rental on the 
proposed rates is seventy-four thousand five hundred rupees 
(74,500). Thus the new kumal gives a reduction of thirty per cent. 

upon the former kumal, and an increase of 
rate oa\t t RZr. S( ' d twenty-five per cent, upon the average of past 

collections. I his prospective increase on past 
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collections corresponds almost exactly with that which the survey 
rates have given rise to in Chandore, the first being 25 and the last 
26 per cent. This affords a strong argument in favour of the 
extension of the same rates to both districts. The disparity in the 
reduction on the old kumal of the two districts (viz. 30 and 50 per 
cent.) is to be attributed to the striking inequality of the former 
rates, in the fixing of which the larger beegha of Wun Dindooree 
seems to have been entirely overlooked. 

17. Should the rates which I have the honour to propose be 

sanctioned by Government, there will be no 
The proposed rates if difficulty in making them the basis of the 
dueed immediately. approaching jummabundy ; for in order to 

ascertain the new kumal I have already 
calculated the rate of every field, and should your opinion coincide 
with my own, it would, perhaps, be expedient were the district 
establishment to enter upon the usual investigations in anticipa¬ 
tion of the sanction of Government. 

18. The opinion of Government in favour of long settle¬ 
ments is so fully expressed'in paras. 24 and 29 
of Mr. Secretary Reid’s letter No. 3779 of 

1839, sanctioning a term of 30 years for 
Mohol, Marah, and ludapoor, that I have only to suggest that the 
rates of Chandore and Wun Dindooree be pronounced permanent 
for a similar period ending a. d. 1873. 

I have the honour to be, &c., 

(Signed) D. DAVIDSON, Lieutenant, 

Superintendent, Nassick Revenue Survey. 
Nussic/c , 14/A October 1842. 


Duration of the settle¬ 
ment. 


No. 391 OF J 842. 

To H. A. HARRISON, Esq., 

Collector of Ahmednuggur. 

Sir,—I do myself the honour of forwarding a report from 
Lieutenant Davidson, Superintendent of the Revenue Survey 
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showing the progress which has been made since the date of his 
last report of October 1841, and detailing the result of his labour 
in the Wun Dindooree district. 

2. It will be seen that the accuracy of the survey measurements, 
upon which so must depends, is well kept up. The expertness of 
the mappers is highly gratifying, and the account given of the 
classification is such as to show that Lieutenant Davidson exer¬ 
cises a vigilant and salutary control over his Establishment. The 
state of the work in these several departments affords a strong 
guarantee to Government that the arrangements and principles on 
which the survey is conducted are sound and good, and that with 
continued efficient supervision the result must be eminently 
successful. 

3. A comparison of the map sketches which accompany the 
report will, I think, convince Government that there is no imme¬ 
diate occasion for a scientific topographical survey. The skill and 
expertness to which Lieutenant Davidson’s mappers have now 
attained is such that every necessary object is accomplished in 
the work performed by them. Nothing, that I am aware of, is 
even now wanting to render the maps very perfect records of the 
areas of the different villages, and excellent checks of fraud; while 
it may be fairly expected that they will go on increasing in accuracy 
as the survey advances, 

4. On the subject of the boundaries I need say nothing 
(Government having expressed their unwillingness to take imme¬ 
diate steps to enforce their construction), except that I shall 
always be found ready to afford my influence and support to the 
Superintendent, whenever he may call upon me to assist him in 
this part of his duty. 

5. The subject next in order is that of the rates of Wun 
Dindooree, the district upon which Lieutenant Davidson has been 
chiefly employed, during the past revenue year. The rates pro¬ 
posed for this district are the same as those which were applied to 
Chandore *, and I think that the reasons adduced in support of 
the proposition are sufficiently strong and conclusive to warrant 
Government giving it their sanction. 
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G. The geographical description given by Lieutenant David¬ 
son of the two districts, Wun Dindoree and Chandore, accords 
perfectly with my experience. And I agree with him likewise 
in considering that in the fertility of their soil there is a very great 
approximation; but on this latter point his better opportunities 
ofjudging, arising from the perfection of his classification and 
other arrangements, enable him to pronounce with a nicety to 
which I can have little or no claim. 

7. In paras. 14 and 15 Lieutenant Davidson sums up the 
peculiarities of the two districts, and his opinion appears to be 
very just, that there is nothing in those attaching to the district 
of Wun Dindoore to call for an assessment in excess of that of 
Chandore, In para. 16 he proceeds to give the kumal of Wun 
Dindoree on the rates proposed ; and to remark upon other coin¬ 
cidences arising from those rates, which must certainly be taken 
to be an additional argument in favour of their adoption. 

8. I anticipate the sanction of Government to the rates 
proposed, and have therefore taken upon myself to issue instruction 
to my subordinates to prepare the papers for the ensuing revenue 
settlement upon them, and not upon the old rates; and I trust 
that, considering the importance of an early introduction of the 
survey arrangements, the Governor in Council will not object 
to my having done so. 

9. On the subject of the duration of the survey rates, 1 have 
only to say that the term of 30 years is, in my opinion, a very proper 
one. 

I have the honour to be, &c, 

H. W. REEVES, 

Sub-Collector. 

2V ussick. Bub-Colled or's Office , 21 st October 1842. 
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No. 28 of 1843. 


Territorial Department, Revenue. 

To WILLIAM SI MS ON, Esq, 

Revenue Commissioner, Penn. 

Sir, — I have the honour to transmit an original Report from 
Lieutenant Davidson on the progress of the Nassick Revenue 
Survey during the past year, with a letter from the late Sub- 
Collector of Nassick, handing up the same. 

2. The extent of country measured and classified during 
the period to which the Report relates appears to have been 
greater than might have been expected from the serious impedi¬ 
ments which the Superintendent had to contend with, whilst the 
increased degree of accuracy arrived at in the measurements, is 
highly satisfactory, and creditable to Lieutenant Davidson. 

3. The remarkable exactness attained in the mapping is 
shown by Lieutenant Davidson, and the maps have certainly more 
than realized, as he truly observes, the object for which they were 
intended, as it was never contemplated that through such instru¬ 
mentality they could have been brought to the perfection which 
has been attained. 

4. Whilst the accuracy of the measurements and of the 
maps has thus increased, it is satisfactory to learn that a no less 
decided improvement has taken place in the degree of precision 
with which the soils have been classified, and that the quantity of 
work done by each measurer has considerably increased. 

5. The difficulties that Lieutenant Davidson has met with 
in getting the boundaries of fields ridged in the Sinnur talooka 
have, 1 have been given to understand, been very great, and I 
cannot but think with him, that the passing of a legislative enact, 
ment on the subject would be highly expedient, the work on which 
he is engaged being liable to constant interruption, and much 
additional expense incurred in consequence. 
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G. The survey of the Wun Dindoree talooka being com¬ 
pleted, Lieutenant Davidson in his 9th paragraph proposes that 
the rates of assessment introduced into Chandore be extended to 
the former district, and though 1 was disposed at one time to 
consider that he had considerably under-rated the advantages 
which the former district enjoys from its geographical position 
over the latter, yet on further reflection I do not think they are 
such as would warrant me in recommending that higher rates of 
assessment should be imposed in Wun Dindoree. 


7. The only advantage of those enumerated by Lieutenant 
Davidson himself which can be considered obviously as permanent 
is that of climate, which, as is shown by him, has operated but 
slightly, and by no means to the degree which I should have 
expected it to have done. 

8. Should the Honourable the Governor in Council be 
pleased to sanction the rates proposed, I would beg to recommend 
that they be introduced at the approaching jumtnabundy, and that 
they be declared permanent for a period of 30 years. 

9. Lieutenant Davidson does not state the number of villages 
over which his operations have extended in the Wun Dindoree 


Comprising Cl 
villages. 


talooka, but the whole of the district it is 
understood has been completed, with the 
exception of the Dang villages, the settlement 


of which has been left to Mr. Tytler. 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

H. A. HARRISON, 

Collector. 


Circuit Cntclierry at Savurgaon, 
1 0th January 1843. 
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No. 34 of 1843. 

Territorial Department, Revenue. 


To 

L. R. REID, Esq., 

Chief Secretary to Government. 

Stn,—I have the honour to forward, in original, a letter from 
the Collector of Ahmednuggur, transmitting, with the comments 
of the Sub-Collector, Mr. Reeves, the Report of Lieutenant 
Davidson, on the progress of his survey during the past year of 
1841-42. 

2. Lieutenant Davidson, since his last report, has completed 
the measurement and classification of the Chandore and Wun Din- 
dooree districts, with the exception of one village in the latter, 
and has measured about one-third of the Sinnur district. 

3. The continued improvement in the execution of this 
survey is highly satisfactory. Impediments were experienced as 
respects the extent of country surveyed, by the prevalence of un¬ 
usual sickness amongst the establishment, but the work accom¬ 
plished by each individual had increased, both in quantity and 
quality. The map which accompanies the report is a beautiful 
specimen of the amount and accuracy of the information which 
can be recorded in this form. 

4. With respect to the difficulty in enforcing the construc¬ 
tion ofthe boundary ridges, as noticed in paragraph 8 of Lieutenant 
Davidson’s report, it does not occur to me how the evil could be 
met by enactment: but in every instance where the effect of the 
survey is to reduce the assessment, such reduction might be with¬ 
held in the event of any retnissness on the part of the ryut to 
perform what is required of him. To the extent sanctioned in 
the Government letters No. 1384 of 1st May 1840, No. 304 of 
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28th instant, as regards the Deccan Survey, the boundaries might 
here also, when requisite, be marked out at the Government cost, 
and the accuracy of Lieutenant Davidson’s maps is calculated to 
obviate any actual incovenience from a deficiency in what could 
be desired on this head, 

5. The arguments adduced by Lieutenant Davidson for 
assimilating the rates in Wun Dindooree to those sanctioned for 
the district of Chandore are, I think, satisfactory, and, as they are 
concurred in both by the Collector and Sub-Collector, I have no 
hesitation in recommending that they be immediately introduced 
and declared to be permanent for a period of 30 years, as proposed 
by Lieutenant Davidson. The immediate effect on the revenues 
of the district should, of course, be reported in detail on the 
completion of the settlement, according to the new assessments. 

0. The clear and comprehensive reports previously received 
from Lieutenant Davidson leave, perhaps, few points upon which 
more lengthened remarks than those now offered by him are 
required; but in a yearly review of his proceedings it would be 
satisfactory to have a figured statement showing the total expendi¬ 
ture during the year, the extent in acres of the work completed, 
and the rate per acre, and exhibiting the increase, or decrease, as 
compared with the actual expenditure and rate of the former year, 
as likewise of the estimates on which the work was undertaken. 
This information will be readily furnished by Lieutenant Davidson, 
and be called for in communicating the decision of Government 
on the subject of the introduction of the new rates above referred 
for instructions. 


1 have the honour to be, &c., 

' D. BLANE, 

Revenue Commissioner, S. D. 


Bombay , Revenue Commissioner'a Office, 
31s# January 1843. 
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No. 929 of 1843, 

To the REVENUE COMMISSIONER, S. D. 

Sir, — I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
No. 34, dated the 3lst January last, handing up one from the Col¬ 
lector of Ahmednuggur, transmitting, with the comments of the 
Sub-Collector, Mr. Reeves, the Report of Lieut. Davidson on the 
pi ogress' of his survey during the past year of 1841-42. 

2. In reply, I am directed to acquaint you that the Honour¬ 
able the Governor in Council considers the progress which has 
been made in the survey within the Nassick Sub-Division, to be 
very satisfactory. Since the last report, Chandore has been 
completed, Wun Dindoree nearly so, and a third of Sinnur has 
been measured. 

3. It is necessary that Government should have before it full 
and complete statements relative to the quantity and quality of 
the lands, whether waste or cultivated, &c., the result of the 
adoption of the sanctioned rates of assessment, and such statis¬ 
tical information as may have been gathered during the progress 
of the survey. This should be submitted as soon as the survey 
of each district is reported on and the rates have been determin¬ 
ed. The reports submitted to Government have hitherto been 
defective on these points, and that defect cannot be too early 
supplied. It is presumed that kyfceyuts, or short accounts of the 
state of each village, the nature of its land tenures, the condi¬ 
tion, numbers, castes, &,c., of its population, the state of agricul- 
ture, number of cattle, &c. &c., are prepared by the surveying 
officers as they proceed with their work. From these abstract 
tables should be framed, with the most useful information con¬ 
densed under appropriate heads, so as to show at one view the 
condition of the district. You arc requested, after consulting 
with the Superintendents of Survey within your range, to submit, 
for the approval of Government, a form which should always be 
adopted in such cases ; and you should report how fur it would be 
practicable to furnish it retrospectively for those districts which 
have already been completed, 

1-’ c 
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4. The specimen map which accompanies Captain Davidson’s 
report is of itself a record of much useful information. Of these 
His Honour in Council understands that three copies are prepared, 
and he requests that you will state how they are disposed of, and 
what means arc adopted for their preservation. 

5, The proposed rates for Wnn Dindoree, being similar to 
those sanctioned for Chandore, are approved by the Honourable 


the Governor in Council. They 

are given in 

para. 

90 of Mr. 

Goldsmid’s letter to the Revenue 

Commissioner 

No. 

135, of the 

1st November 1840, as follows :— 

First Class. 

Low. 

jst Class. 


Its. a. p. 

Rs. 

a. p. 

Baghayut Pathusthul XII. Classes.. 

8 0 0 

3 

0 0 

l)o. Mothusthul V. ditto .. 

4 0 0 

2 

0 0 

Jirayut ditto IX. ditto .. 

1 0 0 

0 

2 3 


6. His Honour in Council is pleased to sanction the immediate 
introduction of these rates, and to confirm them for the usual period 
of (30) thirty years, as in other surveyed portions of the Deccan. 

7. The Governor in Council conceives that the ridgin or of 
the boundaries of fields is scarcely, perhaps, a matter to require 
interference by passing a law .to enable the Government Officers 
to levy the--cost of the process, if the owners of the fields do not 
themselves undertake it. The influence of the Revenue authorities 
should be exerted to induce the ryuts themselves to construct 
the ridges, or to fix other permanent marks, on the limits of their 
fields; and a reduction of assessment, and other optional advantages, 
may be withheld from those who contumaciously decline to attend 
to the wishes of Government in this respect. 

I have the honour to be, kc. 

L. R. REID, 

Chief Secretary to Government 


Bombay Castle, ‘28th March 1843. 
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The Thick Black Straight Bine shows the Average of Past Collections- Gross Assessment.. 56,298. 

The Thick Broken Straight Line shows the Maximum Assessment imposeable Actual Collections —41,075. 

under the New Estes. Betnissions .15,223. 
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